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Fourth Sunday of Advent A
LCA Worship Resources - Year A, Advent to Epiphany
FOURth Sunday of advent, year a

2019 - 22 December
2022 - 18 December
2025 - 21 December
2028 - 24 December
2031 - 21 December
2034 - 24 December
2037 - 20 December

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Advent season' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

The young woman is with child and shall bear a son, 
and shall name him Immanuel.  (Isa 7:14b NRSV)

OR
The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, 'God is with us.'
(Matt 1:23 NRSV)

OR, use the standard Advent Sentence in the document 'Advent season', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Stir up, O Lord, your power and come; 
and support us by your great might, 
so that, as we are hindered by our sins, 
your grace and forgiveness 
may help and hasten us on our way; 
for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Stir up your power and come, Lord. 
Support and help us, 
so that what is hindered by our sins 
may be hastened by your great mercy. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new (revised alternative)
(Let us pray for God to be with us. [silence])
Thank you, loving heavenly Father, 
for coming with power to the Virgin Mary 
and making her the mother of our Lord. 
Come to us with your Holy Spirit, 
so that we receive your saving word 
and rejoice in our Saviour. 
For he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

first READING
Isaiah 7:10-16 A virgin will conceive

psalm
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Antiphon: 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. (Ps 80:7 NRSV)

Second reading
Romans 1:1-7 Jesus, son of David, Son of God

alleluia verse (based on Matt 1:23)
Alleluia, alleluia.
A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and his name shall be Emmanuel, 'God is with us.'
Alleluia.

gospel
Matthew 1:18-25 God's call to Joseph

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for being born of Mary by the Holy Spirit. 
Help us to believe that you came to be with us 
to save us from our sins. 
Amen.

Offering prayer
Eternal Lord,
we thank you that you sent your Son Jesus
to be with us and to save us.
Teach us to live as your people
and to serve you joyfully,
as we look forward to the coming of Jesus.
Amen.

prayer of the church
Call to prayer
Let us come before our Father in heaven, who fulfils the promises that he makes. 

The regular response, OR:
Lord, you are all our hope.
Come, and wait no longer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, waiting for the coming of Christ
*	for families, mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters
*	for travellers (in view of the coming holiday period)
*	for those who are caught up in material preparations for Christmas

Concluding prayer
Almighty God, we thank you for sending your promised Son, Jesus Christ. Help us, as his brothers and sisters, to imitate him, so that when he comes again we may be ready to greet him with joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

seasonal Preface
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
You fulfilled your promise to comfort your people 
by sending Jesus the Redeemer, 
and to make all things new through him 
when he comes to judge the world 
and set it right. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

Communion Invitation
Blessed are those who have been invited 
to the wedding feast of the Lamb. 
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
For an Advent post-communion prayer, see the document 'Advent season', under 'Prayer after communion', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Thank you, loving heavenly Father, 
for coming with power to the Virgin Mary 
and making her the mother of our Lord. 
Be with us 
through the healing gift of this sacrament,
so that we receive your saving word 
and rejoice in our Saviour. 
For he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

SEASONAL BLESSING
This seasonal blessing is used together with (ie before) the usual blessing in the order of service.

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on you and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory . . .

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, for Jesus Christ came to save his people.
Thanks be to God. OR In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading: Isaiah 7:10-16
LHS
2	O come, O come, Immanuel G7
17	Come, Thou long-expected Jesus G6
19	Come, Thou Saviour of our race* G4
28	Immanuel, we sing Thy praise* (vv 1,2) G4
AT
17	Emmanuel, God is with us
157	Jesus, name above all names
TIS
265	O come, O come, Emmanuel
272	Come, thou long-expected Jesus
283	Long ago, prophets knew
295	Saviour of the nations, come

Second reading: Romans 1:1-7
LHS
14	Let the earth now praise the Lord* G4
16	Hail to the Lord's Anointed G6
232	Rise, Thou light of gentile nations (vv 1,2,3)* G4
733	Daughter of Zion, O rejoice G6
AT
133	Jesus set us free
308	We are called to follow Jesus
349	There is a redeemer
TIS
241	So God loved the people of the world
275	Hail to the Lord's anointed

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25
LHS
2	O come, O come, Immanuel G7
15	Jesus came – the heavens adoring* G6
17	Come, Thou long-expected Jesus G6
19	Come, Thou Saviour of our race*G4
35	To the name of our salvation
36	Jesus, name of wondrous love*
156	Jesus our Saviour, of true joy the giver* G3
782	At the name of Jesus G7
AT
17 	Emmanuel, God is with us
58	Praise the name of Jesus
141	Mary's child
157	Jesus, name above all names
451	Saviour of the world
TIS
208	Jesus has come, and brings joy as our Saviour
231	At the name of Jesus
265	O come, O come, Emmanuel
272	Come, thou long-expected Jesus
277	He who by a mother's love
295	Saviour of the nations, come
328	Joseph, your love of life brought an engagement

PSalm 80:1-7,17-19
For musical settings of Psalm 80:1-7,17-19, see Music Packages 1, 4, and 7. See also TIS 42 O shepherd of Israel. Note that the hymns 'O come, O come, Immanuel' (LH 2, TIS 265), 'The king of love my shepherd is' (LH 391*, TIS 145), and 'Saviour, like a shepherd lead us' (LH 604*), as well as the song 'Help, O Lord, the thrown away' (AT 272), are partly based on Psalm 80.

Here is a metrical paraphrase by David Schütz of Psalm 80:1-7,17-19, which could be sung to the tune Nativity (LH 627 ,TIS 204) or Evan (LH 68ii). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Shepherd of Israel, hear us now;
you once were Joseph's guide.
Enthroned on cherubim, shine forth:
stir up your saving might.

Restore us once again, O God,
and show your smiling face.
O Lord of hosts, how long will you
be angry with our prayers?

You fill our cups with grief, and give
us bread of tears to eat.
Our neighbours laugh at us with scorn,
and smile at our defeat.

Restore us once again, O God,
and show your smiling face;
O God of power, O God of might,
show us your saving grace.

Give blessing to the one who sits
with you at your right hand;
and give strength to your chosen one,
the promised Son of Man.

Give us again your gift of life,
and we will praise your name.
Restore us, God, and let your face
shine on us once again.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

ISAIAH 7:10-16: King Ahaz of Judah, facing attack from Israel in alliance with Syria, called in the King of Assyria for military help. Isaiah's approach to Ahaz with the Lord's word that God would give Ahaz any sign he asked was rejected. Ahaz trusted rather in his commitment to Assyria, and thus rejected God. God gave him a sign, anyway, through the further prophecy of Isaiah. A young woman's current pregnancy would result at birth in the name 'Immanuel' being given the child. As the name means 'God with us', the event presupposes a victorious deliverance from God so great that both the attacking nations would be devastated by the time the child was born. Hence the name is a pious recognition of God's miraculous help. In St Matthew's gospel (today's gospel reading) this prophecy is applied more widely to the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ; the Hebrew word for 'young woman' being legitimately translated as 'virgin'. Indeed, this prophecy brings home to us the ultimate implications of 'God with us' in God's gift of victory over sin and eternal death through the birth of his Son. 

ROMANS 1:1-7: To put his letter to the Christians at Rome into context and to establish his own credentials, Paul includes in his greeting a very brief compendium of key teaching concerning the prophesied origins, person and work of Jesus Christ, his resurrection and continued work by the Holy Spirit. This is where and from whom his apostleship to the Gentiles is derived and is the basis of his authority and his reason for writing to them. He can truly offer them grace and peace as he salutes them as special people already called by the Holy Spirit to be God's holy people (saints.)

MATTHEW 2:18-25: Joseph is informed that the child conceived by his fiancée, Mary, is by the agency of the Holy Spirit. He is therefore not to divorce her, but rather by marrying her to provide a human legal line of descent to the child from King David, Joseph's ancestor. The prophecy from Isaiah (today's first reading) is quoted by St Matthew using the Greek Septuagint translation for the word 'young woman', namely 'virgin'. Thus Isaiah' s prophesy from Ahaz's time is applied in an infinitely wider meaning than deliverance from Judah' s current political enemies. From the angel's announcement it can be seen that the Messiah's descent from the Davidic kingship, his role as Saviour from sin, his miraculous origin by a human mother from the power of the Holy Spirit all point to the universal grace and peace which God offers the world through his own act of reconciliation through his Son.


VISUAL

visuals for the READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the gospel could be accompanied by a picture of the angel appearing to the sleeping Joseph.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading could be read by four readers: narrator, the Lord, Ahaz, and Isaiah; and the gospel by two readers: narrator (the pastor) and the angel.


CHILDREN

Children and the READINGS
The children could make/display a picture of a heraldic angel.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'The birth of Jesus Christ (Matt 1:18-25)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, 4 Advent, year A (in 3rd Series C book)
OR
Revised RCL Edition, same
             

