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Second Sunday in Lent A
LCA Worship Resources - Year A, Lent to Trinity
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR A

2020 - 08 March
2023 - 05 March
2026 - 01 March
2029 - 25 February
2032 - 22 February
2035 - 18 February
2038 - 21 March 

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Lent season' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
(John 3:14 NRSV)

OR, use one of the standard Lent Sentences in the document 'Lent season', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O God, 
since you know that by ourselves 
we have no strength: 
Keep us both outwardly and inwardly, 
that we may be defended from all adversities 
that may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts 
that may assault and hurt the soul; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, 
you know that by ourselves we have no strength. 
Defend us from all calamities 
that may happen to the body, 
and cleanse us from all evil thoughts 
that may attack the soul. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new (revised alternative)
(Let us pray that we deny ourselves and trust in Christ. [silence])
Merciful God, 
we thank you for sending your Son 
to suffer and give his life for all people. 
Teach us, who have been born again, 
to forget ourselves 
and rely only on Christ our Saviour. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Genesis 12:1-4a  The call of Abraham

PSALM
Psalm 121
Antiphon: 
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  
(Ps 121:2 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Romans 4:1-5,13-17  Abraham, our father, justified by faith

VERSE
Use either the Verse given in the order of service or the following verse.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life.  (John 3:16 NRSV)

GOSPEL
John 3:1-17  God so loved the world that he gave his only Son

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for coming into the world as Saviour. 
May we believe in you and be born again. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Thank you, loving God, 
for sending your Son as our Saviour. 
Help us to trust in him 
and follow wherever you lead us, 
serving you and our fellow human beings 
with all that we have. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
God called Abraham to follow him and promised him a son through whom blessing would come to all nations. Let us pray for the people of every nation, that God would bless them through Jesus Christ his Son.

The regular response, OR:
Look not on our sins, O Lord,
but on the faith of your church.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the nations of the world, that they may receive the blessing of peace
*	for all travellers, exiles and refugees, that God would guide them to a home to call their own
*	for all who inquire into the Christian faith (and for members of the pastor's class)
*	for those who preach and teach the gospel
*	for the Jewish people, that they may look to Christ as their messiah
*	for those preparing for baptism or confirmation at Easter

Concluding prayer
Father, you justified Abraham because he believed your promise. Grant that all may believe in your Son, Jesus Christ, so that they may not come into judgment, but receive life, forgiveness, and salvation through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

SEASONAL PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
He has taken on himself our sin, 
so that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

COMMUNION INVITATION
Every time we eat this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
For a Lent post-communion prayer, see the document 'Lent season', under 'Prayer after communion', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Merciful God, 
we thank you for sending your Son 
to suffer and give his life for us 
and to make us your people. 
Teach us, 
who have received his body and blood 
in this holy meal, 
to forget ourselves 
and rely only on Christ our Saviour. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

SEASONAL BLESSING
This seasonal blessing is used together with (ie before) the usual blessing in the order of service.

(May) Christ our crucified Saviour draw you to himself, 
so that you may find in him the assurance of sins forgiven 
and the gift of eternal life; . . . 

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God has loved you so much that he has given his only Son.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
LHS
180	Wake, arise, wake, arise G4
349	Jesus, I my cross have taken G3
407	If thou but suffer God to guide thee* (vv 1,7) G6
456	The God of Abraham praise G9
480	A pilgrim and a stranger* G6
854	Be still, my soul
862	As we step from the edge of morning GS
AT
87	Walkin’ down the road
101	Jesus, please watch over us
114	The promised land
246	Thy word is a lamp
384	If we will trust in God to guide us (vv 1,4)
403	God of Abraham (vv 1,10,17)
413	Will you come and follow me
TIS
123	Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side
125	The God of Abraham praise
554	If we will trust in God to guide us (vv 1,4)

Second reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
LHS
321	Faith is a living power from heaven* G5
324	Salvation unto us has come* G5
332	Thy works, not mine, O Christ* G8
456	The God of Abraham praise G9
851	Amazing grace GS
AT
114	The promised land
130	I am covered over
131	Amazing grace
144	No longer strangers
345	Nothing but the blood
TIS
125	The God of Abraham praise
129	Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)
195	Salvation now to us has come

Gospel: John 3:1-17
LHS
116	Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove*
127	Come, Holy Spirit, come* G4
130	O enter, Lord, Thy temple* (vv 1,2)
138	The Lord my God be praised
154	Amazing love that rent the heavens asunder* G4
164	Love divine, all loves excelling G3
271	The gospel shows the Father's grace G5
276	Dearest Jesus, we are here* G5 (baptism - infant)
279	He that believes and is baptized* G5 (baptism - general)
322	Dear Christians, one and all rejoice*
441	With joyful hearts your praises bring* G3
783	Christ is the world's light G6
791	O love, how deep, how broad, how high G5
793	To God be the glory GS
826	Father welcomes GS
835	Bread of heaven, on you we feed G5 (holy communion)
852	God loved the world so that He gave G5
863	Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine GS
881	O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder G7
AT	
4	Father welcomes
24	God’s love
126	The light of Christ
237	John 3:16
349	There is a redeemer
417	Water and the Spirit
421	Born forever
451	Saviour of the world
469	Wind is moving
TIS
118	We give immortal praise
147	To God be the glory
155	O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
194	O love how deep, how broad, how high
196	Dear Christians, one and all rejoice
213	Father, whose everlasting love
217	Love divine, all loves excelling
241	So God loved the people of the world
246	Christ is the world’s light
479	They that believe and are baptised (baptism - general)
480	Dearest Jesus, we are here (baptism - infant)
491	Father welcomes
494	In water we grow
513	Bread of heaven, on you we feed (holy communion)
676	A spendthrift lover is the Lord

PSALM 121
For musical settings of Psalm 121, see Music Packages 2 and 9. TIS 76, I to the hills will lift my eyes, and 77, Lifting my eyes up to the hills, are paraphrases of Psalm 121. Songs ATO 407 and LHS 868 are also based on this psalm.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

GENESIS 12:1-4a: Abraham lived around 2000 BC. He had settled in Haran, but God called him to go to a far country which he did not know. Not only that, but he would thereby need to break off relationships with his kindred people. He was promised, though childless, that he would be the ancestor of a great nation, that God would bless him and others through him and that all the families of the earth would be blessed through him. What an amazing faith Abraham displayed, simply to trust God's word and promise and to go.

ROMANS 4:1-5;13-17: In the previous chapter Paul told the Roman Christians that salvation is given as a free gift by God. It is not given in answer to a person's obedience to the commands of God's law the way Jewish teachers maintained. It is given solely by God's grace through faith in God's promises in the gospel of Christ. In this section Paul quotes Genesis 15:6 to illustrate to the Romans that there is no contradiction between this teaching and God's dealings in the Old Testament. Abram lived before the commands of the law were given. He was justified (acquitted of sin) before God by faith. God counted that to him as righteousness. Therefore all who believe, regardless of whether Jew of Gentile, can have the same blessing through Christ, simply through faith.

JOHN 3:1-17: The words of our Lord himself in this reading authenticate the previous two readings. Baptism bestows new life through the power of the Spirit. One is born again. No one can attain spiritual life through one's own human efforts, no matter how devoted or sincere. 'That which is born of the flesh is flesh.' The New Testament word 'flesh' includes the meaning of the 'sinful nature' inborn since the fall into sin. That is why new birth by the Spirit's washing is 'being born from above', which confers the kingdom of God. Our Lord made it even clearer in verse 16. It is God's love which not only sent his Son into the world and gave him into death, but also rescues from everlasting death and bestows everlasting life on whoever simply believes this promise of the Son.


VISUAL

visuals for the READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama  resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading could be read by two readers: narrator and the Lord; and the gospel could be read by three voices: narrator (the pastor), Jesus, and Nicodemus. 


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Jesus teaches Nicodemus (John 3:1-17)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Trinity, Series B, Book 1 
OR
Revised RCL Edition, 2 Lent, year A


