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Noel Schoff (right) addressing the walkers

Volume 21   Number 2 May 2011

A Walk on the Hahndorf Pioneer Women’s Trail
About 36 FoLA members and friends met at the Bridgewater Mill to walk a short section of the trail on
Saturday 16 April, a mild sunny day. Noel Schoff, a retired history teacher and experienced walker, gave us
an introductory talk and also a two-page history of the trail and its surroundings.

If some of us anticipated walking exactly in our ancestor’s
footsteps, Noel told us otherwise. I quote from his hand-out:

‘The route most probably taken from Hahndorf to the slab
hut precursor of the Crafers Hotel at the gap in the range is
found on an early map by BT Finnis (1841), deputy
surveyor to Light (and later first SA Premier in 1856). This
topographical map shows that, having crossed the
Onkaparinga River, the women followed the available
ridges westward to Crafers. From here the trail (wider
because more used) descended past the precursor of The
Eagle on the Hill and down Gleeson’s Hill to the plain. The
steepest section, Bridgewater to Crafers, followed what
became the Old Mount Barker Road. This is altogether reasonable – a footpath/bridleway would
obviously take the easiest route; this would later be widened for drays and other horse-drawn wheeled
vehicles, and eventually cars and trucks in the 20th century. The development of clusters of buildings, for
example around Dunn’s Mill a little south at Bridgewater and the settlement at Stirling, would lead to the
development of new routes and the decline of earlier ones along with their associated enterprises (for
example, The Rural Deanery pub). This later route became the Mount Barker Road which in its turn has
now been largely superseded by the South East Freeway, whose massive associated earthmoving has
completely altered large sections of the local topography.’

We walked only the first half of the Bridgewater — Crafers trail. We experienced the quiet of the
surroundings, a glimpse of where the Rural Deanery once stood, the wonder of a stringy bark forest, the
challenge of an uphill section with exposed tree roots and rocks, and the relief as the path widened and we
walked down-hill through the golf course. We could easily imagine the trepidation of the walkers from
Hahndorf who set out at midnight with their burden of produce to arrive in Adelaide by 8 or 9am, walking
through the hills by moonlight and possibly lamplight.

Those first walkers would rest for a while by a creek at around 4am and tidy themselves before approaching
the settlement of Adelaide. After selling their produce, they would buy some essentials, like fabrics and
sewing equipment, then proceed to Klemzig to enjoy the company of other German emigrants before setting
out for home again. As Noel writes, ‘They made the return trip up what some maps called the Road to the
Stringy Bark Forest, to Crafers, and on to Hahndorf.’

According to Reg Butler as quoted in The Hahndorf Walkers by ER Simpson, those early walkers often drew
straws to decide the head and the tail of the single file as these were considered the most dangerous positions
on the paths at night. It seems they often sang hymns as they walked. The home journey was even more
dangerous, as they were carrying the rewards from their produce in their pockets, and it was rumoured that a
few escaped convicts from the eastern states lived in the Tiers.

The produce brought excellent prices, as most English settlers were more interested in land speculation than
growing crops, so when the Hahndorf people had plenty of produce, they would make the trip twice a week.
In winter they probably made fewer trips because of ‘less produce and shorter days.’ If it rained, as it does in
winter, it would have been more difficult. Some of the walkers reportedly made the journey barefoot.

Even if we did not walk exactly the same path, we felt we had a better idea of what those Hahndorf walkers
faced to get their produce to market in those early days. Helen Schubert
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Missionary Kühn & the History of Point Pearce Aboriginals
Over 100 members at the FoLA meeting on 21 February heard Skye
Krichauff tell the story of the Narungga Aboriginals who lived in the
northern part of Yorke Peninsula. Her talk was based on an MA thesis in
which she examined the cross-culture between the Narungga people and
the Europeans of the 19th century. At the time, the Narungga grew up
knowing their family roots, culture and country and actively incorporated
aspects of settler life that appealed and were useful to them. They were
ruled by ‘King Tommy’ whose word was law. They were not helpless
victims depending on the mercy of the settlers or the Government but
arranged to make the most of a disadvantaged system to secure a future
for their children and grandchildren. Although they were losing their land
through subdivision and were losing access to some of their hunting and
fishing land, they were able to find seasonal work with the farmers, shearing and harvesting. When the
Wallaroo and Moonta mines opened in 1859 and 1861, they settled near the mines finding work as miners,
bullock drivers and domestics, for which, as the newspapers recorded, they ‘were remunerated accordingly’.
It is recorded that the Narungga either hunted or went to work to earn their living. They frequently moved
between Wallaroo, Kadina, Moonta and a favourite meeting place of theirs, Tiparra Springs. They adapted
traditional skills for the new market economy and went bush to make possum skin coats to sell – and for their
own use. At this time, the pious Cornish and Welsh miners felt deeply grieved by the physical and moral
degradation of the Aboriginal people, as the women were often preyed on by European men. The Narungga
also felt the need for education and one of them counted the various groups of adults and children, recording
them in an exercise book. He found that the number of Aboriginal people living in the Copper Triangle was
252. This document was considered quite remarkable as it was believed to be the first census of a native race
conducted by an Aboriginal.
This was the situation that existed when missionary Julius Kühn arrived in 1866. It was considered an answer
to their cry for help and it was thought that missionary Kühn would be their European guide and teacher.
Before his arrival, meetings were held at the mining towns to establish committees to petition the
Government for land and funds and it was decided that the most suitable site would be at Point Pearce, a
traditional meeting place of the Aborigines containing numerous and vital sacred sites. This area was
ultimately set aside as a permanent reserve.
A strong bond developed between Kühn and the Narungga, due to his sincere nature and King Tommy’s
influence. King Tommy recognised that literacy was a way to secure a place in the dominant society. Kühn
visited the Narungga camp and next day had 30 students attend his school. Within a few weeks he had 40 to
50 ‘natives’ around him spread over two sessions a day. Then he would visit others in their wurlies. When the
Narungga moved their wurlies 3–4 miles distant, he lamented that he found it very tiring and that several
people could be employed to do his work. However, he was more than just a teacher. He looked after and fed
young children, nursed the sick and, at the request of Narungga women, escorted immoral white men from
their camps when the men were away hunting.
In Kühn they found a hard working servant who treated them as equals, and when there was talk of him
leaving to go north to Coopers Creek, many Narungga, with tears in their eyes, begged him to stay. The
Narungga were free to move about the land and school was not compulsory. They accepted his personality,
methods and doctrine, entrusting him with their sick, elderly and children, especially when they went into the
bush. They genuinely liked Kühn as a protector and advocate whose primary aim was to serve them.
Although Kühn spoke to the Narungga in their own language and respected their freedom, he could not
accept their heathen customs and rituals. He made it quite clear that to be a Christian, they would have to
renounce their old practices. Kühn made no attempt to preserve any of the Aboriginal practices or customs.
Neither did he force them to become Christians. They did so of their own free choice.
His basic medical skills, care and attention built the impression that he had the magic touch. This is why the
Narungga trusted him, resulting in many becoming Christian. However, when in 1872 sixteen Aboriginals
died of whooping cough, their faith in Kühn dramatically diminished and many families took their children
away from the mission. After this, very few Narungga attended his services or listened to his beliefs. By 1877
Kühn conducted services in their camps, but returned with a heavy heart as the ‘natives’ showed little or no
interest in spiritual matters. 1879 was the beginning of the end of his mission to the Narungga and he
transferred to a parish. Eric Fiebig
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The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church, Wayville SA: a Brief History
62 years have passed since the formation of a specifically Latvian congregation in Adelaide and later this
year the congregation will celebrate the 40th anniversary of the dedication of its church plant. On 11 April
FoLA members were privileged to hear Valdis Andersons give us an interesting resume of its history. After
pinpointing the historical causes of the migration in the late 1940s, Valdis outlined the history of the
congregation from its establishment in 1949, before discussing more recent developments and dilemmas.

A small Baltic nation of some 2 million people, Latvia has only rarely enjoyed political independence during
the past three centuries. After one such ‘Golden Age’ (1918–1940) the year 1941 was disastrous. Within that
one year some 14,500 Latvians were forcibly transported from Latvia to Siberia and, apart from a brief
period when advancing German troops gave temporary respite, for most of the next 50 years Latvia was
again under the brutal rule of an aggressive Soviet Union.

Many Latvians had, however, already fled the country ahead of the advancing Russian forces and by the end
of World War II had taken refuge in one of the many camps for displaced persons in Western Europe, thus
opening the way for a significant number of refugees to migrate overseas.

Largely as a result of the initiative of the then Minister for Immigration, Arthur Caldwell, the Australian
Government not only showed interest but also won Trade Union sanction to encourage considerable numbers
of these refugees to migrate to Australia. There were certain safeguards or restrictions. A two-year obligatory
work-contract was required and the work opportunities were mostly in those areas least likely to jeopardise
the jobs of Australian workers – in railways, forestry, and hospitals. But, pleased to escape the devastation of
post-war Europe, especially also the threat of Communism, over 19,000 Latvians migrated to Australia
between 1947 and 1954, a significant number of these to South Australia.

While many of these migrants entertained the fond hope of one day returning to an independent Latvia, the
majority also appreciated the freedom and the opportunities offered in Australia and readily faced the
challenges presented with differences in language, culture, food, seasonal differences and the like.

The early arrivals in SA were met not only by officials from the Immigration Department, but often also by
Lutheran Church representatives, including UELCA President Dr JJ Stolz and the legendary Pastor
Zinnbauer. By early 1949 a Latvian Association had been constituted in Adelaide, and it elected Voldemars
Malins to meet with the Australian Lutheran Church to organise Latvian Lutheran affairs and to prepare for
the setting up of a specifically Latvian congregation with its own pastor in Adelaide. On 3 February 1949 the
Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Congregation came into being and the following year former Latvian army
chaplain, Pastor Verners Voitkus, was called to serve the congregation. He arrived in 1951 and served the
congregation for 24 years (1951–1974).

In 1960 the members set up a fund to collect money for the erection of their own church plant. Eleven years
later this vision became reality and the new building in Wayville was completed and dedicated on 3 October
1971. The structure of the church plant is significant, comprising the church building itself and a separate
free-standing tower, topped with a copper steeple which is a smaller reproduction of the steeple of St Peter’s
Cathedral in the Latvian Capital, Riga. The symbolism is clear. The congregation had close links to, but at
the same time was remote from, the home church in Latvia.

Various auxiliaries and organisations were formed during the six decades. Two Latvian schools with
Saturday morning classes were begun in 1949 and 1951 and then amalgamated under the energetic
leadership of Pastor Voitkus. A choir was soon functioning under the baton of Mr Arvid Kantz. An aid
auxiliary raised funds for invalided or aged relatives and pensioners still remaining in Europe. An active
youth group also flourished in the 70s and 80s under the guidance of deaconess Regina Friedenfelds.

More recently, however, membership and attendance have declined. Various contributing factors have been
suggested: natural attrition; declining numbers of Latvians generally due to intermarriage; some members
seeing the church more as one of the ‘pillars of Latvian society’ than as an agent promoting a living Christian
faith; undue focus on correctness of traditional rituals and roles within the congregation; leadership positions
in the hands of the older generation giving the impression that church is in effect an old people’s activity.

While we are saddened to hear of declining numbers in the congregation, we are also aware that there are
many of Latvian heritage who are today actively involved in English speaking church life, the Latvian
congregation having played a vital role in bridging the language and culture gaps over the past 60 years.

Lloyd John
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Coming Events
‘The Mad Church Photographer’
Speaker: Peter Bartrop
Monday 20 June at 7.30pm
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide
(See previous newsletter)

Listening to their voices: Tracking paper trails
in archives in Germany
Speaker: Gerhard Ruediger
Monday 25 July at 7.30 pm
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide

Gerhard Ruediger has been a volunteer with the
Lutheran Archives – on a special assignment –
for more than three years. Since migrating to
Australia in October 2006, and after marrying a
direct descendent of former missionary Clamor
Schürmann, he became interested in the history of
German migration to Australia, the German
Lutherans, and subsequently the story around the
four Dresden missionaries to Aborigines in the
infant South Australia. During his last three visits
‘home’ he established contact and forged strong
links with relevant agencies that are the today’s
homes of these stories: archives, mission agencies,
church colleges and other bodies.

During his recent trip through Germany, between
September 2010 and January 2011, our questions
led him to Neuendettelsau and Oberursel,
Herrnhut, Greiz and Berlin as well as Leipzig and
Dresden. From the Dresdners’ links with the Old
Lutherans of Berlin to Teichelmann’s birds in
Altenburg (FoLA News 2011/1), it was a journey
full of discoveries and surprises, giving a glimpse
into the rich store of Australian Lutheran history
held in German archives. Gerhard’s talk will
conclude with the plans for a Kaurna delegation to
participate in the 175th anniversary celebrations
of the Leipzig Mission.

Siassi: another day in paradise. Or is it? Was it
ever?
Speaker: Colin Hayter
Monday 22 August at 7.30 pm
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide
Our speaker will reflect on the story of mission in
the Siassi Islands in PNG over the last 160 years,
in particular the 100 years of Lutheran mission
endeavour celebrated in April 2011, by taking a
look at some of the themes interwoven into the
historical record: Catholic conflict, internal
tensions, language issues, isolation, conspiracy
theories, evangelisation of New Guineans by New
Guineans, government/mission relationships, and
the development of education and training

programs which are amongst the best in PNG.

Colin Hayter is a retired Lutheran teacher. He
taught at Lablab and Gelem on Siassi in New
Guinea in the years 1965–1972. He is keenly
interested in the story of the Lutheran mission in
New Guinea and has recently returned from the
centenary celebrations held on Siassi.

The Women of Bloomfield Mission
Speaker: Regina Ganter
Monday 26 September at 7.30 pm
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide
Women do not feature very prominently in the
public memory of missions, but their absence was
felt very strongly among Lutheran missionaries
and lay workers in the remote north Queensland
mission at Bloomfield River. This talk explores
the role of missionary wives and the troubles
arising from their absence.

Associate Professor Regina Ganter is an ARC
Future Fellow researching German missionaries
and collectors in Australia. She has taught
Australian History at Griffith University for more
than twenty years and is the author of two prize-
winning books on northern Australian history, and
of a Q150 sesquicentenary website on German
missionaries in Queensland:
http://missionaries.griffith.edu.au/

FoLAV event
Dedication of plaque

for grave of Herman Herlitz
The dedication will mark the completion of
restoration work on the gravesite of Hermann
Herlitz (1834–1920). This event will take place on
Sunday 29 May at 1 pm in the Lutheran Section at
the Melbourne General Cemetery in Carlton
(Melway Map 2B). To get to the Herlitz grave, the
best approach is to go to Lygon St, then enter by the
East Gate opposite Newry St and follow East
Avenue. It leads to ‘Lutheran C’ where Herlitz is
buried. In 1997 AKi (German Lutheran Trinity
Church Historical Society) made the restoration of
the grave one of its projects. Several attempts to do
the work with their own human resources were
unsuccessful. Through the National Trust's
Cemeteries Committee and a freelance conservation
architect they received professional cost estimates
in 1999. Their realisation failed due to lack of
funds. Undeterred, AKi kept quietly working on the
project until finally in 2009 a financial solution
presented itself which paved the way for a
restoration firm to be commissioned. The
restoration is now successfully completed and the
gravesite is once again in a presentable condition.
[Thanks to Herbert Mees for this information.]

http://missionaries.griffith.edu.au/
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Archivist’s Report
Congregations that have recently deposited
records (minute books, registers, etc.):
NSW: Dubbo, Sydney Trinity
QLD: Blackwater, Caboolture, Capella,

Clermont, Emerald, Wararba,
Witta (Teutoburg)

SA: Blyth, Clare, Pinnaroo, Schoenborn,
Victor Harbor

VIC: Murrayville

Family Histories that have been donated:
Johann Jakob Ahrns descendants, Klitscher,
Lindner & Pobke, Traeger Family 1 (Carl’s
Story).

Some interesting acquisitions have been:

 LTC minute books and course booklets
 Photo albums (Pastors Wiencke and

E Auricht)
 Adelaide Latvian 35th anniversary history

booklet 1949-1984 (in Latvian)
 Langmeil Church Choir 125th anniversary

booklet
 Researching German Women Pioneers

(Proceedings from 2010 workshop)
 Footprints of the Pioneers: Stories of Henty’s

early settlers
 History of Bangerang District 1874–1991
 Papsdorf & Treutler, Die Auswanderung

preußischer Lutheraner nach Australien
 Germans: Travellers, settlers and their

descendants in Australia

 Passing of a Volunteer
We have been saddened by the recent death of
Bill Etscheid, a former volunteer at the Archives.
Bill came to Australia from the US with his young
family, and he and his wife taught in Lutheran
primary schools at Henty NSW and in the Barossa
Valley SA. Upon retirement in Adelaide Bill came
to volunteer at the Archives in 1989. He was a
valuable helper in sorting and shelving material
here until he retired in 2003.

Germans: Travellers, settlers and their
descendants in Australia

This recently-published book contains a valuable
collection of articles on important South
Australian Germans. Included are the Dresden
missionaries, the Moravian missionaries, botanist
Richard Schomburgk, artist Alexander Schramm,
lawyer Ulrich Hübbe, ethnographer Erhard
Eylmann, poet Paul Pfeiffer, Nazi Heinrich
Becker, teacher Karl Mützelfeldt, theologian
Hermann Sasse, and artist Nora Heysen. As well,
there are articles on Mecklenburger migration,
German naturalists, Barossa women, the Barossa
Cookery Book, internment and post-war migrants.
Each article has been written by a specialist in that
field. We sell the book at the Archives for $35,
but Wakefield Press (tel 08 8362 8800, or
www.wakefieldpress.com.au) has a special offer
of free postage at the moment. Don’t miss out!

Lyall Kupke
Archivist

Tax-Deductible Donations
At this time of the year we remind you that
donations to the Lutheran Archives are tax-
deductible. These donations continue to be
very important for the daily running of the
Archives.

Our Assistant Archivist, Rachel Hoffmann,
has been most valuable to the Archives. We
wish to continue this position next year, but
the LCA has not given us the additional funds
needed for it. Will you help us to maintain the
Assistant Archivist position? Any donations
are greatly appreciated.

Cheques to the Lutheran Archives Fund
must reach the Archives before 30th June to
be included in this financial year.

You can use your credit card by filling in the
details on the enclosed form.

.

Archives Bookshop
Researching German Women Pioneers

$5 ($7.50 posted)
Footprints of the Pioneers – Stories of

Henty’s early settlers $22 ($30 posted)
Traeger Family 1 (Carl’s Story) $85 ($95
posted)
Johann Jakob Ahrns descendants

Book $27.50 ($35 posted)
CD $11 ($12.50 posted)

Hartwich Reunion, 1-2 October 2011
A Hartwich reunion will be held in Hamilton,
Victoria, on 1–2 October 2011 for the descendants
of August and Anna Hartwich (nee Hundrack).
The Hartwich family history book will be
launched at this event. Contact: Lynne Price
(03) 5572 5089 or June Winter (03) 5266 1383.
June Winter, 595 Reservoir Rd, Mt Moriac, Vic.
3240 would like to hear from descendants of
Christina Finger, Paulina Schulz, Esther Thiele
and Maria Blobel, or the Aumann family.

—Wendish e-News, May 2011

http://www.wakefieldpress.com.au/
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Julius Henschke at work on the ‘Angel of Compassion’ for the rear
of the National War Memorial, North Tce, Adelaide.—from the
booklet Julius Henschke: Barossa Valley Sculptor

Julius Henschke: Sculptor and Artist

On 21st March a sizable and interested FoLA crowd heard Donald Richardson speak about Julius Henschke.
Donald is a practising artist and has also worked as a high school art teacher, lecturer in Art at tertiary
institutions and as Superintendent of Art in the SA Education Department. He is at present writing a study of
the art and design of war memorials in Australia.

Therefore, he was well qualified to tell us about the life
and career of Julius Henschke, whose most well-known
works are the two angels, carved in relief from Angaston
marble, on the National War Memorial, North Tce,
Adelaide, opened in 1931. The Sydney sculptor
G Rayner Hoff created the originals of these angels and
made a model a quarter of the finished size; then had the
disassembled stones shipped to Adelaide. Henschke
scaled up each stone from the model, and it was only
when finished that they were put together. Julius had
earlier carved war memorials in Tanunda (1920) and
Freeling (1923). He was refused the commission for the
war memorial in Gawler South due to his German name.
AS Tillett, whom he joined later, got the contract instead.
The monument to EH Coombe, the MP who had
defended people of German descent during WWI, in Murray St, Tanunda, is his work.

Julius trained as a monumental mason, and in the 1920s opened his own monumental works in Tanunda. His
work can be found in many Barossa Valley cemeteries, signed ‘Henschke, Tanunda’. He probably carved
fonts for many Barossa Valley churches as well.

In 1926 he moved to Adelaide to become master mason at the SA Monumental Works, owned by Alan
Stanley Tillett; the firm Tillett Memorials can still be found on West Tce. It seems that his first major project
was the carving of the National War Memorial angels which he began in 1927, but his work can be found on
many other buildings and monuments in Adelaide. These include the Corinthian capitals (Kapunda grey
marble) and other architectural features on the extensions to the SA Parliament House (late 1930s), and
architectural detail on the AMP Society building (1936) and the Art Gallery of SA (1937), and also the
emblem of the Savings Bank of SA in King William St. One of his last works was the base of Maurice
Lambert's equestrian statue of King George V in Angas Gardens, Adelaide, unveiled in 1956.

As with many artists, Julius was creative in diverse ways. He painted many signs, illuminated addresses and
in particular the interior decoration of Barossa churches, for example at Gnadenberg. His paintings feature on
many of the carved wooden altars made by his contemporary, the carpenter Johannes Gotthold Tamke, such
as ‘The Good Shepherd’ on the altar made for Alawoona. (The Lutheran Archives holds two examples of
Tamke altars.) Donald showed us some examples of Julius’ paintings. Music was also a strong interest –
Julius played the euphonium and was a long-standing member of the Tanunda Brass Band. In a more relaxed
setting, he joined in the sand sculpture competitions at Adelaide beaches in the 1930s; some photos survive.

One wonders whether, if Julius had come from a well-off city family, he might have become an artist in his
own right, rather than mostly carving the designs of others. There is a full-size nude sculpture in a garden on
the corner of Murray St and Julius St, Tanunda, which is said to be his own work.

Donald Richardson gave a fascinating glimpse into the world of last century's monumental masons in SA and
in particular the war memorial industry post-World War I. He mentioned the importation of carved Carrara
marble ‘diggers’ from Italy, as well as many angels and other statues in cemeteries. On a personal note, I had
a special interest in the subject of the talk, as my father Arturo Comelli was also a monumental mason and
worked with ‘Juli’ Henschke on the SA Parliament House extensions in the late 1930s. There were over 30
monumental masons employed on this project, but three – Julius, an Austrian named Oscar Oberth and my
father – were the most skilled carvers and did the most detailed work. (I have a photograph of the three of
them with a Corinthian capital.) My father trained in stone carving in northeast Italy in the early 1920s,
before his emigration to South Australia in 1926. (continued on next page)
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Donald Richardson wrote the booklet Julius Henschke: Barossa Valley Sculptor and the entry for the on-line
version of the Australian Dictionary of Biography on the web at http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/biogs/.

Suzanne Comelli
Postscript by Audrey Kilmier, a member of the Henschke family.
Albert Julius Henschke was born at Keyneton (then North Rhine) on 23 Aug 1888, the sixth child of
Gotthard and Mathilde. With his father Christian, Gotthard established the Henschke winery.

In the early days of their marriage Julius and his wife Alfreda lived in Tanunda, where their two daughters
were born. Julius learned his trade with Haebich’s Monumental Works at Nuriootpa. He sculpted baptismal
fonts for many churches, and statues for private gardens. One is still on view in the garden of his old home in
Tanunda. He is probably remembered most in that town for the tall marble column on the corner of Murray
and Julius Streets. Julius Street is named after him.

He also excelled in decorative painting, particularly in churches. Unfortunately his extensive painting in Zion
Lutheran Church, Gnadenberg (now Moculta) was lost in the 1960s when the congregation decided to
‘modernise’ and the artwork was painted over.

Julius was a well-known musician, first in the Henschke band, then the Tanunda Brass Band. He won many
medals as a solo euphonium player. He loved good food and wine, and made his own dill cucumbers which
he kept in his cellar together with mettwurst and other traditional fare.

German-Australian Connections Network
The initiative to form a German-Australian Connections Network grew out of the 2-day conference
convened by Lee Kersten at Adelaide University last September, with the cooperation of other University
academics like Peter Mickan and Peter Monteath, and of Friends of Lutheran Archives. Quite a number of
FoLA members attended and enjoyed the conference. Incidentally, it was a conference on the German
Presence in SA convened by Lee 5 years ago which formed the nucleus of the recently published book
Germans edited by Peter Monteath. Speakers at the 2010 conference came from a wide variety of university
disciplines and research institutions in all states of Australia and New Zealand, and covered topics ranging
from Germanness in community cookbooks and Barossa tourism promotion to German artists, writers,
broadcasters, and Antarctic explorers. No less than seven of the papers dealt with the work of Lutheran
missionaries. The possibility of publishing these proceedings too is under discussion.

The scope of the proposed network goes beyond South Australia’s German heritage – though that is also
included – to cover all German-speaking countries and all fields of interaction and interchange with
Australia.

The Inaugural Lecture will be by Dr Rob Amery, well known to FoLA members for his work on the
linguistic studies of the Dresden missionaries Schürmann and Teichelmann, which form the basis for Rob’s
program of reclamation of the Kaurna language. Rob recently spent a semester at Cologne University
teaching courses in Australian Aboriginal languages, and his lecture will deal with the achievements of the
four Dresden missionaries in SA. The subject is particularly topical as the Leipzig (formerly Dresden)
Mission Society is currently celebrating its 175th anniversary, and Rob will be leading a delegation
representing the Kaurna, Narrindjeri (Encounter Bay) and Barngalla (Pt Lincoln) people to a special
celebration in August.

The SA missionaries were not only the first to be sent out by the Dresden Society, in 1838; they were also
instrumental in the formation of the Mission Society in 1836. Schürmann and Teichelmann had been
studying at the mission institute founded by Jänicke in Berlin, and expected to be sent to China or India by
an English or Dutch mission society when they completed their training. But at that point the English policy
changed, and new missionaries would only be accepted if they became Anglican. As confessional Lutherans,
Schürmann and Teichelmann appealed for an opportunity to serve as Lutheran missionaries instead,
prompting the formation of the Dresden Mission Society and its training institute in August 1836. As we
collaborate in celebrating the foundation of the Dresden Mission, we are also beginning to plan the
complementary 175th anniversary celebration of the arrival of the first Lutheran missionaries in Australia in
2013.
See flyer in this issue for more details of the Network, and application to join. Lois Zweck

http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/biogs/
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From the acting editor
This issue of FoLA News has been edited by me while
John Temme has been overseas. Any errors are mine.
I am happy to hand back the editorship to John who has
just returned from his holiday. – Helen Schubert

Coming events

FoLA Calendar
Monday 20 June at 7.30pm
‘The Mad Church Photographer’
Speaker: Peter Bartrop
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide
Gold coin donation

Monday 25 July at 7.30 pm
Listening to their voices: Tracking paper trails
in archives in Germany
Speaker: Gerhard Ruediger
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide
Gold coin donation

Monday 22 August at 7.30 pm
Siassi: another day in paradise. Or is it?
Was it ever?
Speaker: Colin Hayter
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide
Gold coin donation

Monday 26 September at 7.30 pm
The Women of Bloomfield Mission
Speaker: Regina Ganter
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide
Gold coin donation

Monday 31 October 7 pm
AGM  (note early start)
Speaker: Clem Schmidt
Reformation Medallions
Bethlehem House, Sudholz Pl, Adelaide
Gold coin donation

Cassette audiotapes of most FoLA talks are
available for $5 posted.

FoLAV Calendar
Hartwich Reunion, 1-2 October 2011
Hamilton, Victoria
(see p. 5 for details)

November 2011
AGM (refer to last two newsletters for agenda)

FoLA Inc Committee
Chairman Lois Zweck
Secretary Eric Fiebig
Treasurer Ron Materne
Please contact the above
c/- Lutheran Archives
27 Fourth St
BOWDEN  SA  5007

Phone/Fax (08) 8340 4009
Email lutheran.archives@lca.org.au

FoLA – Queensland (FoLAQ)
Chairman Rev Reinhard Mayer
40 Ormond Rd, OXLEY  Q  4075
Phone (07) 3217 0523
Email reinhard.mayer@lca.org.au
Secretary/Treasurer
Max Kanowski
171 Pacey Rd
UPPER BROOKFIELD Q  4069
Phone (07) 3374 3160
Email maxfreda@optusnet.com.au

FoLA – Victoria (FoLAV)
Chairman Jenny Gellatly
189 Mont Albert Rd
CANTERBURY  V  3126
Email jengell1@bigpond.com
Secretary John Noack
PO Box 297
HEIDELBERG  V  3084
Email johnnoack@yahoo.com.au
Treasurer Dieter Steiniger

FoLA NEWS
Issued four times a year.

Planning Lois Zweck
Editor John Temme
PO Box 57, MITCHAM  SA  5062
Phone (08) 8276 8934

Please email copy to
lutheran.archives@lca.org.au
and mark ‘For FoLA News’

Closing date for next issue
Mon 23 July 2011

FoLA NEWS by email
To receive your copy by email, or
change your email address, contact
john.schulze@bigpond.com
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