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Proper 29 C (Last Sunday of the Church Year)
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 20 AND 26 NOV (Proper 29), year C
LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR
Day of the Fulfilment (also known as 'Christ the King')

2019 - 24 November (24th Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 20 November (24th Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 23 November (24th Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 26 November (25th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 23 November (25th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 26 November (26th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 22 November (26th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

WHAT IS MEANT BY THE NAME 'DAY OF THE FULFILMENT'?
In the old one-year lectionary, the last three Sundays of the church year were characterised by a growing emphasis on the eschatological return of Christ. The focus was on the traditional 'four last things': the return of Christ, the resurrection, the judgment, and eternal life.

In the Revised Common Lectionary, the eschatological emphasis also begins a Sunday or two before the last Sunday, and continues on till the First Sunday of Advent, which is always explicitly focused on the second coming or appearing of Christ. Only on the Second Sunday in Advent do the readings shift focus to his first advent.

In the middle of this celebration, the 'Last Sunday of the Church Year' may be seen as a day when the focus is on God's 'fulfilment' of his judgment and salvation. For us Christians, this is at the same time the 'fulfilment' of the hope to which we were called at our baptism.

WHY NOT THE NAME 'CHRIST THE KING'?
Lutheran churches since the Reformation continued to refer to this Sunday as the Last Sunday after Trinity. When the Lutheran Book of Worship (1978) was adopted by the American Lutheran churches, they also adopted the 3-year lectionary which had been developed by Roman Catholics, including the festival of 'Christ the King'. This festival had first been introduced by Pope Pius XI in 1925 to emphasise the supreme authority of Christ and his church over against what he perceived to be the increasing atheism and secularisation of society. In the 1970 revisions of the lectionary, the feast was renamed 'Christ, King of the Universe' and took on a stronger cosmological character. 

The Lutheran Church of Australia did not adopt the feast of Christ the King. There are several reasons for this:
*	The Lutheran church has generally used this Sunday to focus on the last things at the end of the age.
*	There are already several other major festivals of the church year which emphasise the kingship of Christ, notably Transfiguration, Palm/Passion Sunday, and Ascension.
*	There may be a note of 'triumphalism' in the festival of Christ the King which sits uncomfortably with Lutheran theology. 
*	Lutheran churches in Europe and the Missouri Synod in America (among others) have not adopted this festival.

The LCA opted to use the same name for this Sunday as that used by the Missouri Synod in Lutheran Worship: 'The Last Sunday of the Church Year (Day of the Fulfillment)'.

With the adoption of the new Revised Common Lectionary, the LCA faced this question once again, especially as the readings for the Last Sunday of the Church year have obviously been chosen to fit with the festival of Christ the King. The Commission on Worship did not wish to make radical changes to the lectionary for use in the LCA, in order to keep it as ecumenical as possible. It therefore recommended only two changes (namely the addition of preferred alternative gospels for year B and year C) and that the name for this Sunday continue to be 'Last Sunday of the Church Year (Day of the Fulfilment)' rather than 'Christ, the King'.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 
when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
(Jer 23:5  NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Lord God, heavenly Father: 
Grant that your dear Son, Jesus Christ, 
may come quickly 
and take to himself his bride, the church, 
so that together with all the redeemed 
we may enter into your glory; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, heavenly Father, 
let your dear Son, Jesus Christ, 
come quickly 
and take to himself his bride, the church. 
Bring us, together with all the redeemed, 
into your glory. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for the coming of God's kingdom. [silence])
Almighty and everliving God, 
it is your will to restore all things 
in your dear Son. 
Bring together under his just and gentle rule 
all the peoples of the world, 
now divided and torn apart by sin. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new (revised second alternative)
(Let us pray for confidence in the Day of Judgment. [silence])
Merciful Saviour, 
you have taught us that those who believe in you 
will not be condemned, 
but have already passed from death to life. 
Give us faith in your forgiveness, 
so that we fearlessly wait for the time 
when you set us completely free. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Jeremiah 23:1-6 The Lord will raise up a righteous Branch
Psalm: Luke 1:68-79
Antiphon: 
He has raised up a mighty saviour for us from the house of his servant David.  (Luke 1:69)

OR,1b
Jeremiah 23:1-6 The Lord will raise up a righteous Branch
Psalm 46
Antiphon: 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
(Ps 46:7 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Colossians 1:11-20 The supremacy of Christ
(If using NIV, begin: 'May you be strengthened . . . and joyfully give thanks . . .')

ALLELUIA VERSE
EITHER, for the gospel from Luke 19:
Alleluia, alleluia.
To all those who have, more will be given; 
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
Alleluia.

OR, for the gospel from Luke 23:
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Jesus said:) 'Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise.'
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 19:11-27 The parable of the gold coins
(If using NRSV or NIV, begin: 'As/While the people were listening to Jesus, he . . .')

OR 
Luke 23:33-43 The crucified King
(If using NIV, put 'Jesus' instead of 'him' in v 33)

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Then, EITHER, for the gospel from Luke 19:
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for your gifts to us. 
Help us to be good servants. 
Amen.

OR, for the gospel from Luke 23:
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for showing yourself as our King on the cross. 
Rule over us forever. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Our heavenly Father, 
help us always to acknowledge 
that Jesus is our Lord, 
who will finally come in power to save us. 
Teach us to dedicate our lives to him, 
and to serve you through what we do 
and what we have. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Our Lord Jesus promised his disciples that he would come again. Let us pray to him for the church, the world and all in need.

The regular response, OR:
Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, the body of Christ
*	for the rulers of the nations, that all good government may be upheld and all tyrannies put down
*	for the earth, that the environment may be protected and released from the destructive burden of human sinfulness
*	for all who suffer, that their hope may be renewed in Christ
*	for all people, that they may come to repentance before facing the eternal judge

Concluding prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Coming One in whom we place all our hope. As you sit enthroned at the right hand of God the Father almighty, receive our prayers and present them to your Father on behalf of the whole world; for with him and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
If using the Service - Alternative Form, or any of the Sing The Feast settings, instead of saying 'Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again' after the words of institution, the following acclamation may be used:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, the following invitation may be used (if it has not been used for the memorial acclamation above):

As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and everliving God, 
it is your will to restore all things 
in your dear Son. 
As you have gathered us as one 
around the table of the Lord, 
bring together under his just and gentle rule 
all the peoples of the world, 
now divided and torn apart by sin. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, and be strong with the power of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Jeremiah 23:1-6
LHS
9	Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes G6
11	The advent of our King G4
41	O Jesus, King of glory* G4
215	Arise, O God, and shine* G9
271 	The gospel shows the Father's grace G5
422	Great Shepherd of Thy people, hear* G6
867	Have no fear, little flock G6
AT
55	His name is Wonderful
329	Jesus, God's righteousness (This kingdom)
TIS
269	Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes
271	The advent of our God
444	Dear Shepherd of your people, hear

First reading (b) 
Same as (a) - see above

Second reading: Colossians 1:11-20
LHS
21	Of the Father's love begotten G7
39	O Christ, Thou Lord eternal* G7
65	Lord Jesus, we give thanks to Thee* G5
176	We come, O Christ, to Thee G9
299	My God, accept my heart this day G5
454	Ye servants of God, your master proclaim G6
755	O Christ, our king, creator, Lord 
783	Christ is the world's light G6
788	Lord, who left the highest heaven G8
AT
17	Emmanuel: God is with us 
157	Jesus, name above all names
267	Bread of heaven
TIS
165	Praise our God, the great creator
215	You servants of God
219	Jesus comes with all his grace
246	Christ is the world's light
255	O Laughing light, O first-born of creation
290	Of the Father's love begotten
305	Let earth and heaven combine
485	My God, accept my heart this day
528	The Son of God proclaim

Gospel (a): Luke 19:11-27
LHS
367	O bring to the Lord your tribute of praise* G6
372	We give Thee but Thine own G5
AT
265	Take us now, we are yours
358	Gift to the world
TIS
-

Gospel (b): Luke 23:33-43
LHS
53	Jesus, refuge of the weary* G3
60	Christ, the life of all the living G5
68	There is a fountain filled with blood G6
75	We sing the praise of Him who died G5
82	Jesus, in Thy dying woes (Parts I, II)* (3 vv mod) G5
85	According to Thy gracious word G5
169	The head that once was crowned with thorns G5
755	O Christ, our King, creator, Lord
759	When his time was over GS
788	Lord, who left the highest heaven (vv 5,6) G8
790	O Lord of light who made the stars (alt tune 346, G5)
791	O love how deep, how broad, how high G5
AT
147	When his time was over
279	And so we meet again
387	Jesus, remember me
TIS
194	O love how deep, how broad, how high
347	We sing the praise of him who died
357	When his time was over
378	The head that once was crowned with thorns
515	According to thy gracious word
730	Jesus, remember me

LUKE 1:68-79, THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH
For suggestions about various versions of the Song of Zechariah, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Canticles', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

psalm 46
For musical settings of Psalm 46, see Music packages 2, 3, 6, 9 and 10. TIS 28, God is our strength and refuge, is a paraphrase of the psalm.

The following songs and hymns have some basis in Psalm 46 - although none of them are actually paraphrases of the psalm itself.

LHS
195	A mighty fortress* (* modernised version available)
854	Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side
AT
9	Be still and know that I am God 
	As the reader speaks the verses of Psalm 46, the congregation may respond after every few verses with the singing of the first verse of 'Be still and know that I am God' (LHS 885, ATN 9).
311	Be still and know that I am God 
	Most appropriate for an opening song.
339	In you, O Lord, I found refuge
458	God is our refuge and strength
TIS
103	A mighty fortress

The following paraphrase of Psalm 46, by David Schütz, may be sung to the tune of 'A mighty fortress' (LH 195, TIS 103). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

God is our refuge and our strength
a present help in trouble.
And so we will not be afraid,
though all the earth may tremble.
	Though mountains may fall,
	though seas roar and foam,
	though all the earth quakes,
	still we are not afraid.
The Lord of hosts is with us!

A flowing river brings great joy
throughout God's holy city,
for God himself is always there,
and it will not be shaken.
	God's help comes at dawn,
	the nations will roar,
	the kingdoms will fall,
	his voice will melt the earth.
The Lord of hosts is with us!

O come and see the fearsome things
the Lord has made to happen.
He makes wars cease; he shatters shields;
he breaks the spears and arrows.
	'Now be still, and know
	that I am your God.
	Throughout all the earth,
	I am exalted high!'
The Lord of hosts is with us!

OR, the following paraphrase by David Schütz, may be sung to the tune of 'Be still and know that I am God' (LHS 885, ATN 9). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

A mighty fortress is our God,
A mighty fortress is our God,
A mighty fortress is our God,

And so we will not be afraid;
and so we will not be afraid;
and so we will not be afraid.

The Lord of hosts is with us now,
The Lord of hosts is with us now,
The Lord of hosts is with us now.

He makes wars cease throughout the earth;
He makes wars cease throughout the earth;
He makes wars cease throughout the earth.

'Be still, and know that I am God!'
'Be still, and know that I am God!'
'Be still, and know that I am God!'


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

JEREMIAH 23:1-6: The term 'shepherds' here refers to the kings of Israel and other rulers. There had been a record of unbelieving and unrighteous leadership which had resulted in the people being 'scattered', 'driven away', 'not being attended to'. There could also be a reference here to a particular weak king, Zedekiah, whose name means 'The Lord is my righteousness'. Jeremiah prophesies that the Messiah whom God would one day send to restore and regather his people will be called 'the Lord is our righteousness'. Jesus Christ in his priestly and kingly roles has established his kingdom in which his own righteousness becomes ours through the shedding of his blood to cleanse from sin.

COLOSSIANS 1:11-20: Christians need strength to meet the powers of evil which threaten from the world and from Satan's kingdom of darkness. The power to endure, though, is joyfully experienced, and thanksgiving ensues from their radical rescue from the darkness of evil into the light shared by the saints. Christ's redemption and forgiveness have accomplished this. However, salvation is at stake if the gospel is set aside for an altered belief system. False teachers had been trying to lead Colossian Christians into seeking 'fullness' through a range of spiritual thrones, dominions and powers that supposedly stretch between earth and heaven. Paul therefore here directed them back to the only understanding on which true faith could rest. Because Christ was pre-eminent in the created order and active in the initial creation itself, 'all the fullness of God dwells in him'. Through him alone reconciliation and peace was freely granted through the blood of the cross.

LUKE 19:11-27: The disciples expected the kingdom of God in its fullness to come at once. The Lord saw the need for them to know he had much work for them to do before then. This parable illustrates the importance of the work entrusted to his believing followers to spread the gospel. The nobleman gave each of his summoned slaves a differing sum to 'do business' for him until his return. Christ, in leaving his earthly kingdom through crucifixion, death, resurrection and ascension, would return one day. He then would examine the results of the differing abilities of his servants to carry out his work. It is faithfulness in the use of those talents which is rewarded rather than the amount which is achieved. If the servant who does nothing needs to shift the blame elsewhere, let not the choice be to blame God. He is gracious and merciful to whoever trusts and obeys. Those who will not permit Christ to be king will be shut out of the kingdom. An encouraging but serious note on which to end the church year.

LUKE 23:33-43: On this Last Sunday of the Church Year we receive the theme through the readings of 'Jesus the King'. This section from the death of Jesus would perhaps seem an odd choice, therefore. However, we are presented with different ways in which Jesus was seen in his death. The hostile religious leaders sneered and scoffed, 'A Messiah (the long-promised King) indeed who can't save himself!!' The pagan soldiers mockingly challenged him to save himself! Pontius Pilate wrote a contemptuously ironic yet official superscription, 'This is the King of the Jews'. One of the criminals, hardened and obdurate, derisively called for proof of his messiaship. The other thief, admitting guilt, saw the tortured, dying Jesus, in faith, as the King who could save him. Jesus saw himself as the merciful King who forgives even those killing him and grants eternal life to a repentant sinner. Do you see Jesus only as your Saviour or also as your King?


VISUAL

Colour FOR LAST SUNDAY
The colour for this Sunday is green, just as it is for any other Sunday after Pentecost. The LCA has not adopted the custom of using white on this day.

SYMBOL
A suitable symbol for this Sunday is the cross and the orb of the world, showing the ultimate victory of the gospel.

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the first reading from Jeremiah could be illustrated with the symbol of a branch.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the gospel from Luke 19 could be read by six readers: narrator (the pastor), Jesus, the nobleman, first servant, second servant, and third servant; and the gospel from Luke 23 could be read by six readers: narrator (the pastor), Jesus, a Jewish leader, a soldier, first criminal, and second criminal.


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'King of the Jews (Luke 23:33-43)'. Material for this story may be found in Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 29. There is no equivalent in the original version of Come and See Jesus .

