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Proper 26 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 30 Oct AND 5 NOV (Proper 26), 
year C

2019 - 03 November (21st Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 30 October (21st Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 02 November (21st Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 05 November (22nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 02 November (22nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 05 November (23rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 01 November (23rd Sunday after Pentecost)


Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

ALL SAINTS DAY
If today is after 1 November, it may be celebrated as All Saints Day if this festival was not observed on 1 November. The propers for All Saints may be used instead of those given below.


 LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; 
though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.  
(Isa 1:18 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O Lord, 
free your people from their offences, 
that through your bountiful goodness 
we may all be released 
from the net of our sins 
which because of our frailty 
has entangled us; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, free your people from their offences. 
Through your great goodness 
release us all from the net of our sins 
which has entangled us because of our frailty. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for cleansing and renewal. [silence])
Almighty God, heavenly Father, 
to you all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
so that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily praise your holy name. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray for Jesus to live in us. [silence])
Holy and merciful God, 
we thank you for sending your Son Jesus 
to save those who are lost. 
Lead us eagerly to seek him, 
gladly to accept his invitation, 
and joyfully to receive him into our lives. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 The righteous will live by faith
Psalm 119:137-144
Antiphon: 
Your decrees are righteous forever (; give me understanding that I may live).  (Ps 119:144 NRSV)

OR, 1b
Isaiah 1:10-18 God tells his people: Become clean
Psalm 32:1-7
Antiphon: 
You forgave the guilt of my sin.  (Ps 32:5c NRSV)

SECOND READING
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11,12 Paul's thanksgiving and prayers for the Thessalonians
(Begin v 11 with 'We always pray . . .' (NRSV, TEV) or 'We constantly pray . . .' (NIV))

ALLELUIA VERSE (Luke 19:9a,10a NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
Today salvation has come to this house, 
for the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 19:1-10 Jesus and Zacchaeus
(If using NRSV, begin 'Jesus entered . . .')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, 
thank you for coming to seek and save the lost. 
Have mercy, and help us to live repentant lives. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
God our Saviour, lead us, 
out of thankfulness for your mercy and goodness, 
to dedicate our lives and all we have 
to your service. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
As we prepare to sit at the table of the Lord and eat with him, let us pray for the church, the world and all its people.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, hear our prayer,
and glorify your name.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may continue Christ's mission to seek and save the lost
*	for our sister/neighbouring congregations (pray for them by name)
*	for the politicians of our commonwealth and state parliaments (and for our local members)
*	for an end to war and bloodshed
*	for the sick and the dying
*	for the 'children of Abraham', the Jews
*	for all Christians who are enduring persecution or afflictions for their faith

Concluding prayer
Lord God, in your word of forgiveness, salvation has come to this house today. Hear our prayer, and glorify your name in all the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty God, heavenly Father, 
to you all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden. 
By this holy sacrament, 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
so that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily praise your holy name. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
LHS
1	Hark, a herald voice is calling* G7
310	Out of the depths I cry to Thee* (esp v 4) G9 (alt tune 404, G9)
490	O Son of God, we wait for Thee * G3
AT
-
TIS
264	Hark! A herald voice is calling
282	The voice of God goes out to all the world

First reading (b): Isaiah 1:10-18
LHS
315	Lord, to Thee I make confession* G6
317	Jesus sinners doth receive* G5
335	Just as I am, without one plea G9
850	O Father, my Father GS
AT
6	O Father, my Father
32	Thou wilt rest him
301	Prayer of peace
345	Nothing but the blood
TIS
160	Father, all loving, and ruling in majesty
584	Just as I am, without one plea
618	What does the Lord require

Second reading: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11,12
LHS
181	Abide, O dearest Jesus* G5
193	Jesus, with Thy Church abide* G9 (alt tune 82, G5)
346	Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go G5
381	O God our Father, throned on high (alt tune 391, G9)
859	Seek, O seek the Lord
AT
177	Love one another
250	Glorify your name
301	Prayer of peace
TIS
428	Help us, O Lord, to learn
464	Seek, O seek the Lord
551	O stay with us, Lord Jesus
571	Forth in your name, O Lord, I go

Gospel: Luke 19:1-10
LHS
156	Jesus our Saviour, of true joy the giver* G3
165	One there is, above all others* G8
305	Today Thy mercy calls us* G3
317	Jesus sinners doth receive* G5
324	Salvation unto us has come* G5
357	O God, Thou faithful God* G3
377	Take my life and let it be* G6
AT
188	Reaching out
304	Stay with me
TIS
195	Salvation now to us has come
208	Jesus has come, and brings joy as our Saviour
599	Take my life, and let it be
677	Christ's is the world in which we move

PSALM 119:137-144
For a musical setting for Psalm 119:137-144, see Music Package 9.

PSALM 32:1-7
For musical settings of Psalm 32(:1-7), see Music Packages 2, 8 and 9.

TIS 20, How blest are those whose great sin, is a paraphrase of Psalm 32. The following paraphrase of Psalm 32:1-7, by David Schütz, may be sung to the American folk tune at AT 407, or each verse may be split into two four line verses and sung to St Clement (LH 549, TIS 458). As the psalm is quite long, a selection of verses may be made. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

How blest are those who are forgiven,
whose sin is covered by God's grace.
How blest are those the Lord calls righteous,
who look to him with honest face.
	My soul and body groaned in anguish, 
	while I stayed silent through the day;
	for day and night your hand was on me,
	and in the end, my strength gave way.

Then I confessed my sin before you;
I did not hide my guilt with words.
I said that I would make confession,
of my transgression to the Lord.
	Then you forgave all my wrongdoing,
	and you forgave me all my sin;
	my pain is gone, my guilt is ended, 
	and now a new day can begin.

So then let all your faithful people
lift up to you their heartfelt prayers.
The raging waters shall not reach them,
they won't be swamped by endless cares.
	You are my hiding place and refuge,
	I run to you in times of need,
	and you preserve me from all trouble,
	and now I sing, for I am free.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

HABAKKUK 1:1-4; 2:1-4 : How could it possible be?! The law of God had been restored by King Josiah but so soon the public morality flouted it, thus rendering it 'slack'. This kind of anarchy bred uncontrolled violence, the wicked getting the better of the righteous. The prophet himself felt that it was as if he were the one looking for trouble, at the behest of God. Habakkuk thus made complaint, but indicated that he would await the Lord's answer (2:1). The Lord's answer came to him as an injunction to record the answer with utmost care and precision and then to broadcast it (2:2). The vision which was given to the prophet would most surely come about, but at God's appointed time. Therefore wait! However, in the meantime the wicked will remain lost in their proud spirit, but the righteous will be preserved and prosper by their faith.

ISAIAH 1:10-18: The countryside of Judah lay devastated by the Assyrian army, yet the nation seemed to be asking for more retribution from the hand of God. The reference to Sodom and Gomorrah reduces Jerusalem and Judah to a level of moral revulsion. While it was obvious from the detailed list of rituals that people were in fact involved in the temple worship, yet Isaiah proclaims that both offerings and the offerers were rejected. The Lord found them an abomination because of their immoral behaviour and the absence of true social concern for the poor and helpless. In that light, Isaiah's appeal to the nation to return to the Lord in true repentance is most moving. If scarlet sin can be made as white as snow, then there is certain assurance of forgiveness. However, repentant obedience receives grace, while rebellion invites the further retribution of God.

2 THESSALONIANS 1:1-4,11,12: Twice Paul uses the titles 'God our Father' and 'Our Lord Jesus Christ' in the sense of their being equal when he greets the Thessalonians (vv 1,2). His enthusiastic expression of thanksgiving recognises that God has worked a significant growth of faith and love among them. Because of this, Paul can boast of their strength in the face of persecution. He continually seeks in prayer that the work of God would cause their day-by-day works of faith to flourish. In this way the glory of the Lord Jesus will show in them at his coming.

LUKE 19:1-10: You can just imagine this rich little executive-type person, dressed in business attire, hurrying down the street and then climbing a tree to see who this Jesus was! Being hated already because of his dubious position and morality as a tax collector, his eccentricity would hardly earn him any more disrespect than he experienced already. Yet Jesus stopped to address him and thence to solicit an invitation to his home. Zachaeus was overjoyed, but many in the crowd were indignant. How could Jesus give credence and recognition to a sinner such as this? The Lord's purposes are ever merciful. He knows when a heart is ready for repentance. Zachaeus became a changed man. With the joyful assurance that he was accepted by God in forgiveness, he was ready to put the right emphasis on his earthly wealth. Those who know they are lost can be found by Christ.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the reading from Isaiah could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Isaiah 1:15; and the gospel from Luke could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Luke 19:3.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the reading from Habakkuk could be read by three readers: narrator, Habakkuk, and the Lord; and the gospel from Luke could be read by four readers: narrator (the pastor), Jesus, one of the people, and Zacchaeus.


CHILDREN

TALKING WITH THE CHILDREN
Retell in simple words the story of Zacchaeus.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Jesus and Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year C, Semester 2, 24 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 26.

