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CHORALE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION

NOTES
This order of service was released by the Commission on Worship for use within the LCA. The structure is based on the Service with Communion (LHS p 6) but one of the other forms, eg the Service - Alternative Form, could be used as the basis instead. Note that this order draws on the chorale hymns traditionally associated with this type of service. It is especially suitable when a choir is available to lead the singing for the service. 

A hymnic or song service with a similar or a simpler structure (eg see the document 'Simplified form of the communion service' in this folder) could be used with other hymns or songs. See suggestions at the end of this order.

Permission is given to print out the modernised words of the hymns listed.


CHORALE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION

IN THE NAME
In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Friends in Christ: Let us draw near to God our Father with a true heart to confess our sins, and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

Our help is in the name of the Lord.
He made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my sins to the Lord.
Then he forgave the guilt of my sin.

Almighty God, merciful Father, 
I, a poor helpless sinner, 
confess to you all my sins, 
and repent of all the evil I have done. 
I have deeply displeased you 
and deserve your punishment 
in time and in eternity. 
But I am sorry for my sins, 
and I ask you, 
for the sake of the holy innocent sufferings and death 
of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
to be gracious and merciful to me. Amen.

I ask each of you in the presence of God who searches the heart:
Do you confess that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
I do.
Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire forgiveness in his name?
I do.
Do you intend with the help of the Holy Spirit to live as in God's presence, and to strive daily to lead a holy life, even as Christ has made you holy?
I do.
Christ gave to his church the authority to forgive the sins of those who repent, and to declare to those who do not repent that their sins are not forgiven. Therefore, upon your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant of the word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and on behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
Peace be with you.
Amen.

HYMN 
[or PSALM followed by:
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forevermore. Amen.]

LORD, HAVE MERCY
LHS 897 'Kyrie, God, Father in heaven above'. Tune: Kyrie, Gott Vater

Kyrie, God, Father in heaven above,
you abound in gracious love,
of all things the maker and preserver.
Eleison, eleison!

Kyrie, O Christ, our King,
salvation for all you came to bring.
O Lord Jesus, God's own Son,
our mediator at the heavenly throne:
hear our cry and grant our supplication.
Eleison, eleison.

Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost,
guard our faith, the gift we need the most,
and bless our life's last hour,
that we leave this sinful world with gladness.
Eleison, eleison!

	Kyrie, Gott Vater in Ewigkeit.
	Kirchenordnung, Naumburg, 1537.
	Paraphrase of Latin sequence
	Kyrie, fons bonitatis, pater ingenite, c. 800
	Tr. William Gustave Polack 1890-1950, alt. as in Lutheran Worship

HYMN OF ADORATION
LH 136 'All glory be to God on high'. Tune: Allein Gott in der Höh

All glory be to God on high
for Jesus, our dear brother.
His goodwill brings us lasting peace
with God and with each other.
Since God is pleased to be our friend
our song of joy will never end.
O thank him for his goodness.

We praise, adore, and worship you,
our glorious heavenly Father;
you are our strong unchanging king,
whose goodness lasts forever.
Your power to help is limitless;
those whom you bless are truly blest;
you are our gracious ruler.

Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God your heavenly Father;
you saved the lost, you brought us peace
with God and with each other;
O holy Lamb of God, we plead
for you to help us in our need:
Have mercy on your people.

O Holy Spirit, perfect gift,
our health and consolation;
protect us from the enemy,
assure us of salvation.
Grant us your warm life-giving breath
to ease our pain and sweeten death;
we trust in your directing.

	Allein God in der Höh sei Ehr
	based on the Gloria in excelsis
	Nikolaus Decius (c. 1485-c. 1546)
	Tr. J W Kleinig (1991,1998)

GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Let us pray . . . one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
(if not used before the 'Lord, have mercy')

SECOND READING
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A hymn may be sung. This may be the following hymn:
LH 118 'O Holy Ghost, to thee we all pray'. Tune: Nun bitten wir

O Holy Spirit, to you we all pray
for true faith to guide us on our way,
that through all life's troubles
you will protect us,
then to heaven
lead and direct us.
Lord, have mercy.

Shine in our hearts, O Spirit, precious light,
teach us Jesus Christ to know aright,
that we trust and follow
our only Saviour,
staying with him
now and forever.
Lord, have mercy.

O source of love, come now, our hearts inspire
with the holy flame of your pure fire,
that in Christ united
we work together,
sharing friendship
with one another.
Lord, have mercy.

O highest comfort, helper always near,
when we're anxious drive away our fear,
that we don't lose courage,
and nothing harms us,
and that Satan
never alarms us.
Lord, have mercy.

	Nun bitten wir den Heiligen Geist
	Martin Luther 1483-1546
	V1: 12th century stanza
	Tr David Schubert (1998)

GOSPEL
(before)
Glory be to you, O Lord.

(after)
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

A hymn may be sung.

SERMON

CREED
LH 142 (TIS 435) 'We all believe in one true God'. Tune: Wir glauben all (Kittel)

We all believe in God who made
heaven and earth in all their splendour,
who gave himself to us in love
as our Father strong and tender.
He provides for us and feeds us,
every day his gifts surround us;
keeps us safe from harm, and leads us,
his protecting arm around us.
He guards and keeps us day and night,
all things are governed by his might.

And we believe in Jesus Christ,
God's own Son, our Lord and Saviour,
who rules with equal power and might
at his Father's side forever.
He came down from heaven to save us,
born of Mary by the Spirit.
Through his human life he gave us
life that we could never merit.
He died upon the cross, and then
was raised by God to life again.

And in the Spirit we believe,
holy Comforter, life-giver,
who with the Father and the Son
is adored and praised for ever.
He unites from every nation
those to whom true faith is given;
in this church, his new creation,
wounds are healed and sins forgiven.
The dead will all be raised, and we
will live with God eternally.

	Wir glauben all an einem Gott
	Paraphrase of the Nicene Creed
	by Martin Luther 1483-1546
	based on a 14th cent hymn
	tr John Pfitzner (1990)

OFFERING
The offering may be collected while instrumental music is played.

OFFERTORY SONG
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
	and put a new and right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, 
	and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
	and uphold me with a willing spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PREFACE 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
For that is fitting and right.
It is truly fitting and right, and for our lasting good, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord; [seasonal preface]
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we adore and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
LHS 896 'Isaiah, mighty seer in days of old'. Tune: Jesaja dem Propheten das geschah

Isaiah, mighty seer in days of old
in spirit did the Lord of all behold
enthroned on high in realms of radiant light;
his robe the temple filled with splendour bright.
Above the throne there stood two seraphim;
six wings had they, these angels serving him.
With two in awe they veiled their shining face;
with two their feet, within this holy place;
and with the other two they flew on high.
They called to one another with this cry:
'Holy is God, the Lord of heavenly hosts!
Holy is God, the Lord of heavenly hosts!
Holy is God, the Lord of heavenly hosts!
His glory fills the heavens and all the earth!'
The beams and threshold shook with this loud cry,
and mist and smoke filled all the house on high.

	Jesaja dem Propheten das geschah
	Martin Luther 1483-1546
	Tr. Supplement to LH compilers

WORDS OF INSTITUTION.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said, Take and eat; this is + my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, after the supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, Drink of it, all of you; this is + my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER
LH 421 (TIS 550) 'Our Father, God in heaven above'. Tune: Vater unser

Our Father, God in heaven above,
we are your family through your love.
Your name be hallowed: help us, Lord,
to keep in purity your word.
Your kingdom come: yours let it be
in time, and through eternity.

And may your will on earth be done
as it is done before your throne.
Curb flesh and blood and every ill
that sets itself against your will.
Give us this day our daily bread,
whatever for this life we need.

Forgive us all our sins, we pray;
take all their burdening guilt away,
as we the sins of those forgive
who us by their offences grieve.
When testing comes on every hand,
Lord, give us strength that we may stand.

Deliver us from evil days;
throughout our lives, protect our ways.
And when we die, grant calm release,
and take us home to you in peace.
Thus in your name and at your word
we say: Amen, O hear us, Lord.

	Vater unser im Himmelreich
	based on tr by Catherine Winkworth 1827-78 (1863)
	and condensed by David Schubert (1992)

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
LH 48 'Lamb of God most holy'. Tune: O Lamm Gottes

Lamb of God most holy,
upon the cross an offering,
patient, meek and lowly,
you died, despised and suffering,
all sin for our sake bearing,
or we would die despairing.
Have mercy on us, O Jesus.

Lamb of God most holy,
upon the cross an offering,
patient, meek and lowly,
you died, despised and suffering,
all sin for our sake bearing,
or we would die despairing.
Have mercy on us, O Jesus.

Lamb of God most holy,
upon the cross an offering,
patient, meek, and lowly,
you died, despised and suffering,
all sin for our sake bearing,
or we would die despairing.
Your peace be with us, O Jesus.

	The Agnus Dei
	O Lamm Gottes unschuldig
	Nikolaus Decius c1485 - c1546
	Tr composite, David Schubert (1991)

COMMUNION

SONG OF SIMEON
LH 38 'In peace and joy I now depart'. Tune: Mit Fried und Freud'

In peace and joy I now depart
as my Lord wills it;
and full of comfort is my heart,
for he stills it:
for the Lord assures his own
that death is but a slumber.

It's Christ that did this work for me,
my faithful Saviour,
whom you, O God, have let me see
by your favour.
Now I know he is my life,
my help in need and dying.

You have revealed in grace to all
Christ, our salvation;
and to his kingdom you now call
every nation,
by your precious, saving word,
in all the world resounding.

He is the hope and blessed light
of ev'ry nation,
and leads the people lost in night
to salvation.
He is the praise of Israel,
their joy, reward, and glory.

	Mit Fried and Freud ich fahr dahin
	Martin Luther 1483-1546
	Tr Leonard Woolsey Bacon (1884),
	revised Lutheran Hymnal compilers
	and David Schütz and David Schubert

GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING VERSE
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. [Hallelujah!]
For his love endures forever. [Hallelujah!]

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through this healing gift; and we pray that through it you would graciously strengthen us in faith toward you and in love toward one another; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.
God be praised forevermore.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favour,+ and give you peace. 
Amen. Amen. Amen.

DOXOLOGY


HYMNIC OR SONG SERVICE

A hymnic or song service with a similar or a simpler structure to the above (eg see the document 'Simplified form of the communion service' in this folder) could be used with other hymns or songs. Below are some suggestions of hymns and songs that could be used occasionally (including for the sake of completeness the ones given above).

Lord, have mercy
LHS 82* (3 modernised vv, esp for Lent), 185*, 193*, 427*, 897
AT 11, 110, 238 (TIS 735), 379 (TIS 734), 392 (TIS 736)
TIS 729, 734, 735, 736

Glory to God in the highest
(or other hymn of adoration)
LHS 136*, 783, 895; 33 (TIS 303), 34 (TIS 304), 102*, 112 (TIS 373), 436 (TIS 204), 441*, 457 (TIS 127), 459 (TIS 772), 823, 884, 904
AT 317, 318, 431; other songs of adoration
TIS 101, 142, 221, 773, 775; 98, 127, 204, 303, 304, 373, 772

Creed
LHS 139*, 142* (TIS 435), 905
AT 155, 362, 455
TIS 140, 435

Offertory
LHS 336*, 337*, 340*, 341*, 342*, 344*, 345*, 352*, 353*, 355*, 356*, 357*, 358*,359, 360, 361* 362*, 363, 364* (TIS 559), 365, 366 (TIS 589), 367*, 368*, 369, 370*, 371* (TIS 595), 372, 373*, 374, 375*, 376, 377* (TIS 599), 378 (TIS 596), 379 (TIS 626), 380, 381, 382, 383, 858 (TIS 607), 859 (TIS 464)
AT 95 (TIS 607), 269 (TIS 712), 353, 354, 357, 358, 464
TIS 464, 559, 571, 583, 589, 594, 595, 596, 599, 607, 626, 712
OR another hymn/song of self-offering

Holy, holy, holy
See the paraphrases in 'Notes for the time after Pentecost'
LHS 140 (TIS 132), 884, 896
AT 40, 63, 78, 273, 380 (TIS 764), 381
TIS 98 v3, 127 vv 1-3, 132, 722, 764

Lord's Prayer
LHS 421 (TIS 550), 894, 901
AT 74, 283
TIS 550

Lamb of God
See the paraphrases in 'Notes for the time after Pentecost'
LHS 48*, 335 vv1,5,6 (TIS 584)
AT 75, 82, 173
TIS 705, 584 vv1,4,5

Post-communion song
LHS 38, 44*, 898, 900; 51*, 76*, 174, 284 v4*, 285 v6*, 295 v1,2 or 3*, 296 v4*, 436 (TIS 204), 487 v3* (TIS 266), 523 v4, 834 v2 or 4, 844, 845
AT 104; 271 (TIS 532), 297 (TIS 537), 412; or a song of thanks and self-commitment
TIS 324, 733; 204, 266, 496, 531, 532, 537; see also other songs in the communion section

* Modernised version available


