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Proper 7 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 19 And 25 June (if after Trinity) (Proper 7), year C

2019 - 23 June (2nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 19 June (2nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 22 June (2nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 25 June (3rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 22 June (3rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 25 June (4th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 21 June (4th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

As many of you as were baptised into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ.  (Gal 3:27 NRSV)

OR
There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  (Gal 3:28 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Grant, O Lord, 
that the course of this world 
may be so peaceably ordered 
by your government, 
that your church may joyfully serve you 
in all godly quietness; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional 
Lord, govern the world 
and keep it in peace, 
so that your church may joyfully serve you 
in all quietness. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray that we may desire the eternal blessings of God. [silence])
Strengthen our faith, Lord, 
so that we do not set our hearts on earthly things, 
but love the things of heaven. 
As we are surrounded 
by things that are passing away, 
help us to cling to those that will last forever. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new 
(Let us pray that we live in unity with one another. [silence])
Thank you, heavenly Father, 
that you have clothed us with Christ, 
and made us one in him. 
Break down all barriers 
that divide us, 
and teach us to live in harmony 
as members of your family. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
1 Kings 19:1-4(5-7)8-15a Elijah flees and meets God
Psalms 42 and 43 (used together as one psalm)
Antiphon: 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God.  
(Ps 42:5b,6a NRSV)

OR, 1b
Isaiah 65:1-9 The Lord will punish the rebellious but save those who serve him.
(Begin: 'The Lord said:')
Psalm 22:19-28
Antiphon: 
They will proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn.  
(Ps 22:31 NRSV alt)

SECOND READING
Galatians 3:23-29 We are Christ's, justified by faith

ALLELUIA VERSE (Luke 8:38,39 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus said to the man from whom the demons had gone:
'Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.'
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 8:26-39 Jesus heals a man with demons
(Begin: 'Jesus and his disciples . . .')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for rescuing people in bondage to Satan. 
Let us serve you as your free people. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Loving heavenly Father, 
you have made us yours and set us free to serve you. 
Teach us to give of ourselves 
out of thankfulness for all you have done. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
As those who belong to Christ, let us come as one before our Father and lay claim to his promise in the name of Jesus.

The regular response, OR:
God of power and might,
have mercy on us.

Suggested intercessions
*	for those who are spiritually ill
*	for those who are victims of evil
*	for our neighbouring countries, especially New Zealand (or Australia), Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, and the Pacific Islands
*	for the Jewish people
*	for those who are outcasts in society.

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, in your Son Jesus Christ we are all your children through faith. In his name, hear the prayers we offer, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Thank you, Lord, for this healing gift. 
Strengthen our faith, 
so that we do not set our hearts on earthly things, 
but love the things of heaven. 
As we are surrounded 
by things that are passing away, 
help us to cling to those that will last forever. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are children of God through faith in the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): 1 Kings 19:1-4(5-7)8-15a
LHS
151	Jesus, Thy boundless love to me* G5
290	O Bread of life from heaven* G3
347 	Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah G6
389	God His watch is keeping* G9
392	How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord G6
407	If thou but suffer God to guide thee* G6
409	Commit whatever grieves thee* G6
579	Where'er I go, whate'er my task* G6
835	Bread of heaven, on you we feed GS
837	Feed us now, Bread of life GS
AT	
79	Feed us now, Bread of life
274	In Jesus' name
384	If we will trust in God to guide us
TIS	
415	Praise the spirit in creation (esp v 2)
513	Bread of heaven, on you we feed
553	In all my ways, in every task
554	If we will trust in God to guide us
555	Put all your trust in God
569	Guide me, O thou great Redeemer
578	How firm a foundation, you people of God
598	Dear Father, Lord of humankind

First reading (b): Isaiah 65:1-9
	-

Second reading: Galatians 3:23-29
LHS	
183	The saints on earth and those above G6
270	The law of God is good and wise G3
279	He that believes and is baptised* (alt tune 106, G3)
323	Blessed are the sons of God* G4
327	Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness* G3
798	Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round G6
799	In Christ there is no east or west G7
800	May we be one GS
802	One family, we're together GS
805	We are heirs of the Father GS
828 	I am baptized – O blessed day GS
829	I was made a Christian G5
831	O baptized people, one and all G3
AT	
12	We are heirs of the Father
62	One family
172	May we be one
TIS
193	God, you are clothed in light
238	Christ is the world's true light
241	So God loved the people of the world
248	When Christ was lifted from the earth
440	Christ from whom all blessings flow
459	In Christ there is no east or west
479	They that believe and are baptised
484	When we to cleansing waters came
486	We praise you Lord, for Jesus Christ
493	Wash, O God, our sons and daughters

Gospel: Luke 8:26-39
LHS
181	Abide, O dearest Jesus* G5
195	A mighty fortress is our God* G3
202	Help us to conquer, Thou Prince ever-living* G3
795	When Jesus came, the demons cried GS
AT
146	When Jesus came, the demons cried
TIS
103	A mighty fortress is our God
551	O stay with us, Lord Jesus
598	Dear Father, Lord of humankind

psalm 42 and 43 
For musical settings of these two psalms together, see Music Package 9.

The following paraphrase of Psalms 42 and 43 is by David Schubert (Psalm 42) and David Schütz (Psalm 43). Use them together to the tune by Olga Radke given at LHS 869 ('Like the deer').

Response:	Why should I be sad, why troubled so,
	I will trust and praise my Saviour God.

Psalm 42
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so I long for you, my Lord, my God.
How I thirst for you, the living God;
when can I behold the face of God?

Tears have been my food, by night and day;
people say to me: Where is your God?
I recall the past amid my grief:
how we went with joy to worship God.

Deep is calling deep, as waters roar;
like the waves of grief that flood my soul.
Daily God will send his constant love;
and at night I will praise the God of life.

Psalm 43
Vindicate me, God, defend my cause,
and deliver me from unjust hands.
Since you are my God, why cast me off?
Why should I be sad and so weighed down?

O send out your light, send out your truth;
let them bring me to your holy hill.
So will I approach your altar, Lord.
I will praise you, God, upon the harp.

PSALM 22:19-28 
For musical settings of Psalm 22:19-28, see Music Package 9.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 22:19-28, by David Schütz, may be sung to the tune 'Vine and fig tree' (ATN 36). Note that in the second last bar, the second crotchet must be played as two quavers.

But you, O Lord, do not be far from me!
My Helper, quickly come to me!
And from the sword and the dog, preserve me;
and from the lion, rescue me.
You saved me from the wild bull's horn,
so I will always praise your name;
so I will praise you in your house,
where all your people come to pray.

Now praise the Lord, everyone who fears him!
All Jacob's children, praise his name;
and all you children of Israel, fear him,
and glorify him every day!
For he does not despise the poor,
those who are down are not ignored.
He did not hide his face from me,
he heard my cry and answered me.

So when I stand in the congregation;
there all my praise will come from him.
And in the presence of those who fear him,
there I will pay my vows to him.
Then there will be food for the poor,
then they will all be satisfied.
Praise him, all those who seek the Lord,
and may your spirit never die.

Then shall the ends of the earth remember
and ev'ry land turn to the Lord,
and all the fam'lies of ev'ry nation
shall worship him and hear his word.
For all dominion is the Lord's,
power and might belong to him.
He rules the nations as their king,
he brings his love and grace to them.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

1 KINGS 19:1-4 (5-7)8-15a: The prophets of God did not necessarily escape consequential dangers when they opposed and denounced evil. Elijah's depression over his human loneliness produced a corresponding paralysing fear causing even a request to God to end his life. Old Testament miracles tended to appear at crucial times when the course of the plan of God's salvation was under threat. At Horeb (Mount Sinai), Elijah's despair is countered by the lesson that God does not necessarily always move with the power demonstrated in dramatic, cataclysmic phenomena. The sound of a gentle quietness is the indicator of the Lord's presence. Though Elijah again asks him to take his life, the Lord will use even that degree of human helplessness to accomplish big future things.

ISAIAH 65:1-9: God was ready for the people of Judah to come to him, but too many were intent on the abominations of idol worship to respond to his repeated invitations. His warnings here echo the close of the commandments that such hardened apostasy will provoke punishment on the people for the sins of their fathers also. However, the Lord will patiently establish the future emergence of those who are faithful. They will live in his kingdom and possess the inheritance promised long ago to the faithful ancestors. 

GALATIANS 3:23-29: The Old Testament believers were saved by faith, but did not know of the free forgiveness of Christ. They were under the restraints of the law, with all the frustrations of never reaching the perfection that the rules of the 'schoolmaster' required. With Christ came assurance of the full and free forgiveness; simply through faith in what the perfect Son of God achieved for sinners. Through faith all believers have close and intimate relation with Christ. They have 'put on Christ'. Being children now, not wards of a schoolmaster, they are all on exactly the same wonderful footing in their salvation regardless of their gender, caste, race or socioeconomic status. They are also heirs along with Christ.

LUKE 8:26-39: The deplorable condition of this Gerasene man was indeed piteous. That it was a case of particularly violent demon possession was apparent from the hostile recognition of Jesus as the Son of God, shrieks of opposition to Jesus' orders of exorcism, the man's ability to break bonds, and the fear of the spirits to return to 'the abyss'. The departure of the spirits to their unexpected destination in the herd of swine demonstrated powerfully the power of Jesus over the forces of evil. Now the man was miraculously calm, spiritually hungry and touchingly receptive to Jesus' teaching. The angry reaction of the local people to the sight of their material loss over against a soul set free for eternal life is surely not without its current parallels within our own experience.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the second reading could be illustrated by a picture such as that in the TEV Bible for Galatians 3:28.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading from 1 Kings could be read by four readers: narrator, Jezebel, Elijah, angel/voice of the Lord. The gospel could be read by three readers: narrator (the pastor), a man, and Jesus.


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Jesus heals a man who had demons (Luke 8:26-39)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year B, Semester One, 4 Epiphany
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester Two, Proper 7


OTHER

RITES FOR THE SICK
Today's gospel shows us how Jesus brought spiritual healing to the Gerasene man. This may be an appropriate day to consider using one of the church's rites with a special focus on mental illness (with care, however, not to attempt an explanation for mental illness in simplistic demonic terms) or spiritual oppression.

See:
Rites and Resources for Pastoral Care:
*	Sickness, page 52
*	Spiritual oppression, page 138

Church Rites:
*	Care of those who are sick, page 69

