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Proper 27 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 6 AND 12 NOV (Proper 27), year C
THIRD-LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR

2019 - 10 November (22nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 06 November (22nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 09 November (22nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 12 November (23rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 09 November (23rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 12 November (24th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 08 November (24th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

THE LAST SUNDAYS OF THE CHURCH YEAR
As the church year draws to a close, the readings begin to reflect themes of eschatology, that is, the 'last things'. This theme culminates in the celebration of the Last Sunday of the Church Year (Day of the Fulfilment) and the First Sunday of Advent.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; 
and then in my flesh I shall see God.  (Job 19:25,26b NRSV)

OR
The Lord, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.  (Luke 20:37,38 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people, 
that they may richly bear the fruit of good works, 
and receive your rich reward; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Stir up, Lord, the wills of your faithful people. 
Help us richly bear the fruit of good works, 
and give us your rich reward. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for vigilance. [silence])
Heavenly Father, 
keep us watchful and alert 
as we wait for the coming of your Son, our Lord. 
When he stands at the door and knocks, 
may he not find us asleep 
in carelessness and sin, 
but awake in hope and rejoicing, 
so that we may live with you forever. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray for faithfulness until Christ's return. [silence])
Awaken us, Lord, 
so that when your Son comes 
we may be ready to receive him with joy 
and serve you with clean hearts. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Haggai 1:15b - 2:9 The future glory of the temple
(If using NRSV or NIV, begin: 'In the second year of Darius, . . .' and continue with 2:1; if using TEV, begin: 'On the twenty-first day of the seventh month of the second year that Darius was emperor, the Lord . . .')
Psalm 145:1-5,17-21 
Antiphon: 
I will extol you, my God and King!  (Ps 145:1a NRSV)
OR
Psalm 98
Antiphon: 
The Lord is coming to judge the earth with righteousness.  
(based on Ps 98:9)

OR, 1b
Job 19:23-27a I know that my Redeemer lives
Psalm 17:1-9
Antiphon: 
Guard me as the apple of the eye (; hide me in the shadow of your wings).  (Ps 17:8 NRSV)

SECOND READING
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17 Stand firm as you wait for the coming of our Lord

ALLELUIA VERSE  (Luke 20:36)
Alleluia, alleluia.
The children of the resurrection cannot die anymore, 
because they are like angels and are children of God. 
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 20:27-38 The question about rising from death
(If using NRSV, put 'Jesus' instead of 'him' in v 27)

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for bringing us life with God forever. 
Help us to live as God's children. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Faithful God, 
strengthen us to stand firm in our faith. 
Encourage us to keep on serving you, 
giving of ourselves and what we have 
to help other people. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
In Christ we are one with all the saints of every age. Let us come together to pray to our God, who is God of the living, not of the dead.

The regular response, OR:
O God of all the living,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for pastors, parents and teachers who handed on to us the tradition of the Christian faith
*	for those who are deceived by false teachers
*	for those who are dying, and for those who mourn the death of a loved one
*	for husbands and wives
*	for students preparing for final exams

Concluding prayer
Eternal God, holy Father, join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
If using the Service - Alternative Form, or any of the Sing The Feast settings, instead of saying 'Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again' after the words of institution, the following acclamation may be used:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, the following invitation may be used (if it has not been used for the memorial acclamation above):

As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Heavenly Father, 
keep us watchful and alert 
as we wait for the coming of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Help us to hear his voice 
when he stands at the door and knocks, 
so that he may come in to us 
and eat with us. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

BEFORE THE BLESSING
Before the blessing is said, the following verse may be used.

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself 
and God our Father, 
who loved us 
and through grace 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 
comfort your hearts 
and strengthen them 
in every good work and word . . . 

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Stand firm and hold to the traditions you were taught.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Haggai 1:15b - 2:9
LHS
14 	Let the earth now praise the Lord (vv 1,2,6,8) * G4
17	Come, Thou long-expected Jesus G6
19	Come, Thou Saviour of our race* G4
490	O Son of God, we wait for Thee* G3
731	Come, Lord Jesus, come GS
739	When the king shall come again G4
841	O welcome, all you noble saints of old GS
AT
20	Come, Lord Jesus, come
77	O welcome, all ye noble saints of old
220	There'll be peace
TIS
272	Come, thou long-expected Jesus
295	Saviour of the nations, come

First reading (b): Job 19:23-27a
LHS
101	Jesus lives! thy terrors now* G5
103	I know that my Redeemer lives* G3
479	Jesus, my Redeemer, lives* G5
761	Christ is alive! Let Christians sing G3
AT
35	I will sing unto the Lord
127	Because he lives
150	Sing a new song
216	O sing to the Lord
220	There'll be peace
312	Celebrate
346	Jesus is alive
TIS
202	I know that my Redeemer
366	Jesus, my Redeemer, lives
372	Jesus lives! your terrors now
376	I know that my Redeemer lives
387	Christ is alive! Let Christians sing

Second reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17
LHS
181	Abide, O dearest Jesus* G5
197	Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word* G5
331	My hope is built on nothing less* G5
341	Jesus, lead Thou on* G3
419	Jesus, Lord of life and glory G6
870	Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy G6
AT
300	Practise love
405	Lord of all hopefulness
TIS
198	I greet you, my Redeemer sure, who lives
436	Lord, keep us steadfast in your word
551	O stay with us, Lord Jesus
613	Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy

Gospel: Luke 20:27-38
LHS
60	Christ, the life of all the living (vv 1,5) G5
103	I know that my Redeemer lives* G3
763	Now is eternal life (alt tune 176, G9)
841	O welcome, all ye noble saints of old GS
AT
77	O welcome, all ye noble saints of old
257	Jesus is living
TIS
376	I know that my Redeemer lives
385	Now is eternal life

PSALM 145:1-5,17-21 
For musical settings of Psalm 145:1-5,17-21, see Music Package 9.

TIS 89, O Lord, you are my God and King, is a paraphrase of Psalm 145:1-7,9-12. The following paraphrase of Psalm 145:1-5,17-21 by David Schütz may be sung to various tunes, including Quam dilecta (LH 503) and St Cecilia (LH 416). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

I praise you, God and King,
I bless your holy name,
forever every day,
I bless your name always.

Great is the Lord our God,
and greatly to be praised,
his greatness is beyond
all human power to know.

And every age will tell 
each other of your works, 
and everyone declare 
the mighty things you do.  

And I will meditate 
upon your wondrous works, 
the beauty of your face, 
the splendour of your ways.

The Lord is just and kind, 
he's near to all who call.  
He fills and saves all those 
who learn to fear his name.  

The wicked he puts down; 
he watches those he loves.  
My mouth will praise the Lord; 
all creatures bless his name.

PSALM 98 
For musical settings of Psalm 98, see Music Packages 1, 2, 4, 5, 7 and 9. See also TIS 56 O sing a new song to the Lord and 57 Sing to the Lord a new song.

The chorus of 'Sing a new song unto the Lord' (ATA 150) by Dan Schutte is based on Psalm 98. The song could be used for the psalm, although the verses are not really a translation of the psalm itself.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 98 by David Schütz may be sung to the tune Wir pflügen ('We plough the fields and scatter', LH 563, TIS 130). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Sing to the Lord a new song,
great wonders he has done!
For he has shown the victory
his mighty power has won.
The ends of earth have all seen
the saving acts of God.
Let all the earth shout praises;
ring out your song with joy!

Sing the Lord a new song,
from earth to heaven above:
'Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia.'

Sing psalms and play the harp, and
with music praise the Lord!
Come, blow the trumpet! Sound the horn!
Acclaim the Lord your King!
Let seas and all that fills them,
with earth rise up and roar,
let rivers clap their hands, and
let hills ring out their joy!

PSALM 17:1-9
For a musical setting of Psalm 17:1-9, see Music Package 9. TIS 6, Lord, hear a cause that is just, is a version of Psalm 17:1,5-6,8,15.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

HAGGAI 1:15b - 2:9: The prophet Haggai was amongst the company of Jewish exiles sent by King Darius from Babylon to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel. It had remained for seventy years in devastation. Naturally there was depression among the people on that account, but also because the new building could not match the glory of the old one built by Solomon. Haggai encouraged the people to be confident that the Lord had guaranteed to work with them. He predicted that God would shake the earth to bring its treasures to the temple. This came true at the time of Christ, when the talents of the heathen were brought by conversion into the church, the new temple of God.

JOB 19:23-27: Job suffered the total loss of his family, marriage, property, wealth and honour. As if that were not enough, his whole body was painfully wracked with a putrefying disease. Satan had challenged God that if Job were to lose all his prosperity he would not believe, but would curse God. Job here confesses his faith that there will be a vindicator, or redeemer, to take up his cause. He is confident that there will be a day when after his skin has been destroyed he shall yet see God with his own eyes. Christians treasure these words in the light of their further understanding through Christ's teaching of the resurrection.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-5,13-17: It would appear (Chapter 2:1) the some of the congregation  at Thessalonica had got it into their heads that the 'day of the Lord' had already begun. It seems that a fake letter, as if from Paul, had fomented this untrue belief. Paul could see how unsettling this teaching could be, and feared a lasting disturbance. He therefore reminds them that before the second coming of Christ occurs the antichrist (here termed the man of lawlessness) must appear in the church (temple). This figure, empowered by Satan, would lead a widespread rebellion against the truth of Christ before the end comes. He is doomed, though, for destruction by Christ when he comes. To add further to the importance of not being swept away, Paul sketches the effective saving plan of God right through election, calling, sanctifying to glorifying. Therefore they should stand firm in line with the truth they had been taught by Paul himself.

LUKE 20:27-38: The Sadducees were a materialistic group of religious leaders who rejected scriptural teachings which did not square with their reason. One such question was that of the resurrection. They put a cleverly worked-out puzzle to Jesus (based on Deuteronomy 25:5f) involving absurdities concerning the resurrection, which to them proved the resurrection itself to be equally absurd. Jesus' answer had two parts. Firstly, in the resurrection there is no death, and therefore there is no need for procreation or therefore marriage. The other part answered them with a counter Scripture text, namely Exodus 3:2-6. God revealed himself at the burning bush in the present tense as being the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God is not a God of non-existent beings. Therefore they must assuredly be living. The Sadducees unwittingly gave occasion for us to receive from Jesus an important teaching about life beyond the grave!


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. 


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the reading from Haggai could be read by two readers: narrator, and the word of the Lord; and the gospel from Luke could be read by three readers: narrator (the pastor), a Sadducee, and Jesus.


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'The story of Job (Job 1:1 - 2:13; 43:7-16)'. Material for this story may be found in: 
Original Edition, Year B, Semester One, 5 Epiphany 
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 27.

