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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany A
LCA Worship Resources - Year A, Advent to Epiphany
fifth SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, YEAR A

2020 - 09 February
2023 - 05 February
2026 - 08 February
2029 - 04 February
2032 - 
2035 - 
2038 - 07 February

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Epiphany season and time after' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

When you call, the Lord will answer; 
when you cry for help, he will say, Here I am.  (Isa 58:9 NRSV)

OR
What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him -
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. 
(1 Cor 2:9 NRSV)

OR, use the standard Epiphany Sentence in the document 'Epiphany season and time after', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O Lord, 
watch over your family 
with your constant loving-kindness, 
so that those who rely solely 
on the hope of your heavenly grace 
may always be defended by your protection; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord, in your constant goodness 
watch over your family. 
May we who rely solely 
on your undeserved love for us 
always be defended by your power. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for faith in Christ. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God, 
you sent your only Son as the word of life 
for our eyes to see and our ears to hear. 
Help us to believe with joy 
what the Scriptures proclaim. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new 
(Let us pray that we are light to those around us. [silence])
Faithful God, 
you have called us to be a light shining in the world. 
Make us reflect the light of Christ, 
so that people see your love and goodness 
in our words and actions. 
We ask this through your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Isaiah 58:1-9a(9b-12) The Lord desires kindness and justice
(Begin: 'The Lord says:'. If using NRSV and not having two readers, v 3a could also begin with 'The people answer:' and v 3b with 'The Lord says:')

PSALM
Psalm 112:1-9(10) 
Antiphon: 
Light dawns for the righteous in the darkness. (Ps 112:4)

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 2:1-12(13-16) Christ crucified - God's power and wisdom

ALLELUIA VERSE (Matt 5:14,16 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus said: You are the light of the world.
Let your light shine.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Matthew 5:13-20 You are salt of the earth and light of the world
(Begin: 'Jesus said to his disciples:')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for fulfilling the law and the prophets.
Make us faithful in doing what God requires, 
so that we may be salt and light in the world. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Almighty God,
we thank you that you have revealed your wisdom,
the wisdom of Christ crucified.
Teach us to live as your people.
Make us salt and light in the world,
and help us to give of ourselves to those in need.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Jesus says: You are the salt of the earth and the light of the world. We pray now for the world in which we are called to let our light shine; for the people who will see our good deeds; and for the church in which the light of the gospel is proclaimed.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, hear us.
Sung response: Song 'O Lord, hear my prayer' (LHS 899, ATE 282, TIS 741)

Suggested intercessions
*	for members of the congregation (by name if possible), that they may be salt and light in the world
*	for those who teach the commandments of God
*	for those oppressed by injustice
*	for the hungry, refugees, the homeless, and those who lack even basics such as clothing.

Concluding prayer
Father, your Son is the light shining in the darkness of our world. Teach us to love one another as you love us, so that we may bring peace and joy to the world. Hear our prayers, for the sake of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

PREFACE
For these non-festival Sundays after Epiphany, either no seasonal preface is used, as in the Service with Communion (LHS p6), or the following Epiphany preface may be used.

It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Who, sharing our life,
lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 
that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:


COMMUNION INVITATION
The following Epiphany invitation or one of the two general invitations below may be used.

Epiphany
Jesus says:
'The bread that God gives
is he who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

General
1  Jesus says:
'I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

2  Jesus says:
'My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood
remain in me, and I in them.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
If it has not been used already, the third prayer under 'Prayer of the day' above may be modified as follows and used as a post-communion prayer.

Almighty and merciful God,
you sent your only Son as the word of life
for our eyes to see and our ears to hear.
Help us by your gifts of word and sacrament 
to believe with joy what they proclaim.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CLOSING SENTENCE (for use before or with the blessing)
The following sentence may be spoken entirely by the minister or responsively as indicated.

Let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.  (Matt 5:16 NRSV)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, for you have received the Spirit sent by God.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12)
LHS
355 	May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil* G3
356 	Lord of glory, who hast bought us* G3
804 	The Church of Christ, in every age G5
816 	O Fount of good, for all your love G7
817 	O Jesus Christ, to you may hymns be rising G7
819 	Wake us, O Lord, to human need GS
820 	We thank you, God, for eyes to see GS
AT
110	Kyrie, good God
128	I am the light of the world
272	Help, O Lord, the thrown away
282	O Lord, hear my prayer
300	Practise love
301	Prayer for peace
308	We are called to follow Jesus
310	Yesu, Yesu, fill us with your love
402	God has chosen me
499	It was me
TIS
416	Great God, your Spirit, like the wind
473	Community of Christ
620	O Jesus Christ, may grateful hymns be rising
640	Kneels at the feet of his friends
657	God of freedom, God of justice
697	All the sleepy should have a place to sleep

Second reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16)
LHS
54	When I survey the wondrous cross G5
64 	Here at Thy cross I hail Thee now
75 	We sing the praise of Him who died G5
132	Spirit of wisdom, turn our eyes (alt tune 245, G6)
163	Would you know what most I prize?* G9
171	In the cross of Christ I glory G4
379	Lord of creation, to Thee be all praise G6
500	Blessed Jesus, at Thy word*
776	Spirit of God, unseen as the wind GS
812	The Lord of wisdom made the earth
807	Lift high the cross GS
823	Your strong word broke through the darkness (esp vv 4,6) G5
AT
218	Spirit
251	God sends us his Spirit
264	Spirit of God
359	Holy Spirit, living water
372	Teach me your way
TIS
342	When I survey the wondrous cross
343	Nature with open volume stands
347	We sing the praise of him who died
349	In the cross of Christ I glory
351	Lift high the cross
408	O breath of God, breathe on us now
412	God sends us his Spirit
413	Holy Spirit, come confirm us
437	Blessed Jesus, at your word
548	Eternal light, shine in my heart
626	Lord of creation, to you be all praise

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20
LHS
323	Blessed are the sons of God* G4
344	Our God is love, and all His saints* G6
345	O that the Lord would guide my ways* G6
355	May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil* G3
500	Blessed Jesus, at Thy word* G5
505	Father, who the light this day G4
516	O splendour of God’s glory bright G8
528	Christ, whose glory fills the skies G5
AT
175	The greatest commandment
184	Love is the law
205	What you hear in the dark
292	Because we bear your name
308	We are called to follow Jesus
TIS
102	Praise to the living God
212	Christ, whose glory fills the skies
428	Help us, O Lord, to learn
474	Here in this place
542	Far beyond our mind’s grasp and our tongues declaring
622	Holy Father, God of might
686	Lord Jesus, we belong to you

PSALM 112:1-9(10)
For musical settings of Psalm 112:1-9(10), see Music Packages 1 and 9. See also TIS 69 Praise the Lord.

Here is a metrical paraphrase of Psalm 112 by David Schütz to be sung to the tune of 'O Father, my Father' (LHS 850, ATN 6). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm. 

Sing praise to the Lord God! How happy are they
who honour the Lord and delight in his law.
Their children will prosper in all that they do,
and all their descendants will know the Lord's love.

Their homes will be filled with far more than they need.
Their goodness and mercy will always endure.
As light in the darkness, their justice will shine,
for they are the merciful, righteous and kind.

All things will go well for the ones who are free
in giving and lending, who deal honestly.
They shall not be troubled; the kind things they do
will not be forgotten; they shall not be moved.

When evil things happen, their hearts will not fear,
their faith is made firm and secure in the Lord.
Their trust is well founded; they won't be afraid;
they know they will conquer against all their foes.

The poor know their kindness; their justice will stand;
and they are exalted with honour and praise.
The wicked will view them with anger and rage,
but all of their evil will vanish away.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

ISAIAH 58:1-12: The prophet is told by the Lord to direct a trumpet blast at the worshipping people. They seem piously to seek the Lord's will, yet they question his seeming silence in answer to their fasting. The Lord's answer through the prophet denounces their formality of attitude which is accompanied by violence to the poor. If they rather bowed before the Lord in genuine repentance, their attitude to the poor would reach out into highly detailed care and concern for their physical and social wellbeing. If that were the case, they would find their prayers abundantly and richly answered.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-16: The Greeks at Corinth loved both philosophical wisdom and the art of oratory. False teachers had come among them parading these human emphases. Paul reminds them that the gospel did not come to them in this way, but rather in straightforward words which moved them to faith because the Spirit worked his power through these words. The most brilliant human wisdom at its very best could never begin to understand, fathom or explain the hidden wisdom of God. Spiritual truth comes only by the work of the Spirit. Those who are unspiritual can never receive the gifts of God through the mind of Christ.

MATTHEW 5:13-20: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. His disciples, Christians, are to reflect his light by being what he has made them to be. Being cleansed by his atoning work, his believing people are to express the love and holiness which their high calling as 'righteous' has conferred on them. In this way they are also 'salt', which similarly gives the world Christ's influence. If the salt deteriorates, or the light is covered over, Christ's name becomes unknown. Where both influences are brought to bear, God is glorified by more who seek him because of that influence. Christ did not come to do away with God's law, but to fulfil it. Our Lord's words on its permanent place in praise and active observance in the Kingdom fits well with the foregoing.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the first reading may be illustrated with a picture like the one in the TEV Bible for Isaiah 58:6-7; and the gospel with a picture of salt and/or light, or a drawing of a city on a hill with light shining down on it.

LIGHT
The readings use the image of light. A banner depicting a lamp, candle or beacon may be made and hung near the lectern.

OR
Just as we place lighted candles on the altar, so also candles may be placed near the lectern to show that the word of God is a light to the world.

Such candlesticks may be easily made and can double as 'processional candles'. Use two lengths of thick wooden dowelling about the same height as the lectern. Two new broom handles will do perfectly. To the top of each pole, nail a small wooden nut bowl. These bowls act to catch the drips from the candles. Such bowls can be purchased cheaply from many stores. Purchase two small, low candle-holders which may be glued or otherwise secured within the bowl on the top of each pole to hold the candles. At the other end you will need two heavy blocks of wood into which holes have been drilled which are slightly larger than the diameter of the poles. These will serve as stands for the candlesticks. These stands are placed either side of the lectern. 

During the opening hymn, as the minister and his assistants enter the church following the processional cross, two children may assist in carrying the newly constructed processional candles either side (or slightly behind depending on the width of the aisle) the processional cross. Then, as the hymn comes to a close, the candles are placed in their stands either side of the lectern, where they remain burning for the entire service. If there is a gospel procession, the children may carry these candlesticks in front of the Bible as it is carried to the centre of the church for the reading of the gospel.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading could be read by two readers: The Lord, and the response (v 3a).


CHILDREN

Children and the READINGS
See above under 'Visual'.

The children could be shown salt and/or light (a candle or a torch) and told what Jesus said about them and what it means.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.


