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St Luke
LCA Worship Resources - Minor festivals and other days
VERSION: 29 April 2002

ST LUKE, EVANGELIST
(18 October)


ST LUKE
'Luke was a Gentile physician, a follower of Christ, and companion of Paul. Little else is known of his life. The two-volume work, the third gospel and Acts, is attributed to him. Tradition says that he was one of the seventy commissioned by Jesus, that he was perhaps the other disciple with Cleopas on the road to Emmaus, that he was a painter, that he preached in Bithynia, and that he died at the age of 84 in Boetia.' 
 (Contemporary Worship 6: The Church Year, Calendar and Lectionary, 1973)

IN YEAR C
In year C the lectionary focuses on the Gospel according to St Luke. Thought could be given to highlighting this festival in year C, either by transfering it to the nearest Sunday, or by celebrating it during the week, perhaps with a special healing service as suggested below.


LITURGY

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Almighty God, 
as you inspired St Luke the physician 
to proclaim the love and healing power of your Son: 
Give to your church, 
by the grace of the Spirit 
and through the medicine of the gospel, 
the same love and power to heal; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional 
Almighty God, 
you inspired St Luke the physician 
to proclaim the love and healing power 
of your Son. 
Give to your church, 
through the Holy Spirit, 
that same love and power to heal 
with the medicine of the gospel. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
Lord, come to your church with your love, 
and enlighten us with the truth 
of the good news of your salvation, 
which you made known through your holy evangelist, St Luke. 
May we who believe in you through this good news 
inherit the kingdom 
which you have prepared for us. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, another alternative
Almighty and merciful God, 
you have instructed your holy church 
with the teaching of your evangelist St Luke. 
Do not let us be blown about 
by every wind of deceitful teaching, 
but build us up in the truth 
of the good news about your salvation. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Isaiah 43:8-13 Israel is the Lord's witness

OR
Isaiah 35:5-8 The joy of the redeemed

PSALM 
Psalm 124
Antiphon: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
(Ps 124:8 NRSV)

SECOND READING
2 Timothy 4:5–11 Paul writes, 'Only Luke is with me'

ALLELUIA VERSE (Luke 10:2 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Jesus said:) 'The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; 
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send out labourers into his harvest.' 
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 1:1-4; 24:44-53 Luke writes an orderly account


HYMNS AND SONGS

BY ALL YOUR SAINTS
The hymn 'By all your saints in warfare' by Horatio Bolton Nelson may be used; the second verse focusing on St Luke has here been modernised by David Schütz. It may be sung to the tune Nyland (LH 16), or to the original tune King's Lynn (LBW 177, 178; LW 193, 194; TIS 249). The first line of verse 1 could be changed to: 'By saints on earth who struggle'.

By all your saints in warfare,
for all your saints at rest,
your holy name, O Jesus,
for evermore be blest!
For you have won the battle
that they might wear the crown;
and now they shine in glory
reflected from your throne.

All praise for Luke the doctor
whose holy gospel shows
the healer of the nations, 
the one who shares our woes.
Your wine and oil, O Saviour,
on wounded spirits pour,
and with true balm of Gilead
anoint us evermore.

Then let us praise the Father, 
and worship God the Son,
and sing to God the Spirit,
eternal Three-in-one,
till all the ransomed number
fall down before the throne,
ascribing power and glory,
and praise to God alone.

TOGETHER IN SONG
Suggestions of hymns/songs for St Luke are listed on pages 1094-5 of the Harmony edition of Together in Song.

PSALM 124 
For musical settings of Psalm 124, see Music Packages 3, 4 and 6.

A metrical paraphrase of Psalm 124 is given in TIS 79, Now Israel. Alternatively, the following metrical version of Psalm 124 by David Schütz may be sung to either 'God is on our side' (ATN 21, LHS 861) by Peter Schmidt with chorus by David Schubert; or to St Magnus [Nottingham] (LH 169, TIS 378) without the chorus. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

If God had not been on our side -
let Israel now say -
if God had not been on our side,
our foes had won the day!

Chorus:	If God is on our side,
	God is on our side,
	who can be against us?

They would have swallowed us alive,
with anger hot as flames;
they would have tossed us like a flood,
and drowned us in their waves!

So, blessed be the Lord our God,
who snatched us from their jaws!
We have escaped just as a bird
flies from the hunter's claws!

Our help is in God's holy name,
the Lord of Israel,
for he made all of heav'n and earth,
and he does all things well!


VISUAL

COLOUR
The colour for the day is red.

SYMBOL
The four gospels are associated in iconography with the four winged creatures (Ezek1:1-10 and 10:8-14). Of these four creatures, the ox is associated with St Luke. The ox is also said to emphasise the sacrificial death of Christ.


OTHER MATERIAL

HEALING SERVICES
St Luke was known as a physician, and his gospel records many of Jesus' miracles of healing. It may be appropriate therefore to consider scheduling a healing service for 18 October. Services and rites connected with health and healing may be found in:

Care of those who are sick Church Rites, page 69
This is a public service of the word which includes prayers and readings focusing on health and healing, and the options of confession and absolution, laying on of hands and anointing with oil. See also the notes in the back of the book, page 327 following. 

Sickness Rites and Resources for Pastoral Care, page 52
This rite is similar to the rite in Church Rites but is intended for private or small group use. It includes the option for holy communion as well as confession and absolution, laying on of hands, and anointing.

Use of the service with communion for ministry to the sick Commission on Worship Statement 18
This statement discuses the way in which the service with holy communion is a service for the care of the sick.


