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FESTIVAL OF THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL
(25 January)


THE ORIGIN OF THE FESTIVAL OF THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL
'The observance of this festival, commemorating a momentous event in the life of the early church, began in Gaul in the sixth century. It spread throughout the Western church and achieved such popularity that both the Anglican and Lutheran reformers retained the day on their calendars. The day has never been observed in the Eastern church.' (Contemporary Worship 6: The Church Year, Calendar and Lectionary, 1973)


LITURGY

SENTENCES
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

God said to Ananias: 'Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen 
to bring my name before Gentiles and kings 
and before the people of Israel.'  (Acts 9:15 NRSV)

OR
You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; 
and they will put some of you to death.
You will be hated by all because of my name.
But not a hair of your head will perish.  (Luke 21:16-18 NRSV)

OR, use the standard Epiphany Sentence in the document 'Epiphany season and time after', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
EITHER, traditional
Almighty God, 
you have built your church 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. 
Join us together in one spirit 
by the teaching of St Paul, 
and make us into a holy temple pleasing to you. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
Almighty God, 
you let the light of the gospel 
shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant St Paul. 
Lead us who celebrate his wonderful conversion 
to follow him in bearing witness to your truth. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Acts 9:1-22 Christ appears to Saul on the road to Damascus

PSALM
Psalm 67 
Antiphon: 
(Let the peoples praise you, O God;) let all the peoples praise you.  (Ps 67:5 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Galatians 1:11-24 Paul received the gospel through a revelation of Jesus Christ

ALLELUIA VERSE
Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus said: You will be hated by all because of my name.
But not a hair of your head will perish.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 21:10-19 Persecution becomes an opportunity for witness
(Begin: 'Jesus said to his disciples:')

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
On our own we can never come to Jesus Christ, our Lord, or believe in him, no matter how hard we try. But the Holy Spirit has called us to Jesus by the good news about him. So let us pray to the Father for all our needs in the name of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The regular response, OR:
Our Father, through your dear Son's merit,
spare us in mercy, grant your Holy Spirit.

Suggested petitions
*	for the enemies of the church
*	for all who preach the gospel in dangerous circumstances
*	for the unrepentant and all who are trapped in sin, that they may learn repentance and faith
*	for God's people of the old covenant, that they may hear and believe the gospel.

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank you for calling St Paul as the apostle to the Gentiles, so that we might hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. Make us always ready to answer your call to repentance and faith, so that we may do the work you have called us to do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
During the time following the First Sunday after Epiphany, either the general preface is used, as in the Service with Communion (LHS p6), or the following Epiphany preface may be used.

It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
You have sent your only Son 
to appear among us as a human being, 
and through him 
you have fully revealed 
the light of your presence to us. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

COMMUNION INVITATION
The following Epiphany invitation or one of the two general invitations below may be used.

Jesus says:
'The bread that God gives
is he who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

General
1  Jesus says:
'I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

2  Jesus says:
'My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood
remain in me, and I in them.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
This prayer may be used:

Heavenly Father,
we thank you that in this meal
you have revealed 
your Son, Jesus Christ, to us
and called us into your service.
May we imitate St Paul
in living a life of faith and witness.
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

PSALM 67
For musical settings of Psalm 67, see Music Packages 4 and 8.

A metrical version of Psalm 67 is given in TIS, no. 37 Our God, be gracious unto us.

The following metrical version of Psalm 67, by David Schütz, may be sung to the tune 'Turn to me with all your heart', ATO 331. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

God be gracious and bless us,
make your face shine upon us,
then the earth will know your way, 
nations know your saving.

Let the peoples praise you, God;
all humanity praise you.
Let the nations all rejoice,
let them sing with gladness.

You guide every race on earth,
and you judge us with justice.
Let the peoples praise you, God;
all the peoples praise you.

Earth has yielded its reward,
God, our own God, has blessed us.
May God bless us always and
all the earth revere him.

WE SING THE GLORIOUS CONQUEST
The following hymn is given for this day by Herbert Lindemann in The Daily Office (CPH, 1965). Verses 1, 2 and 4 are provided here in a modernised form.

We sing the glorious conquest 
before Damascus' gate,
when Saul, the persecutor,
came breathing threats and hate;
the ravening wolf rushed forward
to make the sheep his prey,
but see! the Shepherd met him
and claimed his life today!

O glory beyond telling
that struck across his path!
O light that pierced and blinded
the zealot in his wrath!
O voice that spoke within him
the calm, reproving word!
O love that sought and made him
the servant of the Lord.

Lord, teach your church to love you,
and in the darkest hour
of weakness and of danger
to trust your hidden power.
For by your grace and mercy
Paul's hate and fear were bound,
and in your bold opponent,
your chosen saint was found.

BY ALL YOUR SAINTS
Horatio Bolton Nelson wrote this hymn which has various middle verses for various minor festival occasions. It may be sung to the tune Nyland (LH 16), or to King's Lynn (TIS 249). The first and last verses given below are as they appear in Lutheran Worship and Lutheran Book of Worship; the middle verse is Nelson's original that has been slightly modernised. The first line of verse 1 could be changed to: 'By saints on earth who struggle'.

By all your saints in warfare,
for all your saints at rest,
your holy name, O Jesus,
for evermore be blest!
For you have won the battle
that they might wear the crown;
and now they shine in glory
reflected from your throne.

You sent your light from heaven,
and struck Saul down with awe.
You spoke to him and called him,
through visions that he saw.
O Lord, for Paul's conversion,
we praise your name today.
Come, lighten all our darkness,
and guide us on our way.

Then let us praise the Father, 
and worship God the Son,
and sing to God the Spirit,
eternal Three-in-one,
till all the ransomed number
fall down before the throne,
ascribing power and glory,
and praise to God alone.


VISUAL

SYMBOLS
The most common shield of St Paul is the open Bible bearing the words spiritus gladius ('sword of the Spirit'), and behind the Bible a sword, blade pointing down, its hilt forming a cross.

