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DAY OF REPENTANCE


LITURGY

CONFESSION OF SINS
Consider using the 'Order for Confession and Absolution' (Supplement to the Lutheran Hymnal, page 32; Approved Worship Services, D08) on this day. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
since you do not desire the death of sinners, 
but that they turn from their wickedness and live: 
Graciously turn from us 
those punishments which we by our sins have deserved, 
and grant us grace 
always to serve you in purity and holiness; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
you do not want sinners to die, 
but to turn away from their wickedness and live. 
In your loving kindness, 
do not punish us as we deserve 
because of our sins. 
Help us always to serve you 
in purity and holiness. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR
Almighty and merciful Lord, 
in your kindness give us pardon and forgiveness 
of all our sins, 
time to amend our lives, 
and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Nehemiah 1:4-11a Nehemiah's prayer

PSALM 
Psalm 6
Antiphon: 
Deliver me for the sake of your steadfast love. (Ps 6:4b NRSV)

SECOND READING
1 John 1:5 - 2:2 Living in the light

ALLELUIA VERSE
Alleluia, alleluia.
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news. (Mark 1:15 NRSV)
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 15:1-32 The parable of the lost son

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Consider using the litany (from the Lutheran Hymnal and Supplement, page 80, or Approved Worship Services, D10, disk or print-out), or the following prayer:

Call to prayer
Just as our Lord once welcomed sinners and ate with them, so he welcomes us now and gives us his gracious presence. With confidence let us pray in his name to our Father in heaven.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, in your unending mercy,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	thanks for the mercy of God; and for the way he has worked repentance in our hearts
*	that God would keep our eyes open to our need for his mercy, and save us from judging others
*	that God would have mercy on all those who have sinned against him - especially those who despair of ever receiving forgiveness
*	that those who mock God and his church would be saved from God's wrath, and led into life-giving repentance.

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, you show your justice chiefly in showing mercy. Let all who turn to you receive the gift of eternal life as a free gift from you, and so let your justice reign on earth. For this and for whatever else we need on the journey to our heavenly home, grant us, Father, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.


VISUAL

COLOUR
The colour for the day is violet (as for Lent). 


OTHER

KNEELING
The act of kneeling has strong scriptural precedent, and in modern translations of the Bible the word meaning to prostrate or to kneel is often translated simply as to worship. It originates in societies where one would make oneself small in the presence of someone great. It was not originally a posture for prayer (in fact, the early church directed worshippers to stand for prayer, especially on Sundays and days of Easter, as a sign of the resurrection), but was rather the posture of repentance and humility. 

The practice of kneeling is less common today than it used to be, whether for confession, prayer, or receiving communion. In some places it is in fact impossible, due to the physical constraints of the worship area (lack of kneelers/kneeling pads and close, fixed pews). Yet this posture is particularly appropriate for a day of repentance.

The liturgy of the LCA suggests four points for kneeling:

*	for the confession and absolution
Kneeling as a sign of repentance. The congregation and minister kneel, facing the altar, after the call to confession ('Friends in Christ . . .')

*	for the 'Holy, holy, holy'
An old, but little known, Lutheran practice, suggested in the rubrics for the Service - Alternative Form in the Lutheran Hymnal with Supplement (page 71). Suggested by Rev 4:8-11, the act of kneeling in this case is a sign of worship and reverence in the presence of the holy God.

*	for the 'Lamb of God'
Here kneeling is a sign of penitence, reverence, and supplication.

*	to receive holy communion
Although for practical purposes (such as large numbers), congregations sometimes receive communion standing or in procession, kneeling is an act of adoration for Christ present in the bread and the wine of the eucharist. Lutherans have therefore traditionally knelt to receive communion as a confession of faith in the real presence. It is interesting to note that the infamous black rubric of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer forbade Anglicans to kneel to receive communion because Christ is not here, but in heaven. Our act of kneeling confesses precisely that Christ has come down to be present with us.

If the litany (Lutheran Hymnal with Supplement, page 80, or Approved Worship Services, D10, disk or print-out) is used during Lent, it is also appropriate to kneel for these prayers, since they are by nature penitential prayers.


