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Fifth Sunday of Easter A
LCA Worship Resources - Year A, Lent to Trinity
fIFth Sunday of Easter, year a

2020 - 10 May
2023 - 07 May
2026 - 03 May
2029 - 29 April
2032 - 25 April
2035 - 22 April
2038 - 23 May

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Easter season' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, Alleluia!
so that by it you may grow into salvation. Alleluia!  
(1 Peter 2: 2 NRSV)

OR
The stone that the builders rejected, Alleluia!
has become the chief cornerstone. Alleluia!  
(Psalm 118:22 NRSV)

OR
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God's own people, 
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.  
(1 Peter 2:9 NRSV)

OR, use one of the standard Easter Sentences in the document 'Easter season', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

INVITATION TO THE CONFESSION OF SINS
The following introduction to confession may be used:
Friends in Christ:
Let us come before God to confess our sins, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the living stone, 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight; 
and like living stones, 
God will build us into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to him through Jesus Christ. 
(continue with the confession of sins according to the order).

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Note: Since the first reading tells of the death of Stephen, a second collect, one for the day of St Stephen, could also be prayed following one of the collects given below. See the document 'St Stephen' in the 'Minor festivals and other days' folder.

Traditional
O God, 
since you make the minds of the faithful 
to be of one will: 
Grant that your people 
may love what you command 
and desire what you promise, 
that among the many changes of this world 
our hearts may there be fixed 
where true joys are to be found; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, 
you make the minds of the faithful 
to be of one will. 
Lead us to love what you command 
and desire what you promise, 
so that, among the changes of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray that we may remain in Christ. [silence])
Loving heavenly Father, 
you sent your Son Jesus Christ 
to reconcile the world to yourself. 
Strengthen our faith, 
so that we remain united with him 
and bear the fruit of love. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray that we love others. [silence])
Merciful Father, 
you have reached out to all people 
through your Son Jesus, 
who died for us all. 
Encourage us to live as your chosen people 
and give of ourselves to others. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.


First Reading
Acts 7:55-60 The death of Stephen
(Omit the word 'But' at the beginning of the reading. If using NRSV, replace 'he' in verse 55 by 'Stephen')

PSALM 
Psalm 31:1-5,15,16
Antiphon: 
Into your hands I commit my spirit.  (Ps 31:5a NRSV)

SECOND READING
1 Peter 2:2-10 God's chosen people, a royal priesthood

ALLELUIA VERSE
Alleluia.
(Since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; 
death no longer has any power over him.
Alleluia.)
(Jesus said:) 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.'  (John 14:6 NRSV)
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
John 14:1-14  Jesus the way to the Father
(If using NRSV or NIV, begin: 'Jesus said:')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ (, raised to live forever).
Lord Jesus, 
thank you for being the way to the Father for us. 
Help us always to believe in you. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Thank you, kind and loving God, 
for choosing us to be your own holy people. 
Make us more and more like Jesus, 
giving of ourselves to serve you and others. 
Use our gifts to build up your kingdom. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
The prayer could be based on ATE 289 'Thank you that you hear me' by Anna-Marie Kaskinen. The minister may speak the call to prayer and the concluding prayer as below. A well-chosen cantor could sing the intercessions, and the congregation responds with the chorus. Kaskinen's song has five verses which may be used, but others may be made up to fit the local circumstances. 

Call to prayer
Today we will sing our prayers according to Song 289 'Thank you that you hear me'. The congregation is invited to respond with the words of the chorus. As the prayers are sung we especially remember those who have asked for our prayers . . . (name the special prayer concerns for the day). Let us pray.

Response
[Words of chorus of ATE 289]

OR
Call to prayer
Jesus said, 'Do not let your hearts be troubled.' Let us come to our heavenly Father with all our troubles and concerns, and pray for the church and the world.

Response
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	that the church would show itself to the world as God's holy people
*	that the church would boldly proclaim God's wonderful acts and show his marvellous light
*	for God's people to grow in faith and to come confidently to God in prayer
*	for all who have strayed from God's way, and for those who have fallen
*	for newborn babies and young children
*	for all who are ill, especially ___

Concluding prayer
Thank you, Father, that you hear us and care for us in all our needs. Open our eyes that we may see you in your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SEASONAL PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
But most of all we praise you 
for the glorious resurrection of your Son, 
the true Passover Lamb, 
who has taken away the sin of the world. 
By his death he has destroyed death, 
and by his rising again he has restored life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the other witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

COMMUNION INVITATION
Jesus says: 'Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
For an Easter post-communion prayer, see the document 'Easter season', under 'Prayer after communion', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Loving heavenly Father, 
you sent your Son Jesus Christ 
to reconcile the world to yourself. 
As we have received his body and blood, 
keep us united with him 
so that we may bear the fruit of love. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

SEASONAL BLESSING
This seasonal blessing is used together with (ie before) the usual blessing in the order of service.

(May) the God of peace, 
who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
provide you with every good thing you need 
in order to do his will; . . .

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the chosen race, God's own holy people..
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS

Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading: Acts 7:55-60
LHS
99	Welcome, Thou Victor in the strife* G6
158	Jesus, lover of my soul G4
632	Once in Royal David’s city
	(though a Christmas hymn, vv 3,4 fit this reading well - sing to LH 95 G3)
763	Now is eternal life (alt tune 176, G9
767	This joyful Eastertide G7
770	Yours is the glory G6
See also below the ‘Lord, have mercy’ based on LH 82 Pt 1
AT
-
TIS
211	Jesus, lover of my soul
312	Once in royal David's city (vv 4,5)
380	Yours be the glory
381	This joyful Eastertide
385	Now is eternal life

Second reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
LHS
188	Built on a rock the Church doth stand* G4
191	The Church’s one foundation G4
248	Christ is made the sure foundation G6
249	Christ is our cornerstone
392	How firm a foundation G6
494	Jerusalem the golden G6
805	We are heirs of the Father GS
831	O baptised people, one and all G3
AT
1	Lord of our days
12	We are heirs of the Father
119	Come and praise him, royal priesthood
140	The building block
144	No longer strangers
213	I go to the Rock of my salvation
313	Christ, be our light
315	Drawn to the light
404	Let nothing trouble you
446	Mercy
TIS
74	This is the day the Lord has made
219	Jesus comes with all his grace
432	Christ is made the sure foundation
433	Christ is our cornerstone
436	Lord, keep us steadfast in your word
446	Glorious things of you are spoken
457	The church's one foundation
468	We are your people
493	Wash, O God, our sons and daughters
578	How firm a foundation, you people of God
636	God has spoken to his people

Gospel: John 14:1-14
LHS
103	I know that my Redeemer lives* G3
111	Hail the day that sees Him rise G5
147	O Morning Star so bright and fair* G3
161	How sweet the name of Jesus sounds G5
175	Thou art the way* G6
176	We come, O Christ, to Thee G9
297	Thine forever, God of love G6
355	May we thy precepts, Lord, fulfil* G3
361	Let us ever walk with Jesus* G5
424	Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire* G5
479	Jesus, my Redeemer lives* G5
761	Christ is alive! Let Christians sing G3
783	Christ is the world’s light
786	In faith and hope and love GS
AT
23	The blind man
199	I know where I’m going
239	Listen to him
250	Glorify your name
314	We believe you are the way
329	This kingdom
363	Jesus is greater
404	Let nothing trouble you
505	Whatever you do
TIS
199	Lord Jesus, our bright Morning Star
223	How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
226	Thou art the way
241	So God loved the people of the world
246	Christ is the world's light
254	O changeless Christ, for ever new
366	Jesus, my Redeemer, lives
369	Hail the day that sees him rise
376	I know that my Redeemer lives
387	Christ is alive! Let Christians sing
395	Alleluia, Christ is risen!
408	O breath of God, breathe on us now
469	This is the truth we hold
552	Come my way, my truth, my life
579	The blind man sat by the road and he cried
624 	Christ be my leader by night as by day
628	In faith and hope and love
643	I want to walk as a child of the light
695	Fare well. We come to send you on the way

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
The following 'Lord, have mercy' is based on LH 82 part 1, which is relevant to the first reading for the day.

Jesus, in your dying woes,
even while your life-blood flows,
asking pardon for your foes:
hear us, Lord, have mercy.

When we know not what we do
and our sinful deeds renew
all the pains that then you knew:
hear us, Christ, have mercy.

May your life and death supply
grace to live and grace to die,
grace to reach the home on high:
hear us, Lord, have mercy.

BY ALL YOUR SAINTS
The following hymn is relevant to the martyr Stephen. Horatio Bolton Nelson wrote this hymn which has various middle verses for various minor festival occasions. It may be sung to the tune Nyland (LH 16), or to King's Lynn (LBW 177, 178; LW 193, 194; TIS 249). The first and last verses given below are as they appear in Lutheran Worship and Lutheran Book of Worship; the middle verse is Nelson's original that has been slightly modernised. The first line of verse 1 could be changed to: 'By saints on earth who struggle'.

By all your saints in warfare,
for all your saints at rest,
your holy name, O Jesus,
for evermore be blest!
For you have won the battle
that they might wear the crown;
and now they shine in glory
reflected from your throne.

Praise for the first of martyrs,
who saw you rise and stand
to help in time of torment,
to plead at God's right hand.
Those who in death stay steadfast,
and still their master own,
with ev'ry faithful witness,
will wear the martyr's crown.

Then let us praise the Father, 
and worship God the Son,
and sing to God the Spirit,
eternal Three-in-one,
till all the ransomed number
fall down before the throne,
ascribing power and glory,
and praise to God alone.

PSALM 31:1-5,15,16
For musical settings of Psalm 31:1-5,15,16, see Music Package 2.

TIS 19,  By your saving power deliver me, is a form of Psalm 31:1-4,7.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 31:1-5,14-16 by David Schütz is preferably sung to the tune Von Gott will ich (Erfurt), LH 400, or if that tune is too difficult, Von Gott will ich (Crüger), LH 130. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

In you, Lord, I seek refuge;
don't let me be ashamed.
In righteousness, Lord, save me,
incline your ear to me.
Come quickly to my help,
and be my rock of refuge,
a fortress to protect me,
for you're my rock and fort.

For your own name's sake, lead me
and guide me in your paths.
From hidden traps, Lord, free me,
for you are my defence.
Into your open hands,
Lord, I commit my spirit,
for you, in grace, redeemed me,
O Lord, my faithful God.

O Lord my God, I trust you,
I say, 'You are my God.'
My life and times and future
are all held in your hand.
Deliver me, O Lord,
from those who seek to harm me,
and let your face shine on me,
and rescue me in love.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

ACTS 7:55-60: Stephen, 'a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit', had in the course of his witness for Christ become embroiled in arguments with some Jerusalem synagogue leaders. His references to the Jews' hard-heartedness throughout their history, despite the grace of God towards them, so enraged them that they seized him to execute him for blasphemy. Saul had an active role in this stoning. In high contrast to the fanatical and angry violence of his persecutors, Stephen's Christlike death reflected the Lord's last words on the cross. The glory which once had been part of the temple was seen by Stephen now, and Jesus at God's right hand. 

1 PETER 2:2-10: Peter's abundant use of Old Testament texts referring to the temple, the priesthood, the people of God show that the church is the New Testament Israel which is to serve as God's light in the world. There is constant ongoing growth into salvation, a living sacrificial service that emanates from Christ himself the cornerstone. Thus each stone (believer) in the building (church) takes its correct position from him. Anyone who leaves Christ out of their building will stumble over him to their own destruction, which eventuality was foreseen by God. Christ wants those called into his marvellous light to take that light out into the world by their proclamation.

JOHN 14:1-14: The Lord had been foreshadowing his impending betrayal, suffering and death to the disciples. Their hearts were depressed and heavy. His reassurance that the way of the cross would be the way to God's presence not only for him but also for them, through him, was met by their mere confusion. In answer to Philip's question Jesus promised that the way to the Father was through the truth and life which he makes and gives. No one receives any other entrance. Anyone who has seen Jesus has seen the Father because of the mysterious unity of the persons of the Godhead. The believer, being united with him by faith, will therefore share in the works of God.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. 

The first reading tells of the death of Stephen. The usual symbol for St Stephen is a crown, representing the 'crown of life' and the meaning of his Greek name.

See below under 'Children' for some visual images/objects relating to the second reading.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama  resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading could be read by two readers: narrator and Stephen; and the gospel could be read by four readers: narrator (the pastor), Jesus, Thomas, Philip.


CHILDREN

CHILDREN AND THE SECOND READING
The second reading contains a number of visual images that could be used to illustrate the text:
*	milk
*	crowns for kings
*	stoles for priests

The children could gather together before the reading, be shown these objects/symbols, and talk about them. They could then listen to the reading, listening for the places where these symbols are referred to.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

The story for the Fifth Sunday of Easter is: The death of Stephen (Acts 6:1 - 8:1) (to be found in the original edition Series A for 4 Easter, and in the RCL edition Series A for 5 Easter).



