
 
The White and Black Cockatoo Story 

 
 
The black and white cockatoos were brothers. The white cockatoo was 
the eldest, and the black cockatoo was the youngest. One day the white 
cockatoo found his brother sitting under a shady tree looking sad and 
angry.  
 
He asked him, ‘What is wrong with you, brother?'  
 
He answered, 'I'm angry with our Father, because he made you white and 
me black. I don't like it. I'm going to change myself. I want to be like you.’  
 
So one day he went to his uncle, who lived over the range, and asked him for honey and clay. ‘Take as 
much as you like, boy’, said his uncle. He got the honey and clay and went back. He took the clay and 
made it into powder. He rubbed honey all over himself and then sprinkled the powder over his body. He 
looked at himself and was quite happy. He said to himself, 'Now I look like my brother'.  
 
His grandfather saw him and got angry with him. He said, 'You are a silly boy. You shouldn't have done 
that stupid thing.’ He called to the North Wind to send rain. The monsoons came and it rained and rained 
and rained, and washed all the honey and clay off him.  
 
He found that nothing changed. So he went back to his shady tree and sat down planning what to do 
next. His brother found him sitting under the tree, angry, sad and sorry. He said to him, 'Why are you 
doing this foolish thing to hurt our Father? We are his sons. He loves both of us. He made us and he 
loves you just as much as he loves me. You should be happy and singing, knowing that Father loves you 
so much.’ 
 
So to this day the black cockatoo is singing when he is feeding and flying.  
 
 
Scriptures: 
'(Christ) is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing 
wall that is the hostility between us.’ (Eph 2: 14 NRSV)  
 
'Jesus said, "Father; forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ (Luke 23:34 NIV)  
 
'For there is one God and one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human.’ 
( 1 Tim 2:5 NRSV alt)  
 
'For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16 NIV)  
 
See also Hebrews 9:15,24; I John 2:1,2; Isaiah 53; Luke 22:32; John 14:16  
 
 


