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Proper 12 C
LCA Worship Resources -Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 24 AND 30 JULY (Proper 12), year C

2019 - 28 July (7th Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 24 July (7th Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 27 July (7th Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 30 July (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 27 July (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 30 July (9th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 26 July (9th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

In Christ the whole fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily,
and we have come to fullness in him.  (Col 2:9,10a NRSV alt)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

INTRODUCTION TO THE ABSOLUTION
Some or all of the following may be said after the questions of confession and before the absolution:

You were buried with Christ in baptism, 
and raised with him through faith in the power of God, 
who raised him from the dead. 
When you were dead in your sins, 
God made you alive with Christ. 
He forgave us all our sins, 
erasing the record that stood against us 
with its legal demands. 
He took it away, 
nailing it to the cross. 
Therefore, upon your confession, . . . 
Continue with the absolution as in the order of service.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, 
be open to the prayers of your humble servants; 
and make them ask for whatever pleases you, 
so that you may grant what they desire; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Listen in mercy to our prayers, Lord. 
Lead us to ask for whatever pleases you, 
so that you may grant what we desire. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray that we may find peace in knowing God. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God, 
you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless 
until they find their rest in you. 
Teach us to seek you 
and to rely on you in all our needs, 
so that our deepest desires may be satisfied, 
and we may finally see you face to face. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new 
(Let us pray for boldness in prayer. [silence])
Thank you, generous God, 
that you want to give us so much more 
than we even think of asking for. 
Keep us coming to you in prayer, 
knowing that you are waiting to answer. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Hosea 1:2-10 Hosea's wife and children 
Psalm 85
Antiphon: 
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.  
(Ps 85:7 NRSV)

OR, 1b
Genesis 18:20-32 Abraham pleads for Sodom 
Psalm 138
Antiphon: 
On the day I called, you answered me.  (Ps 138:3a NRSV)

SECOND READING
Colossians 2:6-15(16-19) Not philosophy or legalism, but Christ 

ALLELUIA VERSE (Luke 11:9 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Jesus said:) 'Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 
knock, and the door will be opened for you.'
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 11:1-13 Jesus' teaching on prayer

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for teaching us how to pray. 
Help us to keep on praying with faith and confidence. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Saving God, 
you have forgiven us 
and set us free to be yours. 
Help us to offer ourselves and all we have 
for your service. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Jesus has commanded us to pray and even given us the words to say. We can be certain that our prayer is pleasing to God, our Father in heaven. Let us come to him in Jesus' name and pray for ourselves, the church and the needs of all the world.

The regular response, OR:
Our Father in heaven,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that by its words and conduct God's name may be kept holy throughout the world
*	for the world, that God's kingdom would come to bring relief from suffering and oppression and salvation for all people
*	for ourselves, that we would have all we need from day to day
*	for those who have sinned against God, and those who have sinned against us, that they may be forgiven
*	for those who are being tested by hardship or temptation, that they would be saved from their hour of trial
*	for parents and children, that they would grow in love and trust for one another
*	for all Christians, that we may be granted the gift of the Holy Spirit

Concluding prayer
Father in heaven, your dear Son has taught us to ask for whatever we need, and promised that our prayers will be heard for his sake. Hear us in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR
The following prayer based on the Lord's Prayer from Martin Luther's Small Catechism may be used today. It is given here in two forms.

(1960 version)
(1996 version)


Gracious God, since you encourage us to believe that you are truly our Father and we are your children, grant that we may pray to you with complete confidence, just as children speak to their loving father, and say:

Gracious God, you encourage us to believe that you really are our Father and we really are your children. Help us to pray to you with complete confidence, just as children speak to their loving parents, and say:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Since your name certainly is holy in itself, we ask that we may keep it holy. Grant that your word may be taught in its truth and purity, and help us as your children to live a holy life in harmony with it. Keep us from dishonouring your name by teaching and living contrary to your word. 

Father, your name is already holy, but we ask you to help us to keep your name holy. Help us to teach your word clearly and correctly, and to live holy lives as your children, doing what you say. Do not let us bring disgrace on your name by going against your word in what we teach or the way we live.

Your kingdom come.
Your kingdom come.
Even though your kingdom comes without our praying for it, grant that it may come also to us. Give us your Holy Spirit, so that by your grace we believe your holy word and live a godly life on earth now and in heaven forever.

Father, you come to rule as king even if we don't ask for this to happen, but we ask you to come and rule over us. Give us your Holy Spirit, so that by your goodness to us we believe your holy word and live as your people on earth now and in heaven forever.

Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Even though your good and gracious will is surely done without our prayer, grant that it may be done also among us. Hinder and defeat every evil scheme of the devil, the world, and our sinful self which would prevent us from keeping your name holy and would oppose the coming of your kingdom. Graciously strengthen our faith and keep us firm in your word as long as we live.
Father, you do the kind and good things you want for people even if we don't ask for this to happen, but we ask you to do these kind and good things for us too. Break the power of the devil, our sinful human nature, and people who are against God, since all these want to stop us from keeping your name holy and having you rule as our king. Make our faith in Jesus strong and help us to trust God's word as long as we live.


Give us today our daily bread.
Give us today our daily bread.
Since you give daily bread, even without our prayer, to all people, though sinful, help us to realise this and to receive our daily bread with thanks. Give us and all people everything needed for this life, such as food and clothing, home and property, work and income, a devoted family, an ordered community, good government, favourable weather, peace and health, a good name, and true friends and neighbours.

Father, you give daily bread to all people, whether they are good or bad, even if we don't ask for this to happen. But we ask you to help us to see our daily bread as your gift, and to be thankful for it. Give us and all people everything we need for this life, things like food, clothes, a place to live, money and possessions, a good marriage, loving children, good people to work with, good and honest community leaders, good government, good weather, peace, health, respect for law, a good reputation, good friends, and helpful neighbours.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Do not hold our sins against us, heavenly Father, and because of them refuse to hear our prayer.  Forgive us and give us everything by grace, for we sin every day and deserve nothing but punishment. Help us heartily to forgive and gladly to do good to those who sin against us.
Father, we don't deserve anything we pray for. We sin every day, and all we deserve is punishment. But we ask you not to look at our sins or refuse to listen to our prayers because of them. Instead, give us everything we need simply out of your kindness. When people sin against us, help us gladly to forgive them and be kind to them.

Lead us not into temptation.
Lead us not into temptation.
Since you tempt no-one to sin, watch over us and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful self may not deceive us and draw us into false belief, despair, and other great and shameful sins. And even though we are so tempted, help us still to win the final victory.

Father, we know that you do not tempt anyone. But we ask you to keep us safe from the devil, our sinful nature, and people who are against you. Don't let them trick us into losing our Christian faith, giving up all hope, or doing other terrible things. And even though they attack us, we pray that in the end we will win the victory.

Deliver us from evil.
Deliver us from evil.
Save us, heavenly Father, from every evil to body and soul, and at our last hour mercifully take us from the troubles of this world to yourself in heaven.
Amen.
Father, save us from every kind of evil - anything that could hurt our body or soul, our possessions or reputation. Be with us when we die. Be kind to us and take us from the troubles of this world to be with you in heaven.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and merciful God, 
you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless 
until they find their rest in you. 
Teach us to seek you 
where you may be found, 
especially in your word and sacraments. 
May we rely on you in all our needs, 
so that our deepest desires may be satisfied, 
and we may finally see you face to face. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live your lives in the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Hosea 1:2-10
LHS
323	Blessed are the sons of God* G4
431	My soul, now bless Thy maker* G6
439	I will sing my Maker's praises G5
850	O Father, my Father, I call on your name GS
AT
6	O Father, my Father
57	Father God
TIS
115	Behold the amazing gift of love

First reading (b): Genesis 18:20-32
LHS
314	Turn, Lord, Thine anger, and in mercy spare us G4
425	Lord, teach us how to pray aright G6
571	Almighty Lord, before Thy throne
573	Great King of nations, hear our prayer (alt tune 183, G6)
AT
11	Lord, have mercy
238	Kyrie I (Taize)
379	Kyrie Eleison (Ghana)
392	Kyrie Eleison (Russia)
TIS
31	Have mercy on us, living Lord
734	Lord, have mercy (Ghana)
735	Lord, have mercy (Taize)
736	Lord, have mercy (Russia)

Second reading: Colossians 2:6-15(16-19)
LHS
97	The strife is o'er, the battle done G5
147	O Morning Star, so bright and fair* G3
159	O for a thousand tongues to sing* G5
176	We come, O Christ, to Thee G9
277	Baptized into Thy name most holy* G4
279	He that believes and is baptized* (alt tune 106, G3)
361	Let us ever walk with Jesus* G5
378	Fill Thou my life, O Lord my God G7 (alt tune 106, G3)
826	Father welcomes GS
827	Good Shepherd, take this lamb
833	We praise you, Lord, for Jesus Christ G5
AT
4	Father welcomes
31	Freely, freely
61	Hallelujah, my Father
118	Jesus went down to the water
150	Sing a new song
TIS
199	Lord Jesus, our bright Morning Star
210	O for a thousand tongues to sing
225	My heart and voice I raise
367	The strife is past, the battle done
596	Fill my whole life, O Lord my God
375	Come, let us with our Lord arise
461	God, your glory we have seen in your Son
479	They that believe and are baptised
481	Baptized into your name most holy
486	We praise you, Lord, for Jesus Christ
491	Father welcomes

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13
LHS
121	Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord* G4
And others from 'Pentecost' sections
355	May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil* G3
421	Our Father, Thou in heaven above* G5
424	Prayer is the soul's sincere desire* G5
894	Father God in heaven GS
901	Our Father, you from heaven above G5
AT
34	Seek ye first
74	The Lord's Prayer
278	Lord, hear our prayer
283	Our Father
TIS
399	Come, Spirit of God, holy Lord
And others from 'The Holy Spirit' section
550	Our Father, God in heaven above
635	Forgive our sins as we forgive
745	Seek ye first
750	Veni, Creator Spiritus
752	Veni, Sanctus Spiritus

PSALM 85
For musical settings of Psalm 85, see Music Packages 6 and 9. TIS 45, I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, gives a setting of Psalm 85:7-13.

Below is a metrical version by David Schütz of Psalm 85:1-13, which may be sung to the tune Ave virgo (LH 469. TIS 391). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Lord, you have been merciful
to your land of Israel;
and you give prosperity
to the tribes of Jacob.
You forgave the sinfulness
of your wayward people;
you have pardoned all their wrongs
and restored their fortune.

You withdrew your wrath from us -
turned away your anger.
Come, restore us once again,
God of our salvation.
Will your anger never end -
will you not revive us?
Show us, Lord, your steadfast love -
grant us your salvation.

Let me hear what God will say -
say to all his faithful.
He will speak his peace to us -
peace to all who trust him.
His salvation now is near -
near to all who fear him.
He in glory comes to us -
comes and makes his dwelling.

Love and faithfulness will meet -
meet in peace and justice.
Faithfulness will spring from earth,
righteousness from heaven.
God will give us what is good
and our land will prosper.
Righteousness will pave his way
as he comes to save us.

psalm 138 
For musical settings of Psalm 138, see Music Packages 7, 9 and 10. TIS 86, With my whole heart I will praise you, is another version of this psalm.

Here are two metrical paraphrases of Psalm 138 by David Schütz. If reproducing either of these versions, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm. The following may be sung to the tune of 'The Greatest Commandment' (ATA 175).

I give you thanks, Lord, with all my heart;
before the angels I will sing your praise.
I worship you in your holy place
and always thank and praise your holy name.
	For you are loving, and faithful too;
	your name and your word have been glorified.
	And when I called on your holy name,
	you gave me your answer and made me strong.

All kings and rulers shall praise you, Lord, 
when they have heard your words of truth and love;
and they shall sing of the ways of God:
'Tremendous is the glory of the Lord'.
	Yet, though exalted, he keeps his watch
	with love and compassion upon the poor.
	The rich and proud, he will still observe,
	but like one that watches from far away. 

And you preserve me throughout my life,
though trouble meets me everywhere I go.
You stretch your mighty right hand to save,
and fight the anger of my enemies.
	The Lord fulfils his promise to me; 
	forever and ever your love endures.
	Do not forsake what your hands have made,
	remember you made me and I am yours.

This second version could be sung to the traditional tune Dir, dir, Jehovah (LH 218):

With all my heart, I give you thanks, Lord.
Before the angels I will sing your praise.
I worship in your holy temple
and always thank and praise your holy name.
For you have shown your love and faithfulness,
Your holy name and word are glorified.

And on the day I called upon you,
you gave me answer and you made me strong.
The kings of all the earth shall praise you,
when they have heard your words of truth and love.
They all shall sing about your ways, O Lord:
'Tremendous is the glory of the Lord'.

Yet, though the Lord is high in heaven,
he still regards the lowly of the earth.
He does not overlook the haughty,
but watches them like one who's far away. 
Though trouble meets me everywhere I go,
your right hand saves me from my enemies.

The Lord will keep his promise to me; 
your steadfast love, O Lord, will always last.
Stretch out your hand and come to save me!
Do not forsake the work your hands have made.
With all my heart, I give you thanks, O Lord.
Before the angels I will sing your praise.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

HOSEA 1:2-10: God's command to Hosea to marry a harlot and have 'children of harlotry' reflects and symbolises the northern kingdom of Israel's behaviour towards God. God's feeling of anger over Israel's unfaithfulness to his covenant is better understood as this comparison. The hearer is shocked by a prophet of God violating a human relationship generally regarded as sacred. The names of the children are an expression of God's reserved punishments. Hosea predicts, though, God's pity on the southern kingdom of Judah. Its people will be restored after enforced exile. A universal purified spiritual Israel is foreshadowed in verse 10.

GENESIS 18:20-32: God announced to Abraham his intention to inspect the moral state of Sodom and Gomorrah. This suggests his fairness in reserving punitive action until every opportunity for repentance has been exhausted. Abraham's intercession on behalf of others came from a deep compassion for the righteous. A monumental faith which is certain God will not reject him out of hand led him to bargain to the point of risking God's ire. God's answer shows that while his justice and anger over hardened and persistent sin must finally be fulfilled, yet he is prepared to act in mercy towards those who are faithful to him (eg Lot and Noah).

COLOSSIANS 2:6-15(16-19): False teachers at Colossae claimed that one could relate to God only through attaining a special 'fullness'. This had to be through the offices of a long line of angels or demon beings between oneself and God. Paul demonstrates that the 'fullness' of God resided bodily in Christ, and that Christ gives this 'fullness' as a free gift. Paul then proceeds to illustrate the process by which baptism bestowed Christ's demolition of the power of the law over us through his death and resurrection. There is no need therefore for circumcision. The ritual laws of the Old Testament were simply shadows pointing forward to a future reality. This reality is Christ with his free redemption.

LUKE 11:1-13: Upon the disciples' request to be taught to pray, the Lord gave this model upon which other prayers could be fashioned. Luke's version is slightly shorter than the one in Matthew's gospel. Perhaps each rendition was actually given by Jesus on a separate occasion. In either form there is a sandwiched arrangement, so to speak, of spiritually directed prayers being balanced either side of one single prayer for bodily blessings in the middle. Encouragement for the timid in prayer is given by the comparison of the attitude of the loving father to his child. The Holy Spirit is the best gift of all.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. 


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading from Hosea could be read by two readers: the narrator and the Lord; the first reading from Genesis could be read by three readers: narrator, the Lord and Abraham; and the gospel could be read by three (or five) readers: narrator (the pastor), disciple, Jesus (and perhaps a person asking for bread and the friend).


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Jesus teaches about prayer ( Luke 11:1-13)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year C, Semester 2, 10 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 12

