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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany A
LCA Worship Resources - Year A, Advent to Epiphany
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, YEAR A

2020 - 02 February
2023 - 29 January
2026 - 01 February
2029 - 28 January
2032 - 01 February
2035 - 28 January
2038 - 31 January

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Epiphany season and time after' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
(1 Cor 1:18 NRSV)

OR
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.  (Matt 5:8 NRSV)

OR, use the standard Epiphany Sentence in the document 'Epiphany season and time after', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The following form of confession (based on the Good Friday reproaches) draws upon the verses from the first reading for 4 Epiphany A, Micah 6:3,8).

Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people? How have I burdened you? Answer me! I led you out from the prison of death, and freed you from slavery to sin. Therefore, this is what I require of you: that you turn from your wrongdoing, and do justice.
O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty,
O holy and most merciful God,
have mercy on us.

Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people? How have I burdened you? Answer me! I led you safely through the desert and brought you to a rich land. I fed you with bread from heaven and refreshed you with living water. Therefore, this is what I require of you, that you turn from your harsh ways and love kindness.
O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty,
O holy and most merciful God,
have mercy on us.

Thus says the Lord: What more could I have done for you, O my people, than I have done? Answer me! I planted you as my fairest vine, but you yielded only bitter fruit. I sent my Son to gather your harvest, but you killed him and threw him out of the vineyard. Therefore, this is what I require of you, that you turn and humble yourselves before me. 
O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty,
O holy and most merciful Saviour,
have mercy on us.

O Christ, the Saviour of the world, 
we praise and adore you 
for the redemption of the world 
through your holy cross.
Jesus, Son of the living God, 
draw us and all people to yourself. Amen.

The regular absolution follows.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Almighty God, 
since you know that we are set in the midst 
of so many and great dangers 
that we cannot stand upright 
because of the frailty of our nature: 
Grant us strength and protection 
to support us in all dangers, 
and carry us through all temptations; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Almighty God, 
you know that we are placed 
in the midst of such great dangers 
that we cannot stand upright 
because of our human frailty. 
Make us whole in mind and body. 
Support us in all dangers 
and carry us through all temptations. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for power to say and do what is right. [silence])
In all our doubts, dangers, and confusion, 
teach us, Lord, what we ought to say and do. 
Give to us, 
who can do nothing good without you, 
the power to speak the truth and do your will. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new 
(Let us pray for trust in God. [silence])
Thank you, God, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for showing us your power 
in the weakness of the cross. 
Teach us to rely on you alone 
and to live by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
We ask this through your Son, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Micah 6:1-8 The Lord's case against Israel

PSALM
Psalm 15 
Antiphon: 
The just will live in the presence of the Lord.
OR
Who may dwell on your holy hill? Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right.  (Ps 15:1,2 NRSV)

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 God chooses the weak

ALLELUIA VERSE (Matt 5:12 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Matthew 5:1-12 The beatitudes - life in God's kingdom

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for becoming poor for our sakes.
Bless us who are poor in spirit, 
and make us children of your kingdom. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Wise and merciful God,
thank you for choosing us to be your people.
Teach us to yearn for what is right
and to do what you want us to do.
Use us and our possessions
for your wise and good purposes.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
St Paul reminds us that God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. We come before our Father in our weakness, acknowledging that we are totally dependent on him, seeking his strength and wisdom.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the poor in spirit
*	for the pure in heart
*	for the peacemakers
*	for the merciful
*	for all who witness to God's love in Christ

Concluding prayer
Almighty Father, hear our prayer. Since we can do nothing good without you, send us your Spirit so that your purposes may be fulfilled in us, through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

PREFACE
For these non-festival Sundays after Epiphany, either no seasonal preface is used, as in the Service with Communion (LHS p6), or the following Epiphany preface may be used.

It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Who, sharing our life,
lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 
that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

COMMUNION INVITATION
The following Epiphany invitation or one of the two general invitations below may be used.

Epiphany
Jesus says:
'The bread that God gives
is he who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

General
1  Jesus says:
'I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

2  Jesus says:
'My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood
remain in me, and I in them.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
If the third prayer listed above under ‘Prayer of the Day' has not already been used, it may be used in this modified form as a post-communion prayer.

In all our doubts, dangers, and confusion,
teach us, Lord, what we ought to say and do.
As we have received 
the body and blood of Christ
in this sacrament,
give us the power 
to speak the truth and do your will.
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, for Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS 

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading: Micah 6:1-8
LHS
356	Lord of glory, who hast bought us* G3
359	Thee will I love, my strength, my treasure* (esp vv 4,5) G6
362	What shall I give to God my Saviour* G4
367	O bring to the Lord your tribute of praise* G6
789	My Lord, you wore no royal crown G6
AT
301	Prayer of peace
446	Mercy
TIS
160	Father all-loving and ruling in majesty
439	What shall we offer our good Lord
618	What does the Lord require
751	What does the Lord require of you?

Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
LHS
54	When I survey the wondrous cross G5
153	One thing needful: this one treasure G9
171	In the cross of Christ I glory G4
187	Glorious things of thee are spoken G9
807	Lift high the cross GS
AT
465	How deep is the love
466	I am aware
TIS
192	Christ is the world’s redeemer
262	When pain and terror strike by chance
288	Not the powerful, not the privileged
342	When I survey the wondrous cross
343	Nature with open volume stands
349	In the cross of Christ I glory
351	Lift high the cross
422	Come, Holy Spirit, come (esp vv 1,2,4)
446	Glorious things of you are spoken
717	Give thanks with a grateful heart

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
LHS
148	Jesus, the very thought of Thee G6
398	Lord Jesus, think on me G5
402	Rejoice, my heart, be glad and sing* G6
403	Lord Jesus Christ, my Saviour blest* G5
788	Lord, who left the highest heaven G8
857	Low, the way is low GS
858	Make me a channel of your peace G5
AT
95	Prayer of St Francis
190	Low, the way is low
300	Practise love
436	Amen, amen, it shall be so

TIS
183	Sing of the Lord’s goodness
474	Gather us in
546	Lord Jesus, think on me
566	Lord Jesus, if the same you are
568	O for a heart to praise my God
607	Make me a channel of your peace
680	God! As with silent hearts we bring to mind
697	All the sleepy should have a place to sleep

Psalm 15 
The following paraphrase of Psalm 15 by David Schütz (alt.) may be sung to the tune 'Anthes' (LH 308). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Lord, who shall be admitted
into your holy tent?
And who may find a dwelling
upon your holy hill?
All those whose life is blameless,
the righteous and the just,
who never stoop to slander,
but speak with honest heart.

They keep from doing evil,
from doing harm to froends.
They close their ears to rumours
that harm their neighbours' name.
They show the greatest honour
to those who fear the Lord,
but in their eyes the evil
are held in no regard.

They always keep their promise,
no matter what the cost.
They lend their money freely
and will not take a bribe.
All these shall be admitted
and shall not be removed,
for they alone may enter
God's tent and know his love.

CANTICLE
The beatitudes are an especially appropriate canticle for this Sunday. For various versions, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Canticles', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

MICAH 6:1-8: The Lord takes issue with the people of Israel, who have evidently grown tired of their loyalty towards him. He calls on the hills and mountains as witness, for they have witnessed all the saving acts which he has so generously showered on them through the history of the exodus. The prophet then (vv 6,7) parodies an imagined repentant response from the fearful people. Their deluded conceptions of sacrifice even include the proposal of the abomination of infant sacrifice. In verse 8 the prophet indicates that true repentance and faith will rather yield justice, kindness and humility to the Lord.

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31: Paul here contrasts the wisdom of false prophets among the Corinthians with the true wisdom of God. They wished to subvert the gospel of Christ with their own self-styled wisdom. God chose the foolishness of the crucifixion to effect his wisdom in terms of free salvation for those who would put aside their human pride and humbly believe. There is no room for boasting among Christians with respect to their life with God, except to boast in the Lord, namely in what he alone has done. The message of the cross is the power of God himself to save those who believe.

MATTHEW 5:1-12: This section of Matthew's gospel is referred to generally as the 'Beatitudes'. The word 'beatitude' comes from the Latin word 'beatus' which means 'blessed', sometimes translated as 'happy'. These sayings of Jesus are drawn from teachings of the Old Testament, but have an unmistakable stamp of Jesus' authority in their application. While they fly in the face of common earthly wisdom, they contain the wisdom of God which works out in practical blessing. They are not laws or commandments for living with a stated reward attached. They are more an expression of what Christ in his grace has made his children to be, with the promise of eternal reward in heaven, again according to the Lord's grace.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading could be read by three readers: narrator (vv 1, 2, 8), the Lord (vv 3-5), the response (vv 6, 7).


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is: 'Daniel and his friends (Dan 1:1-21)' (to be found in both the original and RCL editions, 4 Epiphany, year A).


