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Proper 14 A
LCA Worship Resources -Year A, Time after Pentecost
Sunday BETWEEN 7 and 13 AUG (Proper 14), year A

2020 - 09 August (10th Sunday after Pentecost)
2023 - 13 August (11th Sunday after Pentecost)
2026 - 09 August (11th Sunday after Pentecost)
2029 - 12 August (12th Sunday after Pentecost)
2032 - 08 August (12th Sunday after Pentecost)
2035 - 12 August (13th Sunday after Pentecost)
2038 - 08 August (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
- - -

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart,
because if your confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.  (Rom 10:8,9 NRSV)

OR
The same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him.
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  
(Rom 10:12b,13 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Almighty and eternal God, 
since you are always more ready to hear 
than we to pray, 
and are eager to give more 
than we either desire or deserve: 
Forgive us those things 
of which our conscience is afraid, 
and give us those things 
which we are not worthy to ask, 
except through the merits of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Almighty and eternal God, 
you are always more ready to hear 
than we are to pray, 
and you are eager to give more 
than we desire or deserve. 
Forgive us those things 
that make our conscience afraid, 
and give us those things 
that we are not worthy to ask for, 
except through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray that we may be defended in doubt and difficulty. [silence])
Merciful Father, 
your Son Jesus Christ gave up his life 
so that we might die to self 
and live in him. 
Give us such close fellowship with him 
that in all doubts and dangers 
our faith may not fail. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray for the preaching of God's word. [silence])
Everloving God, 
send out messengers to proclaim 
your victory over death to the whole world, 
so that people everywhere 
hear the good news, 
and receive eternal life. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Genesis 37:1-4,12-28 Joseph sold into slavery in Egypt
Psalm 105:1-6,16-22,45b
Antiphon:
Remember the wonderful works the Lord has done.  
(Ps 105:5a NRSV)

OR, 1b
1 Kings 19:9-18 The Lord appears to Elijah
(Begin: 'On Mount Horeb Elijah went into a cave to spend the night.')
Psalm 85:8-13
Antiphon:
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.  
(Ps 85:7 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Romans 10:5-15 The word of the Lord is near you

Note: 	This is a new reading in the lectionary. It may be worth considering adding the important verses 16 and 17 to the reading - certainly consider these verses along with the rest of the reading if preaching on this passage.

ALLELUIA VERSE (based on Matt 14:26,27 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
The disciples cried out in fear; but Jesus said, 
'Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.'
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus walks on the water
(Begin: 'Jesus made the disciples . . . ')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for showing yourself as the Son of God. 
Help us always to trust and worship you. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, thank you for caring for us 
and providing us with all we need and much more. 
Strengthen our faith as we live our everyday lives. 
Make us bold and confident 
in trusting you 
and serving you and other people. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Call to prayer
We are often tossed about by the storms of troubles, worries, and doubts. So let us cry out to God in faith for the needs of all people and for our own needs.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, we cry out to you.
Lord, save us.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that its faith may shine in this world
*	for preachers of the word
*	for the nations of the world and their rulers, that God's will may be done
*	for health and welfare institutions and personnel: doctors, nurses, hospitals, homes for the aged, carers, social services, administrators, social workers
*	for those who live their lives in fear

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, our faithful and loving God, we know that when we turn to you, you will hear and help us. Listen to our prayers and answer them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Merciful Father, 
your Son Jesus Christ 
offered up his body and blood 
in sacrifice to you 
so that we might die to self 
and live in him. 
Give us such close fellowship with him 
that in all doubts and dangers 
our faith may not fail. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Trust the Lord as you step out boldly.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
-

First reading (b): 1 Kings 19:9-18
LHS
371	O Jesus, I have promised G5
AT
212	Hush now, for I am your God
215	Even though it’s often hard to cope (My hiding place)
TIS
415	Praise the Spirit in creation
595	O Jesus, I have promised
598	Dear Father, Lord of humankind 

Second reading: Romans 10:5-15
LHS
138	The Lord my God be praised
139	We all believe in one true God, Father*
142	We all believe in one true God, Maker* G3
159	O for a thousand tongues to sing* G5
271	The gospel shows the Father’s grace G5
504	To Thy temple I repair G5
782	At the name of Jesus G7
793	To God be the glory (G, STJ, 50)
AT
26	He is Lord
103	Send your servant down the road
244	We have seen the Word of life
349	There is a redeemer
362	I believe, I do
446	Mercy
455	All this I believe
TIS
140	Firmly I believe and truly
143	Immortal, invisible, God only wise
147	To God be the glory, great things he has done
210	O for a thousand tongues to sing
231	At the name of Jesus
248	When Christ was lifted from the earth
420	Holy Spirit, go before us
435	We all believe in God who made
477	Jesus calls us here to meet him
499	Lord Jesus, joy of loving hearts

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33
LHS
149	Jesus, priceless treasure* G3
301	Take Thou my hand and lead me* G3
524	The golden morning (esp vv 4,5)*
578	Eternal Father, strong to save G6
854	Be still, my soul
862	As we step from the edge of morning GS
878	Your love surrounds me GS
AT
10	Your love surrounds me
101	As we step from the edge of morning
203	Keeping my eyes on you
235	In your hand, my Saviour
TIS
123	Be still, my soul
138	Eternal Father, strong to save
593	Lord, take my hand and lead me

PSALM 105:1-6,16-22,45b
For musical settings of Psalm 105:1-6,16-22,45b, see Music Package 3. TIS 66, O give thanks to God, is a version of Psalm 105:1-11.

The following metrical paraphrase of Psalm 105:1-6 by David Schütz is sung to the tune of 'Trust and obey', LHS 877. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm. 

O give thanks to the Lord,
as you call on his name,
and make known all his deeds to the world.
Sing your praises to him,
as you tell what he's done,
as you glory in his holy name.

Let the hearts of all those
who approach him rejoice.
Seek the Lord and his strength at his throne.
And remember his works
and the judgments he gave,
O you chosen of Abraham's line.

psaLm 85:8-13 
For musical settings of Psalm 85:8-13, see Music Packages 4, 6 and 9. TIS 45, I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, is a version of Psalm 85:7-13.

Below is a metrical version by David Schütz of Psalm 85:8-13, which may be sung to the tune Ave virgo (LH 469. TIS 391). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Let me hear what God will say -
say to all his faithful.
He will speak his peace to us -
peace to all who trust him.
His salvation now is near -
near to all who fear him.
He in glory comes to us -
comes and makes his dwelling.

Love and faithfulness will meet -
meet in peace and justice.
Faithfulness will spring from earth,
righteousness from heaven.
God will give us what is good
and our land will prosper.
Righteousness will pave his way
as he comes to save us.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

GENESIS 37:1-4,12-28: Anger, jealousy and animosity took hold of Joseph's brothers in reaction to his dream of subjection of his peers and parents, the mark of favour signified by the coat given by his father, together with his report of his brothers' misconduct to Jacob. Their malevolence, expressed in the plot to murder him but diverted by Reuben, still resulted in an extreme infliction of evil - namely selling him callously into slavery. Here, the hand of God seemingly absent in terms of protection, was still present to lay the foundation for future blessings, not just for Joseph and his family, but for the nation descended from them and for those who are spiritually God's covenant people. Thus God's covenant with Abraham was not thwarted by human evil but accomplished over and above and despite it.

1 KINGS 19:9-18: The plans and workings of God are infinitely intricate and subtle. Therefore they are more often unseen through human perception. Even the believer can feel abandoned and at the whim of the world of evil. The still, small voice brought home to Elijah that God was not impressed by numbers or human ideas of power, and that he responded to the faithfulness of believers.  Seven thousand yet remained in Israel. God's purposes would not exclude their welfare.

ROMANS 10:5-15: People are saved from hell only when the saving gospel of truth brings free forgiveness and healing through Christ's death and resurrection through faith. Hence the importance of faithful preaching and teaching in the church. Faith in that message which is needed to be saved is only possible when the message itself is truly presented. Indeed how beautiful the feet of those who bring it!

MATTHEW 14:22-33: As the God of Israel showed his almighty power by dividing the Red Sea to save his people, so the man Jesus in this miracle shows his power as God over the elements of nature. No less today he looks for the implicit trust of his people as they are beset by the storms of life's events. While our faith might often waver, yet his hand will raise us up. We therefore trustingly await his reassuring, 'Peace, be still!'


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the first reading (1a) from Genesis could be accompanied by illustrations like the ones in the TEV Bible for Genesis 37:24, 37:25, 37:28.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading (1a) could be read by various readers: narrator, Jacob, Joseph, man, brothers, Reuben, Judah. The alternative first reading (1b) could be read by three readers: narrator, Elijah, the Lord. The gospel could be read by various readers: narrator (the pastor), disciple(s), Jesus, Peter.


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Jesus walks on the water (Matthew 14:22-33)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year A, 12 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year A, Proper 14


