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Fifth Sunday in Lent A
LCA Worship Resources - Year A, Lent to Trinity
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR A

2020 - 29 March
2023 - 26 March
2026 - 22 March
2029 - 18 March
2032 - 14 March
2035 - 11 March
2038 - 11 April

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Lent season' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

The Lord says: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 
And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  
(Ezek 37:12,13 NRSV alt)

OR
The Lord says: I will put my Spirit in you and you will live.
Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, 
and I have done it.  (Ezek 37:14 NIV alt)

OR
If the Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from death, lives in you, 
then he who raised Christ from death 
will also give life to your mortal bodies 
by the presence of his Spirit in you.  (Rom 8:11 TEV)

OR, use one of the standard Lent Sentences in the document 'Lent season', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Almighty God, 
look mercifully on your family, 
that by your great goodness 
they may be governed and preserved forever 
in body and soul; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Almighty God, 
look in mercy on your family. 
By your great goodness, 
guide and protect us forever 
in body and soul. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray that by faith in Christ we may share in his victory. [silence])
Most merciful God, 
you saved humankind 
by the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Strengthen our faith in him who suffered on the cross, 
so that we may triumph in the power of his victory. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray that we remain united with Christ. [silence])
Jesus our Saviour, 
thank you for coming to give us life 
through your suffering and death. 
Keep us following you 
wherever you lead us, 
because we know that you have promised 
to take us home to God. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 37:1-14 Vision of the valley of dry bones

PSALM
Psalm 130
Antiphon: 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.  (Ps 130:1a NRSV)

OR, antiphon: 
With the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption.  
(Ps 130:7b NIV)

SECOND READING
Romans 8:6-11 The Spirit of God lives in you

VERSE
Use either the Verse given in the order of service or the following verse.

Jesus said, 'I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me will never die.'  (John 11:25,26 NIV alt)

GOSPEL
John 11:1-45 The raising of Lazarus - Jesus' last sign

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 
thank you for overcoming death. 
May we believe in you and live forever. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Thank you, eternal God, 
for giving us new life. 
Help us to live according to your Spirit, 
and willingly serve you 
and our fellow human beings, 
with all that we are and all that we have. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
We were dead in our sins, but the word of God entered into our tomb and called us out into new life. Let us pray to the Father, knowing that he listens to us.

The regular response, OR:
Father, we call on you,
knowing you will hear us.

Suggested intercessions
*	for all the baptised, that they may daily die to sin and rise to new life with Christ in the power of the Spirit
*	for those who mourn the death of a loved one
*	for hospices and those who work with the dying
*	for those who work with alcoholics and drug addicts, that they may bring them new life
*	that we may face death in the certain hope of resurrection, and that we may be raised up together with all who have died in the faith of Christ
*	for those preparing for baptism or confirmation at Easter

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, through the death and resurrection of your Son, you rescue us from death and the grave. Restore us to life, so that we may serve you in the world; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

SEASONAL PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
He has taken on himself our sin, 
so that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

COMMUNION INVITATION
Every time we eat this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
For a Lent post-communion prayer, see the document 'Lent season', under 'Prayer after communion', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Most merciful God, 
you saved humankind 
by the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Through this sacrament, 
strengthen our faith in him who suffered on the cross, 
so that we may triumph in the power of his victory. 
For he lives and reigns  
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

SEASONAL BLESSING
This seasonal blessing is used together with (ie before) the usual blessing in the order of service.

(May) Christ our crucified Saviour draw you to himself, 
so that you may find in him the assurance of sins forgiven 
and the gift of eternal life; . . . 

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God, who raised Christ from death, will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS 

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
LHS
128	O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God* G5
129	Breathe on me, breath of God G5
227	O Spirit of the living God G5
229	Revive Thy work, O Lord* G5
860	When this earth was created GS
AT
1	Lord of our days
99	Pentecost prayer
142	O Mary, don’t you weep (Resurrection version)
202	We’re gonna move when the Spirit says move
218	Spirit, Spirit of gentleness
251	God sends us his Spirit
416 	We will rise up
502	Patiently waiting for you
TIS
401	O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God
405	O Spirit of the living God
407	Breathe on me, breath of God
409	O breath of life, come sweeping through us

Second reading: Romans 8:6-11
LHS
119	Come down, O Love divine G9
122	O Holy Ghost, Thou gift divine* G5
133	O Holy Ghost, Thy people bless
141	Father of heaven, whose love profound G5
774	Holy Spirit, ever dwelling G6
798	Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round G6
AT
251	God sends us his Spirit
264	Spirit of God, you’re with me
TIS
131	Father of heaven, whose love profound
398	Come down, O Love divine
410	Holy Spirit, ever dwelling
412	God sends us his Spirit to befriend and help us

Gospel: John 11:1-45
LHS
175	Thou art the way* G6
176	We come, O Christ, to Thee G9
327	Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness* (alt tune 276, G5)
838	I am the Bread of life GS
AT
142	O Mary, don’t you weep (Resurrection version)
167	I am the bread of life
225	Why do you love me?
236	Jesus the Christ said
490	When human voices cannot sing
TIS
226	Thou art the way; by thee alone
239	Jesus the Lord said
535	I am the Bread of life
637	Lord of the living, in your name assembled
682	When human voices cannot sing

PSALM 130
For musical settings of Psalm 130, see Music Packages 2, 6 and 10. TIS 81, Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, is also a version of this psalm. Music from Taize: Volume II has a few verses of Psalm 130 that may be sung to the ostinato response ‘O Christe Domine Jesu’, on page 45. In Psalms of Patience Protest and Praise, page 48, the Iona Community has provided a paraphrase of Psalm 130.

The following is a metrical paraphrase by David Schütz , which may be sung to the tune of Kingsfold ('I heard the voice of Jesus say', LH 306, TIS 585, AT 137). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Out of the depths, I cry to you,
Lord, hear my tearful prayer!
If you should mark iniquity,
O Lord God, who could stand?
But you forgive the sorry soul,
so all may fear your name.
I wait for you, for you I long,
and in your word I hope.

I wait for him far more than those
who wait for dawn to come.
O Isra-el, hope in the Lord!
with him is steadfast love.
He has great power to redeem,
and he alone can save
his people from their deadly sin
and raise them from the grave.

'DRY BONES'
The Afro-American spiritual 'Dry bones' is based on today's first reading. A singing group or choir may like to sing this song, or it could be used as the basis of a children's segment.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

EZEKIEL 37:1-14: Ezekiel was a prophet to the people of Israel in exile in Babylon. They were as devoid of political hope and possibility for national restoration as the field of dead bones of the slain shown him by the Lord. God directed Ezekiel to breathe life into the people in exile with the promises of his word. The comparison is reminiscent of God breathing into the nostrils of the first man to make him a living creature. The change to a picture of future opened graves gives promise that in the future the nation will be returned to its 'own soil', namely in Jerusalem and Israel. They will know thereby that the Lord has spoken.

ROMANS 8:6-11: Christ has met the complete requirement of God's law which God had rightly demanded of all people. Believers in Christ have in this way been set free from the law of sin and death. Therefore no believing Christian can set his or her mind on the things of the 'flesh', ie sinful pleasures and evil which belong to the old sinful nature. Those things militate destructively against the Spirit's indwelling. Even though a Christian is still afflicted bodily by sin, yet the life of the Spirit imparts life, just as the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead.  

JOHN 11:1-45: The high point in this miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead is the revelation of Jesus as Son of God and the Messiah. The proof of this brought to a head the fanatical opposition of the religious leaders which resulted not long afterwards in his arrest, trial and execution in Jerusalem. While his full humanity is prominently evident in his emotional response to the grief of Mary, Martha and their friends, his divinity is manifested above all other considerations. He is seen to have foreknowledge of Lazarus's death and what he would do to glorify God. Jesus teaches clearly that there is everlasting life through believing in him. He proves this by raising a body already into the stage of decomposition.


VISUAL

visuals for the READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, an illustration of the valley of dry bones like the one in the TEV Bible for Ezekiel 37:2 could be shown during the first reading.

If the illustration is used for first reading, display a drawing similar to the Good News Bible illustration for John 11:43 during the reading of the gospel.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama  resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading could be read by two readers: Ezekiel and the Lord; and the gospel could be read by several voices: narrator, Jesus, disciples/Thomas, Mary, Martha, and mourners. 


CHILDREN

TALKING WITH THE CHILDREN
The story of the first reading is a great story to tell dramatically to children, and its meaning can be explained simply.

SONG
See the suggestion above, under 'Dry Bones'. The children could do movements to go with the song.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-53)'. Material for this story may be found in Series A, 5 Lent, in both the original edition and the revised RCL edition.


