
Lutheran Church of Australia: Commission on Worship

STATEMENT  25

CHILDREN IN CORPORATE WORSHIP

Adopted by the Commission on Worship, February 1991. The Department of Liturgics prepared the
statement in response to discussion in the church on the place of children in worship and how their needs
can best be met. Questions had arisen about children�s addresses and the blessing of children during holy
communion distribution.

Reformatted and revised: 5 May 1998

A. Principles

1 Baptised children �along with men and women, young and old, healthy and ill� are part
of the worshipping people of God.

2 As we worship together, God comes to all of us, including the children, through his word
(and, for those who are older, the sacrament). He speaks to each of us at our own level,
acting for us, saving us, and blessing us. And all of us respond at our own level, in
confession, prayer, and praise.

3 All worshippers, including the children, are part of the congregational family and share its
fellowship. We also worship together with all the people of God everywhere, �with angels
and archangels, and with all the company of heaven�; and children too are part of this
communion of saints.

4 As members of the body of Christ, we bear one another�s burdens, also in worship. The
weaknesses and strengths of all of us, including children, are shared. So, for example,
children who cannot fully understand are supported by adults who can, and adults who have
lost their spontaneous joy are supported by children who have such joy.

5 Worship is more than instruction and intellectual understanding. It is first and foremost
being with the Lord and receiving what he gives. All of us, including children, are nurtured
through our total experience as members of the worshipping community.

6 All worshippers, including the children, are addressed in corporate worship by: the
familiar words and form of the liturgy; the atmosphere conveying a variety of moods; the art
forms of architecture, furnishings, paraments, and colour; the drama of the liturgical action;
the music and singing. Through example and growing experience, children can learn a sense
of reverence in the presence of God and holy things; and through their simple faith and
sense of wonder they can also teach other members.

7 It is important also for the other worshippers that the children are present. They, like all
other members, contribute to the rest of the congregation and receive from it. The presence
of children can help us to recall the child in all of us, and remind us that spiritually we are all
children.
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8 The caring congregation can take steps to actively enhance children�s involvement, and so
help to make them and the whole congregation more aware that the children are truly part of
the worshipping community.

B. Suggestions for enhancing children�s involvement

1 Understand and cater for the special needs of children. The congregation, as a
community united by Christ�s love, tries to satisfy the special needs of all its members. Thus
it provides such aids as large-print materials and wheel-chair ramps. Children also have
particular requirements, which congregations can help parents to provide for.

2 Encourage regular attendance at church. The best way for children to get to know the
liturgy and the varying moods of worship is to be regularly at worship with their families,
from infancy on.

3 Help parents of infants. Where possible, provide a crying room or nursery; set aside
suitable seating in church (probably at the back), where the infants can cause the least
disturbance and the parents can easily leave and re-enter the church; and encourage fellow
worshippers to be friendly and accepting, ready to tolerate some inevitable noise and to
assist with minding the infants or their brothers and sisters.

4 Encourage and provide suitable seating for the families of young children as they grow
old enough to notice and respond to what is around them. It may be better at this stage for
them to sit away from the distraction of other children, and to sit where the children can see
more clearly what is happening � perhaps next to an aisle or near the front. High seats or
cushions may also be possible.

5 Answer questions that children ask about worship. Parents can give a brief, quiet response
immediately in church, and then if necessary a fuller answer and discussion can be taken up
outside or at home.

6 Provide simple explanations of the liturgy at church and at home.

7 Encourage children to look up the hymns and liturgy, and hold the books. As they grow
older, they can join in the service more and more. At first they can say the Amens, then the
Lord�s Prayer and the creed and the various responses, and as they learn the liturgy and
become proficient in reading, they can take part in the whole service and the hymns.

8 Take children into the chancel outside worship time, and let them look more closely at the
furnishings there and even touch them.

9 Provide regular worship at home to reinforce church worship. Parents can be encouraged
to consciously link the two by including suitable hymns, liturgical prayers, and parts of the
service, as well as emphases of the church year, in home devotions. Children can learn and
use the Lord�s Prayer, the creed, etc; and the Sunday�s readings and collects can be looked
up and discussed.
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10 Utilise the visual and aural aspects of worship. Art, architecture, symbols, paraments,
vestments, floral displays, liturgical gestures and movements, and music can communicate
to people of all ages. Encourage children to look at and understand the visual aspects, and to
join in the standing, kneeling, folding hands, moving to the altar, and singing.

11 Make the most of special rites. These can have a special appeal to children because of their
visual content and their drama and movement. In addition to confirmations, blessings,
consecrations, etc, the Advent wreath, the stripping of the altar on Maundy Thursday, the
paschal candle, and many others can be used. Draw the children�s attention to them,
explaining where necessary, and encourage children to sit where they can see.

12 Encourage children to observe baptisms. They could gather at the font where they can see
more clearly. They could even be encouraged to bring a card or flower which they have
prepared for the new member of God�s family. They might also speak a sentence of
welcome to the baby, or a sentence prayer, touching him/her. A baptismal procession into
the midst of the congregation could also be held as a suitable hymn is sung: children, pastor,
parents, godparents, newly baptised child. The optional rituals within the rite of holy
baptism involving the baptismal candle and the baptismal robe provide further visual and
dramatic interest for children.

13 Let children see holy communion celebrations and become familiar with what is
happening, even before they personally receive the sacrament. They (and the whole
congregation) can see what takes place at the altar during the consecration if the minister
officiates facing the congregation instead of away from it. The children learn reverence by
observing their parents and others receiving communion. Smaller children can accompany
their parents to the altar to receive a blessing.

14 Hold processions, eg entrance and exit processions, gospel processions, offertory
processions, Palm Sunday and Good Friday processions, and processions linked with
dedications. These provide movement and colour, which attract the interest of children.
Some children can also take part.

15 Include children in activities such as greetings at the door, passing the peace, and receiving
and handing on the offering plate.

16 Children can help in activities such as handing out bulletins and hymnals, ushering, acting
as servers, taking up the offering, church cleaning, and flower arranging.

17 Many pastors give a children�s address. If treated carefully, this can help children feel part
of the worshipping community, and can be an opportunity to communicate particularly to
them at their level. Talks aimed at children are often also well received by older members.
The younger children can come forward and gather round the pastor as he talks to them.
However, care should be taken that the flow of the liturgy is not disrupted and that children
are not treated as a separate group apart from the congregation as a whole. The children�s
address should be brief, simple, and graphic. The pastor, as the called servant of the word, is
also responsible for this proclamation.
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18 Remember children in the sermon. If there is a children�s address, the sermon can be
shortened, and can be a continuation of the talk to the children. Otherwise, the children can
be specially addressed in the sermon itself. The popularity of children�s addresses also with
older members indicates the need for the sermon to be brief, direct, and graphic (but not
superficial or gimmicky).

19 Involve children in musical, choral, artistic, and dramatic presentations.

20 Include children and their concerns in the prayer of the church. Members of the
congregation (including, in some cases, children) could read various petitions.

21 Highlight the Bible readings on some occasions with pictures, banners, puppets, mime,
drama, or liturgical dance, which have special appeal to children. In some cases older
children could do the reading � but it is always important that the readings be clearly heard.

22 Choose hymns or songs specially suitable for children when appropriate.

23 Emphasise worship links in Sunday school (or its local equivalent) and the congregational
school where it has one. The school can provide varied experiences of worship based on the
liturgy, explanations of the liturgy, applications of Bible stories to worship, and the learning
and singing of hymns. However, Sunday school should not be regarded as a substitute for
worship in the church with the whole congregation.

C. Dangers to watch out for

1 Do not patronise children or unnecessarily restrict their involvement in worship.

2 Beware of using children for display for the sentimental gratification of adults. Do not
embarrass them.

3 Do not overemphasise intellectual instruction at the expense of the full range of worship.
Avoid making worship boring or tedious for children, or giving them merely moral
messages.

4 Beware of using children as an excuse to make worship mere entertainment or to promote
inferior standards.

5 Beware of assuming that children�s needs can be satisfied simply by providing one or two
special activities for them. Remember that, like the whole congregation, children vary
greatly in age, abilities, and interests.
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Resources

1 �Children�s Addresses in the Service � Some Guiding Principles�, H P V Renner, 1989
(summary of a presentation to Council of Presidents).

2 �Children at Worship�, D J Radke (in Praise God in His Sanctuary, LPH, 1976).

3 �Children�s Participation in Worship�, M J Zwar (paper given at Commission on Worship
seminar, 1989).

4 Come and See Jesus, LPH, 1990,1991,1992 (Australian curriculum materials, presenting
many ideas for relating Bible stories to worship). (Revised, Openbook Publishers.)

5 Involving Children in Worship, Uniting Church Press, Melbourne, 1989.

6 God�s Word in a Child�s World, Eldon Weisheit, LPH, 1986.

7 The Greening of the Church, Stan Stewart (video and booklets).

8 Involving Children in Advent Worship, Dorothy Thorpe, Anglican Board of Christian
Education, Adelaide.

9 Liturgies for Little Ones: 38 Celebrations for Grades One to Three, Carol Rezy, Ave Maria
Press, Notre Dame, 1978.

10 Children�s Liturgies, Bernadette Kenny, ed., Paulist Press, New York, 1977.

11 More Children�s Liturgies, Maria Brock, ed., Paulist Press, New York, 1981.

12 Liturgy of the Word for Children, Sr Jan Ihli, Paulist Press, New York/Ramsey, 1978.

13 Doing, Dance and Drama, Jack and Artene Wrigley Murphy, Ave Maria Press.

14 People to Belong to, Stan and Pauline Stewart (periodical).
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