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Fourth Sunday of Easter B
LCA Worship Resources - Year B, Lent to Trinity
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, YEAR B
GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY

2018 - 22 April
2021 - 25 April
2024 - 21 April
2027 - 18 April
2030 - 12 May
2033 - 08 May
2036 - 04 May

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Easter season' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PATRONAL FESTIVAL
Many of our congregations and schools are named Good Shepherd. If this is the case in your congregation/school, consider making Good Shepherd Sunday a special celebration of your congregational/school family. Remember the establishment and history of your congregation and present-day activities and mission. Consider special rites and ceremonies such as blessing of congregational/school officers, intercessions for the congregation/school, and processions around the church/school.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Jesus said: I am the good shepherd (Alleluia).
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep (Alleluia).  
(John 10:11 NRSV)

OR
The stone that the builders rejected (Alleluia)
has become the chief cornerstone (Alleluia).
This is the Lord's doing (Alleluia);
and it is marvellous in our eyes (Alleluia).  (Ps118:22,23 NRSV alt)

OR
There is salvation in no one else but Jesus (Alleluia),
for there is no other name under heaven
by which we must be saved (Alleluia).  (Acts 4:12 NRSV, alt)

OR, use one of the standard Easter Sentences in the document 'Easter season', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
For variations to the 'Lord, have mercy', see the document 'Easter season' (under 'Liturgy', 'Lord, have mercy' and under 'Hymns and songs' 'Lord, have mercy'), in the 'General and seasonal' folder, or use the following for this Sunday (based on the German).

Let us call on the Lord, to whom we belong through our baptism.
Lord Jesus Christ, you are our good shepherd:
Lord, have mercy.
You give your life for the sheep:
Christ, have mercy.
You gather us into your flock:
Lord, have mercy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Almighty God, 
since you have brought back from the dead 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
to call us into his flock through his word: 
Grant us your Holy Spirit, 
so that we may hear the voice of the good Shepherd 
and faithfully follow him; 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Almighty and eternal God, 
you have brought back from the dead 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
to call us into his flock through his word. 
Send us your Holy Spirit, 
so that we may hear the voice of the good Shepherd 
and faithfully follow him. 
We ask this through your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for God's help to do his will. [silence])
God of peace, 
you brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep. 
Equip us through his blood, 
which sealed the eternal covenant, 
with every good thing we need 
to do your will, 
and work in us what is pleasing to you. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray that we follow our good shepherd. [silence])
Loving God, 
we thank you that your Son Jesus 
is the good shepherd 
who cares for your people. 
Open our hearts to hear his voice, 
to know him as he calls us by name, 
and to follow wherever he leads. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Acts 4:5-12 Peter and John before the council

PSALM 
Psalm 23
Antiphon: 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not (be in) want.  
(Ps 23:1 NRSV/(NIV))

SECOND READING
1 John 3:16-24 The Christian's assurance

ALLELUIA VERSE
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; 
death no longer has any power over him.
Alleluia.)
Jesus said: I am the good shepherd. 
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  (John 10:11)
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
John 10:11-18 The good shepherd dies for the sheep
(Begin: 'Jesus said:')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ (, raised to live forever).
Thank you, Lord Jesus, our good shepherd, 
for being willing to die for your sheep. 
Lead us to know you and to follow you. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Eternal loving Shepherd, 
your Son laid down his life for us, his sheep. 
Help us to follow him 
by loving and serving the people around us. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
As sheep trust their shepherd for guidance and protection, let us turn to our God in prayer, certain that he hears our voice for the sake of Jesus Christ his Son. 

The regular response, OR:
Lord, hear the voice of your sheep,
as we cry to you for help.

Suggested intercessions
*	for all pastors, as they shepherd the flock of Christ, especially for our LCA president, ___, and our district president ___
*	for those who are suffering for their faith
*	for all who rule and govern, that they may be shepherds to their people
*	for the dying and those who mourn, that God would be present with them as they walk through the valley of the shadow of death
*	for those who have become lost on the path of life
*	for those who do not have enough to eat
*	for those who mourn the death of a loved one, that they may be comforted by the hope of the resurrection

Concluding prayer
Shepherd God, you gather your sheep from all corners of the world, and do not allow even one of your flock to be lost. May we and all people hear your voice, and be gathered into the one flock of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR
Heavenly Father, fill us with your Spirit, so that we may have a living faith in Jesus. May his love flow out of us to other people in a genuine stream of good works, and may we live as your children with a good conscience.

We are precious because you died for us. For the same reason, the people of all the world are precious to you. We are not rows of identical plastic look-alikes on the conveyor belt of life, but each one is a person more precious to you than the pets we care for daily in our homes.  

It is wonderful how you have a different name for each one of us, and we can call on you as our good shepherd, especially when we are scared by life or the future, and then we are comforted to know you are out there in front preparing a safe path, even through the frightening valley of death.

Today we pray for the people who do not know who or what they are, or where they belong:
*	those who get sucked in by false prophets and believe anything
*	those who are taken for a ride by imposters
*	those who are taken to the cleaners by unscrupulous religious con men, on TV or through the Internet or magazines and email.

Touch their hearts with your Spirit, so that they hear you calling their names and follow you. May they find life's meaning and purpose as members of your flock who can pray with us, 'the Lord is my shepherd'.
Amen

SEASONAL PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
But most of all we praise you 
for the glorious resurrection of your Son, 
the true Passover Lamb, 
who has taken away the sin of the world. 
By his death he has destroyed death, 
and by his rising again he has restored life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the other witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

COMMUNION INVITATION
Jesus says: 'Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
For an Easter post-communion prayer, see the document 'Easter season', under 'Prayer after communion', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) without modification. The reference to the blood of Christ and the eternal covenant is most appropriate at this point.

SEASONAL BLESSING
This seasonal blessing is used together with (ie before) the usual blessing in the order of service.

(May) the God of peace, 
who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, 
provide you with every good thing you need 
in order to do his will; . . .

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, and follow the good shepherd.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading : Acts 4:5-12
LHS
36	Jesus, name of wondrous love* G5
159	O for a thousand tongues to sing* G5
161	How sweet the name of Jesus sounds G5
179	Christ alone is our salvation* G9
780	We go to God when we are sorely placed GS
783	Christ is the world's light, he and no other G6
790	O Lord of light, who made the stars
792	They came, knew his name GS
796	When to our world the Saviour came (alt tune 227, G5)
AT
157	Jesus, name above all names
188	Reaching out
263	Singing all praises
342	Jacob struggled for a blessing
349	There is a Redeemer
TIS
210	O for a thousand tongues to sing
223	How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
240	All go to God when they are sorely placed
245	We have a gospel to proclaim
246	Christ is the world's light, he and no other

Second reading : 1 John 3:16-24
LHS
151	Jesus, Thy boundless love to me* G5
344	Our God is love, and all His saints* G^
361	Let us ever walk with Jesus* G5
819	Wake us, O Lord, to human need GS
859	Seek, O seek the Lord
AT
177	Love one another
297	Let us talents and tongues employ
300	Practise love
301	May the Father of love
482	His love within the world
506	Oh, let's get up to love and serve
TIS
251	Lord Jesus Christ, we praise your sacrifice
420	Holy Spirit, go before us
434	Where there is charity and love
464	Seek, O seek the Lord, while he is near
534	Love is his way
537	Let us talents and tongues employ
630	The law of Christ alone can make us free
631	Father, Lord of all creation
656	Jesus, my Lord

Gospel : John 10:11-18
LHS
91	Christ the Lord is risen today G4
100	Awake, my heart, rejoicing* G5
105	Good Christian men, rejoice and sing* G5
785	In Adam we have all been one GS
827	Good Shepherd, take this lamb (baptism)
830	Lord Jesus, once a child G4 (baptism)
842	Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing G3 (holy communion)
AT
55	His name is Wonderful
145	Wondrous love
236	Jesus the Christ said (v 2)
486	Let's praise the Lord
TIS
205	Join all the glorious names (v 6)
213	Father, whose everlasting love
237	Hail Redeemer, King divine
239	Jesus, the Lord said (v 4)
257	Alleluia (v 6)
490	Lord Jesus, once a  child (baptism)
521	Lord Christ, at your first eucharist you prayed (holy communion)
539	As when the shepherd calls his sheep (holy communion)

Note also verse 2 of the modernised version of LH 317 (this verse is not in LH).

PSALM 23
For musical settings of Psalm 23, see Music Packages 2, 3, 5, 6 and 8.

The following metrical versions of the psalm may be used:

The Lord's my shepherd (LHS 387*, TIS 10) 

OR
The King of love my shepherd is (LHS 391*, TIS 145)
*Modernised version available

OR
My shepherd is the Lord (TIS 11)

OR
Geoff Strelan's song Psalm 23 in Praise for All Seasons no 62

OR
The Iona collection Psalms of Patience, Protest and Praise contains a metrical version of Psalm 23 that could be used on this day (page 12)

Note that the Iona Community is willing to allow a church or worship assembly to reproduce the words only of a song from these publications on a service sheet or overhead transperency that is to be used once only on a non-commercial basis, provided that the title of the song and the name of the copyright holder is clearly shown.

OR
David Schütz's version sung to the tune 'Shalom, my friends' ATA 195.

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want,
Shalom, shalom.
He makes me lie down in green pasture land,
Shalom, shalom.

He leads me beside the slow-running streams,
Shalom, shalom.
My soul he restores; he leads me aright, 
Shalom, shalom.

And though I should walk through death's valley dark,
Shalom, shalom,
there's nothing I fear, for you, Lord, are near,
Shalom, shalom.

Your rod and your staff, they comfort me,
Shalom, shalom.
You set me a place before all my foes,
Shalom, shalom.

My head you anoint, my cup overflows,
Shalom, shalom.
To me you always are loving and good,
Shalom, shalom,

My dwelling shall be the house of the Lord,
Shalom, shalom,
for all of my life, for all of my days,
Shalom, shalom.

BAPTISM HYMNS FOR GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
If a baptism is celebrated on this day, consider using one of these:

LHS 278	O Father, thou who hast created all (especially verse 2)
LHS 280	Jesus took the lambs and blest them (*modernised version available)

COMMUNION HYMN FOR GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
LHS 283 Zion, to thy Saviour singing* (especially verse 5) is appropriate for Good Shepherd Sunday. 
* modernised version available


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

ACTS 4:5-12: Annas and Caiaphas, together with the leaders of the ecclesiastical court before whom Jesus was arraigned the night before he died, are joined by two others of the high-priestly family.  Clearly the miracle of a lame man's healing was viewed as a threat to the religious wellbeing of Jerusalem. The same kind of question as directed to Jesus requires here a similar answer from Peter and John; namely to answer the challenge of the power by which they had 'done' this miracle.  Note well that the answer simply refers the religious powers that be back to the same Jesus whom they had sent to execution. With no punches pulled as to the guilt of their judges, Peter and John attest strongly to the only wav to God, namely through the risen Saviour's forgiveness of sin (salvation).

1 JOHN 3:16-24: To know the love of Christ through trust that his life was laid down for us is also to know our salvation. This is always followed by that same love shining through us. Patent sincerity in loving and sharing action is an outward expression of that inward love. The witness of the Holy Spirit that we have no condemnation from God but rather an open access to him is paralleled by abiding obedience to his commandments.

JOHN 10:11-18: Who knows of a true shepherd who will not face danger to protect his sheep from danger? Jesus, as the good shepherd, will go even further than that. He will lay down his life for the sheep! God himself was the 'good Shepherd' of ancient Israel. By calling himself by that name Jesus is claiming divine status. The resurrection, 'taking up his life again', also proves that status for us. Therefore genuine members of the flock believe and trust his word. In this way there can be only one flock.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead projector during the readings. For instance, the gospel could be accompanied by a picture of Jesus as the good Shepherd (eg see the illustration in the TEV Bible for Ezek 34:15).

BANNERS
Create and display a banner or poster to highlight the special emphasis of this day. Two symbols are appropriate:
*	Christ as the victorious Lamb of God 
*	Christ as the Good Shepherd


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama  resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading from Acts could be read by three readers: narrator, councillor, and Peter.


CHILDREN

CHILDREN'S SONGS
Many children's songs use the image of children as lambs and Christ as their Shepherd. The following are suitable:
LHS
601	Jesus, tender shepherd, hear me (an evening hymn)
602	I am Jesus' little lamb*
604	Saviour, like a shepherd lead us* (verses 1 and 2)
607	Loving Shepherd of thy sheep*
* modernised version available 

Sing to Jesus
142	I am Jesus' little lamb
230	Saviour, like a shepherd lead us (verses 1 and 2) 
232	The Lord is my shepherd 

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

The story for the Fourth Sunday of Easter in year B is: Jesus our good shepherd (to be found in both the original edition and the RCL edition Series B for 4 Easter).


