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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany A
LCA Worship Resources - Year A, Advent to Epiphany
sixth sunday after EPIphany (Proper 1),
year A

2020 - 16 February
2023 - 12 February
2026 - 
2029 - 
2032 - 
2035 - 
2038 - 14 February

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Epiphany season and time after' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

I have set before you today life and prosperity,
death and adversity.
If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God,
then you shall live and become numerous.  (Deut 30:15,16 NRSV)

OR
Happy are those whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the Lord.  (Ps 119:1 NRSV)

OR
We are God's servants, working together;
you are God's field, God's building.  (1 Cor 3:9 NRSV)

OR, use the standard Epiphany Sentence in the document 'Epiphany season and time after', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O Lord, 
favourably hear the prayers of your people, 
that we, who are justly punished for our offences, 
may be mercifully delivered by your goodness, 
for the glory of your name; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord, in your kindness 
listen to the prayers of your people. 
Have mercy on us 
who are justly punished for our sins, 
and save us, 
for the glory of your name. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for a fuller trust in God. [silence])
Most loving Father, 
it is your will 
that we should leave all our worries with you. 
Keep us from faithless fears 
and worldly anxieties, 
that no cloud may hide from us 
the light of your love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR,new
(Let us pray for obedience to God. [silence])
Thank you, Jesus our Saviour, 
for keeping God's law perfectly for us. 
Teach us through your Spirit 
to follow you 
and fulfil the law by a life of love. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 The two ways - life or death
(Begin: 'Moses said to the people of Israel:')

PSALM
Psalm 119:1-8
Antiphon: 
Happy are those who keep his decrees.  (Ps 119:2a NRSV)

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Divisions in the Corinthian church

ALLELUIA VERSE (Deut 30:19b NRSV) 
Allelia, alleluia.
Choose life
so that you and your descendants may live.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Matthew 5:21-37 Jesus' radical teaching of the law
(Begin: 'Jesus said:')

Prayer after the gospel
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, thank you for your obedience
to your heavenly Father.
Give us your righteousness,
so that we may truly obey God's laws.
Amen.

Offering prayer
Lord our God,
we thank you for making us yours.
Teach us to live as your holy people,
obeying your commands in our hearts,
and giving ourselves
in loving service to others.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Jesus says to his followers: 'You are light for the world. Let your light shine before others.' So let us bring to our heavenly Father the needs of all people.

Response
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that we may obey your laws from the heart
*	that Christians may shine before others with your light
*	that people may recognise their need for your forgiveness, and turn to you and be saved
*	for all in government, that they may promote righteousness and peace
*	for all who harbour anger, and all who are victims of anger, that they may set free and know your peace
*	that married couples may be faithful to each other, and that all people may live pure and decent lives
*	for all in need, that they may trust in your fatherly care and know your love 

Concluding prayer
Lord, when we cry for help, you listen to us. Hear our prayers  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.


PREFACE
For these non-festival Sundays after Epiphany, either no seasonal preface is used, as in the Service with Communion (LHS p6), or the following Epiphany preface may be used.

It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Who, sharing our life,
lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 
that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

COMMUNION INVITATION
The following Epiphany invitation or one of the two general invitations below may be used.

Epiphany
Jesus says:
'The bread that God gives
is he who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

General
1  Jesus says:
'I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

2  Jesus says:
'My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood
remain in me, and I in them.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
If it has not been used already, the third prayer under 'Prayer of the day' above may be modified as follows and used as a post-communion prayer.

Most loving Father,
you have shown how much you care for us
by feeding us with the body and blood
of your dear Son, Jesus Christ.
Keep us from faithless fears 
and worldly anxieties,
that no cloud may hide from us 
the light of your love
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace, for you are God's field, God's building.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
LHS
337	God, from all eternity* (alt tune 276, G5)
339	Praise to Thee and adoration* G4
358	Renew me, O eternal Light* G3
359	Thee will I love, my strength, my treasure* G6
368	My faith looks up to Thee*
381	O God our Father, throned on high (alt tune 391, G9)
786	In faith and hope and love GS
862	As we step from the edge of morning GS
877	Trust and obey GS
AT
1	Lord of our days
101	Jesus, please watch over us
112	From heav'n the Lord looks down
225	Why do you love me?
254	I give you my joys and sorrows
357	Give us hearts to know you, Lord
TIS
112	Through all the changing scenes of life
122	What shall I do my God to love
526	Lord Jesus Christ
628	In faith and hope and love

Second reading: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
LHS
185	Sun of righteousness divine* G3
188	Built on a rock the Church doth stand* G4
193	Jesus, with Thy church abide* G9
197	Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy word* G5
267	Almighty God, Thy word is cast* G6
800	May we be one GS
AT
172	May we be one
TIS
434	Where there is charity and love
436	Lord, keep us steadfast in your word

Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37
LHS
337	God, from all eternity* (alt tune 276, G5)
355	May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil* G3
357	O God, Thou faithful God* G3
610	Do no sinful action
803	Peace with the Father, peace with Christ his Son G7
AT
332	We are sorry
TIS
466	Peace with the Father, peace with Christ his Son 
635	'Forgive our sins as we forgive'
645	As man and woman we were made
648	Help us accept each other, Lord
683	God! when human bonds are broken

PSALM 119:1-8
For musical settings of Psalm 119:1-8, see Music Packages 6 and 10. TIS 75, Blessed are those whose way is blameless, is a version of Psalm  119:1-2,105-6,108,110-112.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20: In these words Moses, his life drawing to a close, refers to the people of Israel's crossing of the Jordan River in which he cannot join them. He wants his words to go with them and therefore warns them of the choices that will determine their wellbeing in the Promised Land. These will be life and prosperity if the people remain faithful and obedient to the Lord. On the other hand there will be death and adversity if they forget the Lord and stray into idol worship. He therefore urges them to remember the promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that their descendants will possess the land in order to bring blessing to the world. Their faithfulness will make them partners with God in fulfilling his promise.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-9: Both the creation and the fostering of faith are the work of God alone. The ministers of the congregation at Corinth had sown the word of God. However, the people had not grown and advanced beyond spiritual infancy the way they should have. They thought they were very knowledgeable because they valued and looked for human wisdom and critically drew off favourites according to their ministers' particular styles. Paul told them they were functioning according to their lower sinful natures. They needed to see themselves as God's field, God's building.

MATTHEW 5:21-37: While emphasising the importance of the law, the Lord moves beyond the mere external observance of commandments to the spirit of love which fulfils the law. When the Christian removes the wrongful thought (anger, dislike, hate) or feeling (lustful employment of the eye and the hand) from the inmost soul, the command of God then has free course in our willing and doing. Divorce similarly becomes a possibility when attitudes became lax. One's language needs oaths when absolute truth is only considered to be an option. When love for the Lord fills the heart, the law serves as an avenue of peaceful, pure and truthful loving relationships between people.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the first reading could be illustrated by a picture like the one in the TEV Bible for  Deuteronomy 30:19; and the second reading by a picture like the one in TEV for 1 Corinthians 3:6.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer.


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.


