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VERSION: 13 November 2001

ST MARY MAGALENE
(22 July)


ST MARY MAGDALENE
'Mary Magdalene has been identified (probably mistakenly) with the repentant sinner who anointed Jesus' feet (Luke 7:36-50) and with the sister of Martha of Bethany. What is more certain is that Jesus cured her of possession by seven demons, that she was present at the crucifixion and burial, and that she was a principal witness to the resurrection. In the gospels of Mark and John she is the first one to see the risen Christ.'
(Contemporary Worship 6: The Church Year, Calendar and Lectionary, 1973)


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, 
what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.
(Mark 14:9 NRSV)

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Almighty God, 
since you have given us your only Son 
as both a sacrifice for sin 
and an example of a godly life: 
Give us grace that we may always 
thankfully receive this great benefit 
and also daily strive 
to follow in the steps of his life; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional 
Almighty God, 
you have given us your only Son 
both as a sacrifice for sin 
and as an example of godly life. 
Help us, in your loving kindness, 
thankfully to receive this great gift 
and also to strive each day 
to follow in the steps of his holy life. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
Almighty God, 
your Son restored Mary Magdalene 
to health in mind and body 
and called her to be a witness 
to his resurrection. 
Cleanse and make us new 
through your loving kindness, 
and lead us to serve you 
in the power of his risen life. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Ruth 1:6-18 Ruth gives up her false gods and follows Naomi
OR
Exodus 2:1-10 Miriam keeps watch over baby Moses

PSALM 
Psalm 73:23-28
Antiphon: 
As for me, how wonderful to be near God. (v 28 TEV)

SECOND READING
Acts 13:26-33a God raised Jesus as he promised

ALLELUIA VERSE
Alleluia, alleluia.
Mary Magdalene and the other women told the apostles
that Jesus had risen from the dead. (based on Luke 24:10)
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
John 20:1,2,11-18 Mary Magdalene witnesses the risen Jesus


HYMNS AND SONGS

Suggested hymns/songs for St Mary Magdalene are listed on page 1094 of the Harmony edition of Together in Song.

PSALM 73:23-28
For a musical setting of Psalm 73:23-28, see Music Package 6.


VISUAL

COLOUR
The colour for the day is white.

SYMBOL
Mary is represented by a jar of anointing oil, as she is often associated with the Mary who anointed Jesus.


