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Proper 10 A
LCA Worship Resources -Year A, Time after Pentecost
Sunday BETWEEN 10 and 16 JULY (Proper 10), year A

2020 - 12 July (6th Sunday after Pentecost)
2023 - 16 July (7th Sunday after Pentecost)
2026 - 12 July (7th Sunday after Pentecost)
2029 - 15 July (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
2032 - 11 July (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
2035 - 15 July (9th Sunday after Pentecost)
2038 - 11 July (4th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, 
but those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the Spirit.  (Rom 8:5 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O God, whose never-failing providence 
orders all things in heaven and earth: 
Put away from us all hurtful things, 
and give us whatever is profitable for us; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, everything is in your care. 
Put away from us all things that are harmful, 
and give us whatever is profitable for us. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for the gift of spiritual growth. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God, 
you have planted in us the seed of your word. 
Help us by your Holy Spirit 
to receive it with joy 
and live according to it, 
so that we may grow in faith, hope, and love. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray that God's word will bear fruit. [silence])
Kind and generous God, 
you have planted and watered 
the seed of your word in us. 
Use it to produce a rich harvest 
in us and through us. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Genesis 25:19-34 Jacob gains the birthright of Esau
Psalm 119:105-112
Antiphon:
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
(Ps 119:105 NRSV)

OR, 1b
Isaiah 55:10-13 God's word will succeed
(Begin: 'The Lord says:')
Psalm 65:(1-8)9-13
Antiphon:
The valleys deck themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy.  (Ps 65:13b NRSV)
OR
The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.  (based on Matt 13:8)

SECOND READING
Romans 8:1-11 You are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit

ALLELUIA VERSE (Isa 55:11 NIV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
So is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire.
Alleluia.
Note: The song 'My word is like the snow and rain' (ATN 39) may be used for the verse.

GOSPEL
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 The parable of the sower

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for the seed of God's word planted in our hearts. 
May it bear fruit in our lives. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Thank you, Lord, for all your gifts, 
especially for your word, 
which comforts us and sets us free. 
May we take your message of love and forgiveness to heart, 
and live fruitful and productive lives, 
serving others for you. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Call to prayer
God sows the seed of his word in our hearts so that we may bear fruit, the fruit of faith in him and love for other people. Let us pray for his church and for all people in need.

The regular response, OR:
We pray to the Lord.
Lord, in mercy, hear us.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may proclaim the word of God boldly
*	for those who have heard the word and have not taken to heart its message
*	for protection from fire, flood, disease, famine, war, accidents, social strife
*	for travellers (including those who have stressful travel to and from work)
*	for refugees and outcasts

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for the gift of your word. Let your word take root in our hearts. We ask you to listen in mercy to the prayers of your people; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and merciful God, 
you have planted in us the seed of your word, 
and nurtured us 
with the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Help us by your Holy Spirit
to grow in faith, hope, and love. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

BEFORE THE BLESSING
The following verses from the alternative first reading (1b) may be used before the blessing:

You shall go out in joy, 
and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  
(Isa 55:12 NRSV)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace and bear much fruit in your lives.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Genesis 25:19-34
LHS 
383	O Lord, who hast my place assigned
388	All depends on our possessing* G3
415	Whatever God ordains is good* G3
865	God will take care of us all through the day G6
874	The will of God is always best G9
AT
1	Lord of our days
29	Wait on me
354	Change my heart, O God
401	Follow me
TIS
109	What God ordains is always good
556	All depends on our possessing
648	Help us accept each other
656	Jesus, my Lord
685	Lord, I come to you

First reading (b): Isaiah 55:10-13
LHS
259	Speak, O Lord, thy servant heareth* G7
511	Almighty Father, bless the Word* G5
515	On what has now been sown* G9
739	When the King shall come again
824	Your word, O Lord, is gentle dew
AT
39	My word is like the snow and rain 
67	Let your word fill my days
196	The trees of the field
239	Listen to him
TIS 
621	O God of every nation
663	Isaiah the prophet
755	You shall go out

Second reading: Romans 8:1-11
LHS
67	And can it be, that I should gain (alt tune TIS 209)
101	Jesus lives! thy terrors now* G5
121	Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord* G4
122	O Holy Ghost, thou gift divine* G5
124	O Holy Spirit, enter Thou* G3
125	Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly dove G5
128	O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God* G5
324	Salvation unto us has come* G5
772	Come, Holy Spirit, come G4
773	Filled with the Spirit’s power G7
774	Holy Spirit, ever dwelling G6
AT
133	Jesus set us free
182	Christ is changing everything
251	God sends us his Spirit
265	Take us now, we are yours
495	Come and follow me
TIS
118	We give immortal praise
195	Salvation now to us has come
209	And can it be, that I should gain
372	Jesus lives! your terrors now
399	Come, Spirit of God, holy Lord
400	O Holy Spirit, enter in
401	O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God
402	Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly dove
410	Holy Spirit, ever dwelling
411	Filled with the Spirit's power

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
LHS
221	Spread, O spread, thou mighty Word* G5
243	How beauteous are their feet* G5
259	Speak, O Lord, Thy servant heareth* G7
267	Almighty God, Thy word is cast* G6
507	Open now thy gates of beauty* G3
515	On what has now been sown* G9
844	Sent out by God’s blessing G6
AT
39	My word is like the snow and rain
67	Let your word
226	All is nearness
TIS
439	What shall we offer our good Lord
450	Spread, O spread, almighty word
461	God, your glory we have seen
531	Sent forth by God’s blessing
597	Master, speak, thy servant heareth
636	God has spoken to his people

SECOND READING INTERSPERSED WITH HYMN VERSES
In one of his motets, J S Bach intersperses verses of the chorale Jesu, meine Freude (Jesus, priceless treasure, LH 149) with verses from Romans 8. In a similar way, the second reading for today could be read as follows, broken up with the singing of verses of 'Jesus, priceless treasure' (modernised translation by David Schubert). The Scripture version here for Romans 8:1-11 is TEV.

Reader: 	The second reading is written in chapter 8 of St Paul's Letter to the Romans, beginning at verse 1.

Cong/Choir:
Jesus, priceless treasure,
source of purest pleasure,
you are my delight.
How my heart is burning,
I am filled with yearning:
stay within my heart.
Lamb of God,
my loving Lord,
I need nothing else beside you;
Lord, let nothing hide you.

Reader: 	There is no condemnation now for those who live in union with Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit, which brings us life in union with Christ Jesus, has set me free from the law of sin and death. What the Law could not do, because human nature was weak, God did. He condemned sin in human nature by sending his own Son, who came with a nature like our sinful nature, to do away with sin. God did this so that the righteous demands of the Law might be fully satisfied in us who live according to the Spirit, and not according to human nature.

Cong/Choir:
In your arms you calm me;
those who wish to harm me
cannot reach me here.
Though the earth is shaking,
every heart is quaking,
Jesus will stay near.
Lightnings flash
and thunders crash;
yet, though sin and hell attack me,
Jesus will protect me.

Reader: 	Those who live as their human nature tells them to, have their minds controlled by what human nature wants. Those who live as the Spirit tells them to, have their minds controlled by what the Spirit wants. To be controlled by human nature results in death; to be controlled by the Spirit results in life and peace. And so people become enemies of God when they are controlled by their human nature; for they do not obey God’s law, and in fact they cannot obey it. Those who obey their human nature cannot please God.

Cong/Choir:
More than any pleasure,
Jesus is my treasure,
Jesus, he alone.
This world's empty glory,
with its tempting story,
calls to me in vain.
Pain or loss
or shame or cross
will not part me from my Saviour;
he loves me forever.

Reader: 	But you do not live as your human nature tells you to; instead, you live as the Spirit tells you to - if, in fact, God's Spirit lives in you. Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ lives in you, the Spirit is life for you because you have been put right with God, even though your bodies are going to die because of sin. If the Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from death, lives in you, then he who raised Christ from death will also give life to your mortal bodies by the presence of his Spirit in you.

Cong/Choir:
Vanish, thoughts of sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Though the storms may gather,
those who love the Father
still have peace within.
Through all pain
you will remain
still my joy and purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure.

Reader: 	This is the word of the Lord.
Cong.	Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:105-112
For musical settings of Psalm 119:105-112, see Music Package 3. TIS 75, Blessed are those whose way is blameless, is a version of Psalm 119:1-2,105-6,108,110-112. LHS 345, O that the Lord would guide my ways*, and AT 246, Thy word is a lamp, based partly on the verses of Psalm 119 for today.

PSALM 65:(1-8)9-13
For musical settings of Psalm 65, see Music Packages 1 and 9. LHS 567, Sing to the Lord of harvest*, is based partly on Psalm 65.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

GENESIS 25:19-34: As with Sarah, God overruled Rebecca's barrenness to enable the fulfilment of his promise to Abraham of a nation of descendants. No doubt Isaac's prayer was caused by his belief in the promise. The answer to his prayer included a crisis for Rebecca though, once again a part of God's future workings. This time the prophecy pointed to the relationship of two nations, the natures of both boys also prefiguring future history. While Jacob's dealing were not always wholly admirable, he shows here the spiritual interest and desire which respected God's promises connected with the Abraham-Isaac succession. Esau most emphatically did not.

ISAIAH 55:10-13: The open, gracious invitations to the oppressed people of God to receive freely of his physical and spiritual bounty are now given further credence. Isaiah assures the people that the word and promise of God always accomplish his purpose in due time. In fact, this is couched in terms of God's own decree! Terms of hyperbole in contrasting images drawn from nature guarantee that joy and peace will replace the people's former devastations.

ROMANS 8:1-11: The indwelling sin of a believer creates many a crisis of conscience (see previous chapter). However, the believing Christian now lives in the Spirit who brings one to faith. God took the condemnatory law and placed its burden on his own Son. Christ himself met the complete requirements of God's law which God rightly demanded of all people. Believers have in this way been set free from the law of sin and death. Therefore no believing Christian can set his/her mind on the things of the 'flesh', ie sinful pleasures which militate against the Spirit's indwelling. Even though a Christian is still afflicted by sin, yet the Spirit imparts life just as the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead.

MATTHEW 13:1-9,18-23: Not only is the word of God to be 'heard', but it is to be heard with a heart which is open to its truth and gladly receives what it clearly says without rejection. Wherever people hear the word of God itself with 'good and honest hearts', taught in its clear and simple truth, there will always be a harvest. Wherever intellectual sophistication, shallow reception, material riches or cares and worries of life come first, the word (like the seed) is choked of its growth. Jesus told this parable in the climate of contemporary rejection (see vv 10-17), but meant its teaching for the benefit of the future church. To which category will we belong?


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the gospel could be accompanied by pictures showing a sower and different seeds.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. 

As the gospel is read, it could be mimed by one person or several people (each one representing a different kind of seed) - could be children.

A gospel procession could be held to emphasise God's word being sown among his people. See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Gospel procession', in the ' General and seasonal' folder.


CHILDREN

CHILDREN AND THE GOSPEL
Children could be involved in either the suggestion under 'Visual' above, to hold up pictures during the reading, or as part of the mime of the gospel (see 'Dramatising the readings' above).

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'The parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-9,18-23)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year A, Semester 2, 8 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year A, Semester 2, Proper 10


