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Proper 12 A
LCA Worship Resources -Year A, Time after Pentecost
Sunday BETWEEN 24 and 30 JULY (Proper 12), year A

2020 - 26 July (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
2023 - 30 July (9th Sunday after Pentecost)
2026 - 26 July (9th Sunday after Pentecost)
2029 - 29 July (10th Sunday after Pentecost)
2032 - 25 July (10th Sunday after Pentecost)
2035 - 29 July (11th Sunday after Pentecost)
2038 - 25 July (6th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

If God is for us,
who can be against us?  (Rom 8:31b NRSV)

OR
Every student of the scriptures who becomes a disciple of the Kingdom
is like someone who brings out new and old treasures from the storeroom.  (Matt 13:52 CEV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, 
be open to the prayers of your humble servants; 
and make them ask for whatever pleases you, 
so that you may grant what they desire; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Listen in mercy to our prayers, Lord. 
Lead us to ask for whatever pleases you, 
so that you may grant what we desire. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray that we may find peace in knowing God. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God, 
you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless 
until they find their rest in you. 
Teach us to seek you 
and to rely on you in all our needs, 
so that our deepest desires may be satisfied, 
and we may finally see you face to face. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new 
(Let us pray that we treasure the kingdom of God. [silence])
Lead us, great and loving God, 
to desire, above everything, 
the gifts of your kingdom. 
Make us ready to renounce anything else, 
for the sake of your most precious gift, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Genesis 29:15-28 Jacob works 14 years to marry Rachel
(If using NIV, begin: 'Laban said to Jacob:')
Psalm 105:1-11,45b (v 45b is 'Praise the Lord')
Antiphon:
Remember the wonderful works the Lord has done. 
(Ps 105:5a NRSV)
Note: Psalm 105 (for use with reading 1a) is listed again for use in a fortnight's time (Proper 14). It might be preferable therefore to use the alternative psalm for today's reading 1a, Psalm 128.
OR
Psalm 128
Antiphon:
May the Lord bless you all the days of your life.  (Ps128:5a NIV)
OR
How blest are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.  
(Ps 128:1)

OR, 1b
1 Kings 3:5-12 Solomon's prayer for wisdom
(If using TEV, begin: 'During the night the Lord appeared to Solomon . . . ')
Psalm 119:129-136
Antiphon:
The unfolding of your words gives light.  (Ps 119:130a NRSV)

SECOND READING
Romans 8:26-39 Nothing can separate us from the love of God

ALLELUIA VERSE (Matt 13:35 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
I will open my mouth to speak in parables; 
I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 Parables of the kingdom
(Begin: 'Jesus . . . ')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, 
thank you for revealing the kingdom of God to us. 
Keep us in your kingdom and help us to treasure it. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Thank you, Lord, 
for giving us so many wonderful gifts, 
especially for calling us into your kingdom. 
Make us faithful and wise servants, 
giving of what you have given us 
to help others. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Call to prayer
The Spirit of God intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. Knowing that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for all people.

The regular response, OR:
We pray to the Lord.
O God, hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may be yeast in the world
*	for all who seek the kingdom of God
*	for our state, its premier, and the leader of the opposition
*	for those who experience hardship, distress, persecution, famine, lack of clothing, danger, or warfare
*	for criminals, prisoners, and all those who look after them

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, because of your great love you work for our good in all things. In mercy listen to our prayers, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and merciful God, 
you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless 
until they find their rest in you. 
Teach us to seek you 
where you may be found, 
especially in your word and sacraments. 
May we rely on you in all our needs, 
so that our deepest desires may be satisfied, 
and we may finally see you face to face. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to live as faithful and wise members of God's kingdom.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Genesis 29:15-28
LHS
357	O God, thou faithful God* G3
AT
-
TIS
-

First reading (b): 1 Kings 3:5-12
LHS
132	Spirit of wisdom (alt tune 245, G6)
134	Come, O come, Thou quickening Spirit* G3
379	Lord of creation, to Thee be all praise G6
422	Great Shepherd of Thy People, hear* G6
425	Lord, teach us how to pray aright G6
812	The Lord in wisdom made the earth
AT
357	Give us hearts to know you, Lord
359	Holy Spirit, living water
TIS
422	Come, Holy Spirit, come
444	Dear Shepherd of your people, hear
548	Eternal light, shine in my heart
626	Lord of creation, to you be all praise

Second reading: Romans 8:26-39
LHS
130	O enter, Lord, Thy temple (vv 1-3)* G4
168	O blessed Sun, whose splendour G4
386	In Thee is gladness* G7
394	God is love, let heaven adore him G9
400	From God shall naught divide me* G3
411	If God be my defender* G3
423	Jehovah, let me now adore Thee* (esp vv 3,4,6) G5
500	Blessed Jesus, at Thy word G5
504	To Thy temple I repair G5
770	Yours is the glory
791	O love how deep, how broad, how high G5
861	All those who live beneath God’s shade GS
862	As we step from the edge of morning GS
AT
21	All those who live beneath God’s shade
64	Nothing can separate us
101	Jesus, please watch over us
251	God sends us His Spirit
264	Spirit of God
281	Nothing in all creation
349	There is a redeemer
364	In you is gladness
438	It's gonna be alright
463	Goodness is stronger than evil
TIS
144	Lord, you have been our dwelling-place
153	God is love, let heav'n adore him
169	Our God, we know your providence
177	In suffering love the thread of life
194	O love how deep, how broad, how high
200	In you is gladness
380	Yours be the glory
408	O breath of God
412	God sends us his Spirit
419	Like the murmur of the dove's song
437	Blessed Jesus, at your word
472	Father of mercy
604	Make me a captive, Lord
619	Have faith in God, my heart

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
LHS
147	O Morning Star so bright and fair* G3
149	Jesus, priceless treasure* G3
153	One thing needful: this one treasure G9
163	Would you know what most I prize* G9
168	O blessed Sun whose splendour G4
789	My Lord, you wore no royal crown G6
AT
34	Seek ye first
149	I’ve got something
185	Jesus, Son of God and man
206	As the deer pants
440	Heaven's like a treasure
TIS
164	The great God of love
199	Lord Jesus, our bright Morning Star
703	As the deer pants
745	Seek ye first

PSALM 105:1-11,45b
For a musical setting of Psalm 105:1-11,45b, see Music Package 3. TIS 66, O give thanks to God, is a version of Psalm 105:1-11. Alternatively, use the other Psalm (128, below) for reading 1a today, and use Psalm 105 (with slightly different verses) for Proper 14, when it is the Psalm for the first reading 1a.

PSALM 128
For a musical setting of Psalm 128, see Music Package 3. 

PSALM 119:129-136
For musical settings of Psalm 119:129-136, see Music Package 10. LHS 345 and AT 246 are based in part on the psalm.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

GENESIS 29:15-28: Arriving in Haran without money or supporting company, Jacob was an easy mark for the acquisitive Laban. Laban did not hesitate to exploit the young son of his sister, knowing that seven years' labour was far in excess in value compared to a customary dowry. Jacob's love for Rachel gave him the determination to work another seven years, probably knowing there was little hope of influencing a more generous decision from someone who was capable to such deception as Laban.

1 KINGS 3:5-12: God appeared in a dream to Solomon as he had to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In his reply to God's invitation to ask what God should give him, Solomon shows his grasp of the significance of the Abrahamic covenant. He refers to the covenant bestowed on his father David and his own privilege to be succeeding him. He is mindful of the promise given to Abraham respecting the numerous descendants over whom he is now king. His request to be given an ability of mind to listen to distinguish between good and evil and to render a just hearing was pleasing to God. Such a request came from a humble realisation of his own personal lack of experience for such exalted office.

ROMANS 8:26-39: The Spirit not only helps with our prayers when we do not know how or what to pray. If God's predestination has worked out in our being called to faith, then God will always be working for his loved ones' good. If God paid such a price in giving his Son into death, and then raising him from the dead to avert eternal condemnation, can any evil which befalls Christians take us out of his hand? The infinite love of God runs deeper than any power of life or death which may work against us. There is no power of evil in the universe which can break the inviolable love and eternal protection God bestows through Jesus Christ.

MATTHEW 13:31-33,44-52: There are six parables grouped together in this Sunday's gospel reading. The first two, the mustard seed and the yeast, deal with seemingly insignificant agents that actually achieve very powerful effects. The word of God works this way, both in the church and in the lives of individuals. The next two, concerning the hidden treasure and the fine pearl, describe two different people who, contrary to their expectations, find the kingdom of God in different ways. Both are willing to forget about everything else in their desire to obtain and keep it. The following fifth parable warns the hearer that there are eternal consequences connected with the way in which one receives the gospel of the kingdom. In the sixth parable we can see that those entrusted with proclaiming the kingdom have the old well-known and well-trusted treasure (ie Christ's teachings) but also have an ever new exciting evaluation of that treasure as they constantly find new means of applying it in new situations.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. 


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the alternative first reading (1b) could be read by three or four readers: one to announce and close the reading, one as the Lord, one or two as the people.


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Solomon asks for wisdom (1 Kings 3:5-15)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year B, 13 Pentecost for the Lower Level, and Year A, 10 Pentecost for the Middle and Upper Levels
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year A, Proper 12


