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Proper 6 A
LCA Worship Resources -Year A, Time after Pentecost
Sunday BETWEEN 12 and 18 June (if after Trinity) (Proper 6), year A

2020 - 14 June (2nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2023 - 18 June (3rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2026 - 14 June (3rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2029 - 17 June (4th Sunday after Pentecost)
2032 - 13 June (4th Sunday after Pentecost)
2035 - 17 June (5th Sunday after Pentecost)
2038 -  

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God's own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.  
(1 Pet 2:9 NRSV)

OR
At just the right time, when we were still powerless, 
Christ died for the ungodly.
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  (Rom 5:6,8 NIV)

OR
The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; 
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.  (Matt 9:37,38 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
Multiply your mercy upon us that, 
with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may so pass through good things temporal 
that we finally lose not those that are eternal; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, you protect all who trust in you, 
and without you 
nothing is strong and nothing is holy: 
In your great mercy 
guide us through the good things of this life, 
so that in the end 
we do not lose the things of eternal life. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for the compassion of Christ. [silence])
Merciful Father, 
you have freed us from guilt 
through your Son 
and called us to work with him 
in your kingdom. 
Help us to be as compassionate with others 
as he has been with us. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new 
(Let us pray for dedication in following Jesus. [silence])
Jesus, our Saviour, 
thank you for giving up everything for us, 
and making us your people. 
Live within us, 
and teach us to follow you 
without counting the cost. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) The Lord appears to Abraham to announce the birth of Isaac
Psalm 116:1,2,12-19
Antiphon:
How can I repay the Lord for all his goodness to me?  (Ps 116:12 NIV)
OR
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.  
(Ps 116:13 NRSV)

OR,1b
Exodus 19:2-8a A kingdom of priests, a holy nation
(If using NRSV or NIV, substitute 'the Israelites' for 'they' in v 2. If using TEV, begin: 'The people of Israel set up camp at . . . ')
Psalm 100
Antiphon:
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  (Ps 100:3c NRSV)

SECOND READING
Romans 5:1-8 Christ died for the ungodly

ALLELUIA VERSE (Matt 10:7 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Jesus said:) 'Go and proclaim the good news: 
The kingdom of heaven has come near.'
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Matthew 9:35 - 10:8 (9-23) Jesus sends out the Twelve

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for your compassion. 
Lead us to work for you 
and proclaim your kingdom. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Thank you, Lord, for calling us 
and giving us so many gifts, 
both physical and spiritual. 
Help us to go out and serve you 
by showing your compassion and love to others. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Call to prayer
We know that God in his love wants to give us more than we can ever ask for. So let us pray for all his people through faith in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Response
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may always live a life of faith
*	for our nation's leaders - the King, his representatives, the parliaments, the prime minister and cabinet, and departments, the opposition and the whole system of government
*	for human rights and justice, people and organisations that work for these, racial harmony
*	for women in childbirth, pregnant women, young parents, those who have experienced miscarriage, single parents, unborn children, women who have had an abortion (and family and friends affected by this).

Concluding prayer
Lord God, we put into your merciful hands all those people whom we pray for; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the fourth prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Jesus, our Saviour, 
in this sacrament, 
you have given yourself for us, 
and have strengthened us 
as your people. 
Live within us, 
and teach us to follow you 
without counting the cost. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

BEFORE THE BLESSING
The following verse may be used before the final blessing and dismissal.

Do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; 
for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. (Matt 10:19,20 NRSV)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to work in the Lord's kingdom.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7)
LHS
409	Commit whatever grieves thee* G6
440	Sing praise to God who reigns above G3
456	The God of Abraham praise G7
458	Praise the Lord! ye heavens, adore Him G8
893	Our Father, by whose name G6
903	Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord G7
AT
253	He turned my mourning into dancing
326	Shout for joy
333	You are our God
403	God of Abraham (vv 1,2)
TIS
93	Praise the Lord, ye heavens, adore him
110	Sing praise to God who reigns above
125	The God of Abraham praise
161	Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord

First reading (b): Exodus 19:2-8a
LHS
355	May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil* G3
356	Lord of glory, who hast bought us* G3
373	Lord, speak to me, that I may speak* G5
376	Jesus, Master, whose I am
379	Lord of creation, to Thee be all praise G6
442	Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the king of creation
456	The God of Abraham praise G7
804	The Church of Christ, in every age G5
AT
119	Come and praise him, royal priesthood
313	Christ, be our light
357	Give us hearts to know you, Lord
358	Gift to the world
411	On eagle’s wings
414	Take this moment
416	We will rise up
TIS
48	You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord
83	Let us with a gladsome mind
111	Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the king of creation
125	The God of Abraham praise
626	Lord of creation, to you be all praise

Second reading: Romans 5:1-8
LHS
112	Hail, Thou once despised Jesus G3
121	Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord* G4
141	Father of heaven, whose love profound G5
154	Amazing love, that rent the heavens asunder* G4
170	Chief of sinners though I be* G5
295	O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee* G3
321	Faith is a living power from heaven* G5
326	O how great is Thy compassion* G3
327	Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness* G3
329	By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless
333	All that I was, my sin, my guilt* G9
402	Rejoice, my heart, be glad and sing* G6
405	In God, my faithful God* G4
413	Why should cross and trial grieve me? G5
785	In Adam we have all been one GS
787	Jesus was born for us GS
794	What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul GS
803	Peace with the Father G7
851	Amazing grace, how sweet the sound GS
854	Be still my soul, the Lord is on your side
AT
130	I am covered over
131	Amazing grace
133	Jesus set us free
145	What wondrous love
240	My peace I give
336	Faith is
345	Nothing but the blood
349	There is a redeemer
352	Your love keeps following me
376	Faith, hope, and love
465	How deep is the love
TIS 
118	We give immortal praise
123	Be still, my soul, the Lord is on your side
129	Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)
131	Father of heaven, whose love profound
139	O love of God, how strong and true
154	Great is your faithfulness
155	O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
202	I know that my Redeemer
249	No weight of gold or silver
373	Hail, our once despised Jesus
399	Come, Spirit of God, holy Lord
425	Come, Spirit blest, our hearts inspire
466	Peace with the Father
683	God, when human bonds are broken

Gospel: Matthew 9:35 - 10:8 (9-23)
LHS
185	Sun of righteousness divine* G3
218	Arouse, O Lord, that zeal inspiring G5
221	Spread, O spread, thou mighty Word* G5
227	O Spirit of the living God G5
233	Lord of the harvest, hear
349	Jesus, I my cross have taken G3
795	When Jesus came, the demons cried GS
796	When to our world the Saviour came (alt tune 227, G5)
804	The Church of Christ, in every age G5
842	Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing G3
AT
31	Freely, freely
146	They knew who He was
226	All is nearness (When Jesus sat down on the lake-shore)
305	Thuma mina
313	Christ, be our light
348	Sing hey for the carpenter
402	God has chosen me
412	Sent by the Lord am I
413	The summons
450	When Jesus Christ worked here on earth
TIS
405	O Spirit of the living God
409	O breath of life, come sweeping through us
450	Spread, O spread, almighty word
460	The call of God resounding
461	God, your glory we have seen in your Son

PSALM 116:1,2,12-19
For musical settings of Psalm 116:1,2,12-19, see Music Packages 2, 3, 5 and 8. TIS 71, I love the Lord who has heard my prayer, is a version of Psalm 116:1-5,12-20.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 116:1-4,12-19 by David Schütz may be sung either to the tune Melita (LH 400, TIS 138) or to the tune of the Song of Mary in the Modern Vespers of Worship Today. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

I love the Lord! He hears my prayers,
so all I my life I'll call on him.
When snares of death entangled me,
and pangs of hell laid hold of me,
I called upon God's holy name:
'I beg you, Lord, to save my life!'

What shall I offer to the Lord
for all his goodness shown to me?
I will lift up salvation's cup
and call upon God's holy name,
I'll keep my promises to him
among his people gathered here.

O Lord, how dearly you are pained
when one of your true people dies!
I am your slave, your slavegirl's child,
so, Lord, I'll serve you all my days.
For you have freed me from the chains
that made me captive to the grave.

I pay my sacrifice of thanks,
and call upon God's holy name.
I pay my vows unto the Lord
among his people gathered here,
here in the holy house of God,
here in your midst, Jerusalem.

PSALM 100
For musical settings of Psalm 100, see Music Packages 3 and 7. See also TIS nos 59-62. LHS 433, 453, 879 and 882 are also based on Psalm 100, and so are AT 44, 56, and 107.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

GENESIS 18:1-15 (21:1-7): This account reverberates with an intense fervour on Abraham's part to please his guests. The three men are identified later in the chapter. One is the Lord (Jahweh) (verse 13), and two are angels (Chapter 19:1). This event occurs soon after God's detailed revelation to Abraham of the coming miraculous birth of a son to him and Sarah (Chapter 17). Abraham's meticulous attention to detail as he turns from task to task in the preparations suggests his awareness of the true identity of his guests and a possible covenantal aspect to the meal. The uncustomary enquiry after Sarah and announcement about her coming motherhood powerfully suggest the importance and nearness of the birth. The Lord's promise to return after a year (most translations) not only pinpoints expressly the time, but also indicates it will not come to pass of itself but by the Lord's own agency. Despite the initial laughter of Sarah, the birth transpires according to God's promise, marked by Abraham's obedience to observe the covenant command (circumcision) and Sarah's invitation to join her delighted subsequential laughter.

EXODUS 19:1-8a: The Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai the third month after they had left Egypt. Moses had been commanded at the burning bush to bring the people there. Though they were dispossessed of even the meagre security of their former slavery, God reminded them through his commands to Moses on the mountain that they were his special possession because of his miraculous rescue from the Egyptians, and because of his ownership of the whole earth. He would bestow on them the special privilege of individual access to himself (as priests). The people's quick response was assent. They in turn  were to keep his commands and serve him only as a holy nation set apart from the idolatry of the surrounding peoples.

ROMANS 5:1-8: In this reading Paul continues on from the teachings of the previous chapters on 'justification'. He enlarges now upon its results in the new life of the believer. There is now the experience of peace with God and access to him by his freely given favour (grace). Even suffering produces a positive outcome in terms of endurance, character and hope. All of this new relationship is based not on feeling but on fact. The fact that Christ died not for good people but for sinners establishes assurance of salvation and ensures God's forgiven people of the removal of his wrath. A Christian's boasting is indeed only in God.

MATTHEW 9:35-10:8 (9-23): The Lord saw the confused condition of people who were neglected by their religious leaders and felt compassion for them. His first emphasis to alleviate this distress was to teach and preach the message of salvation, backed up by comprehensive physical healing. When he enlisted the twelve disciples and sent them out on a special mission he also gave them special apostolic authority. They were given authority to preach the same message of the kingdom as he, and also the authority to heal and cast out demon spirits. The meticulous instructions which follow are in the form of principles to be applied so as to facilitate the urgent need to get the message out quickly.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading (1a) from Genesis could be read dramatically by four or five readers: narrator, Abraham, visitor / the Lord, Sarah; and the first reading (1b) from Exodus could be read by three readers: narrator, the Lord, one of the people. The gospel could be read by two readers: narrator (the pastor) and Jesus.

COMMISSIONING/BLESSING FOR HEALING
As today's gospel tells of Jesus sending out his disciples to heal, it may be appropriate today to commisssion or bless those in the congregation who are 'sent out' for any kind of healing ministry. See Church Rites and Rites and Resources for Pastoral Care for various installation and blessing rites. Note also the suggestions in these LCA Worship Resources in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Blessings of people', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Before or after the prayer of the church, those involved could be invited up, and after a suitable word of God and a brief prayer, a blessing such as the following could be said as hands are briefly laid on each person: 'I bless you, N, for___/in___, in the name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.'


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Worship the Lord with gladness (Psalm 100)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year A, Semester 2, 4 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year A, Semester 2, Proper 6.



