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FATHER'S DAY
(First Sunday in September)


Some of the following suggestions for Father's Day may be used in addition to the regular readings etc appointed for the Sunday on which Father's Day falls.

INVITATION TO THE CONFESSION OF SINS
Avoid using forms of confession of sin that 'put sins into the mouths of' fathers or others. It is preferable to use one of the standard forms of confession, with a special introduction. Here are some suggestions:

Friends in Christ: 
The Lord our God has commanded us 
to respect our father and mother. 
We should honour and love God 
and so we should not look down on our parents 
and others in authority 
or make them angry. 
Instead, we should respect and love them, 
and help and obey them.
We have failed to keep God's commandment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to God our Father 
and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Then continue with the usual confession.

OR
Friends in Christ, 
the Lord our God has told us to respect our father and mother. 
We should honour and love God, 
and so we should not look down on our parents and others in authority 
or make them angry. 
Instead, we should respect and love them, and help and obey them.
We have failed to keep God's commandment.
So let us confess our sins to God our Father 
and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Then continue with the usual confession.

OR
Friends in Christ: 
St Paul writes:
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, 
lest they become discouraged,
but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
We have not been faithful in our roles as parents or as children.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to God our Father 
and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Then continue with the usual confession.

ADDITIONAL COLLECT
The following collect is not intended to replace the prayer of the day. However, it may be prayed immediately after the prayer of the day, at a special service for fathers, or at another appropriate time during the service.

Gracious Father, 
every family in heaven and on earth 
receives its true name from you. 
We thank you for our fathers 
and for the gift of fatherhood. 
Help fathers not to be harsh with their children 
and provoke them to anger, 
but to bring them up in the training and instruction 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

BLESSING AFTER THE OFFERING
A blessing of fathers may be considered, but be sensitive not to cause offence; for example, there may be men who desire to be fathers and can't be, or men who have recently lost a child. The following procedure could be used, or blessings could be held in the church after the service for those who wish to remain behind. See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Blessings of people', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

After the offering has been presented, the pastor may ask all who are fathers to come forward (or, in larger congregations, to rise), and the following prayer and blessing may be said.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray for these fathers.
We give you thanks, heavenly Father, 
that you bless all people and provide for them. 
As you blessed Adam and made him the father of all people, 
bless these fathers in their life and work. 
Give them health and strength for their tasks, 
protection from all danger, 
and success in all that they undertake, 
so that they may receive your good gifts 
and use them for the benefit of their families. 
Give them joy in their work and in their family life, 
and let them rejoice with you 
in what you have created and given for their enjoyment. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

May the God of our father Abraham 
be your fountain of life to bless + you 
and give you health and happiness, 
so that you may be a blessing to your family 
and to all who are in your care.
Amen.

May Jesus, the Father's only Son, be your rock 
to give you strength and health and peace, 
so that you may be a rock for your family.
Amen.

May the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
protect you from all the powers of darkness 
and give you joy in being a father to your children.
Amen.

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS FOR FATHER'S DAY
Whether or not there is a blessing for fathers, fatherhood and fathers should be remembered in prayers and thanksgiving. One of the following petitions may be included in the prayer of the church.

Every family in heaven and on earth 
receives its true name from you. 
We thank you for our fathers 
and for the gift of fatherhood. 
Help fathers not to be harsh with their children 
and provoke them to anger, 
but to bring them up in the training and instruction 
of your Son, Jesus Christ.

OR
God our Father, we pray for all fathers:
for new fathers, coming to terms with both the joys and demands of fatherhood; 
for those who are uncertain or confused about their role as fathers;
for those whose work keeps them from spending time with their children;
for those who are afraid of the responsibilities of parenting;
for those who are unable to provide for their children through unemployment or sickness;
for those whose children have physical, mental or emotional disabilities;
for those who are violent or unloving towards their children;
for those whose own fathers abused them or failed to love them;
for those who are separated from their children by marriage breakdown, divorce or death;
for those who care for the children of others;
for those whose desire to be a father has not been fulfilled;
and for those whose children have rejected their love.
Bless all fathers, so that their love may be tender and strong,
and that they may lead their children to know and do what is good,
living not for themselves, but for God and for others.

HYMNS AND SONGS FOR FATHER'S DAY
There are very few hymns and songs that concentrate on 'fatherhood' alone. The following hymns and songs which have as their theme 'marriage', 'family' or 'home' may be appropriate for Father's Day. Of course, many hymns and songs have the fatherhood of God as their theme, and this may be appropriate for the day also.

LHS
467	For the beauty of the earth G7
583	O Father, all creating G4
587	O happy home, where thou art loved the dearest
588	O blest the house, whate'er befall (* modernised version available) G6
589	O blessed home where man and wife G3

TIS 
137	For the beauty of the earth
328	Joseph, your love of life
581	Happy the home that welcomes you, Lord Jesus

The following hymn was written by Delores Jenson (altered with permission by David Schütz). It may be sung to the tune Hyfrydol (LHS 164, TIS 233).

God gave fathers to protect us,
and to guide us in love's way.
They stood by us from our cradle, 
teaching us to watch and pray.
Precious Saviour, bless our fathers; 
or our fathers' memory.
Precious Saviour, help us honour
those who gave us love so free.

As we grew they stayed beside us,
listening, loving constantly.
They spoke to us words of wisdom,
though, at times, so hard to see.
Precious Saviour, bless our fathers; 
or our fathers' memory.
Precious Saviour, help us honour
those who taught us how to be.

(This verse may be sung by fathers who are present)
Now as fathers, Lord, we ask you
be our helper and our guide.
Give us courage, bless our efforts,
let us live love deep and wide.
Precious Saviour, keep us faithful. 
teaching, leading, loving, true.
Precious Saviour, thanks for children; 
they are precious to you too.


