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Proper 9 B
LCA Worship Resources - Year B, Time after Pentecost
Sunday BETWEEN 3 and 9 JULY (Proper 9), year B

2018 - 08 July (7th Sunday after Pentecost)
2021 - 04 July (6th Sunday after Pentecost)
2024 - 07 July (7th Sunday after Pentecost)
2027 - 04 July (7th Sunday after Pentecost)
2030 - 07 July (4th Sunday after Pentecost)
2033 - 03 July (4th Sunday after Pentecost)
2036 - 06 July (5th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.  (2 Cor 12:9a NIV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Lord of all power and might, 
the author and giver of all good things: 
Graft in our hearts the love of your name, 
and increase our devotion; 
nourish us with all goodness, 
and by your mercy 
preserve in us what you have nourished; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, 
the author and giver of all good things, 
graft in our hearts a love for your name. 
Nourish in us what is good, 
and preserve in us what you have nourished. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for strength in weakness. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God, 
your Son revealed the wonder of your saving love 
in signs and miracles. 
Renew your people by your loving kindness, 
and sustain us in all our weakness 
by your mighty power. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new 
(Let us pray for God's comforting presence. [silence])
Loving heavenly Father, 
your Son brought hope and healing to people, 
but was rejected. 
Stay close beside us 
when we are lonely and afraid, 
and encourage us to keep going 
when we face trouble. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
2 Samuel 5:1-5,9,10 David becomes king over Israel
Psalm 48
Antiphon:
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised (in the city of our God).  
(Ps 48:1a NRSV)

OR, 1b
Ezekiel 2:1-5 Prophet to a rebellious nation
(Begin: 'The Lord said: . . . ')
Psalm 123
Antiphon:
Our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he has mercy upon us.  
(Ps 123:2b NRSV)

SECOND READING
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Paul boasts of his weaknesses

ALLELUIA VERSE (Mark 6:7 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Mark 6:1-13 Jesus rejected in his home town; sends out the Twelve
(If using NRSV, begin: 'Jesus left that place . . . ')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, thank you for your ministry 
of teaching, healing, and performing miracles. 
Strengthen our faith so that we do not reject you. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Thank you, merciful God, for all you have given us, 
especially for your word. 
Help us continue to hear it and live by it, 
and to give of ourselves in serving you and others. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
God speaks to us through his word, through which the Holy Spirit reaches into people's lives and changes them. Let us pray to our loving heavenly Father, who is concerned about each one of us and does not abandon us.

Response
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the continued preaching of the gospel and the right administration of the sacraments
*	for pastors, parish workers, youth workers, elders, pastoral assistants, leaders in the church, and all those who help bring the gospel to a world where people are blinded by popular opinion and cannot see the truth
*	for our nation's leaders - the Queen, her representatives, the parliaments, the prime minister and cabinet, and departments, the opposition and the whole system of government
*	for all Christians throughout the world who are persecuted for their faith
*	for those living close to or below the poverty line; the homeless, the unemployed, pensioners, students, Indigenous people

Concluding prayer
Merciful God, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to walk among us. He heard the cries of the people and shared with them the good news of the kingdom. Hear our prayers this day and answer them so that your greatness may be known by all. This we ask in the precious name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and merciful God, 
your Son has revealed 
the wonder of your saving love 
in this sacrament. 
Renew your people by your loving kindness, 
and sustain us in all our weakness 
by your mighty power. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ's power works through your weaknesses.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9,10
-

First reading (b):Ezekiel 2:1-5
LHS
234	Facing a task unfinished G4
334	Lord, 'tis not that I did choose Thee* G3
373	Lord, speak to me, that I may speak* G5
822	God has spoken by his prophets G6
AT
296	I the Lord of sea and sky
TIS
158	God has spoken by his prophets
658	I, the Lord of sea and sky

Second reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
LHS
158	Jesus, lover of my soul G4
341	Jesus, lead Thou on* G3
379	Lord of creation, to Thee be all praise G6
392	How firm a foundation G6
407	If thou but suffer God to guide thee* G6
414	God moves in a mysterious way G7
416	Thy way, not mine, O Lord*
417	Submissive to Thy will* G6
579	Where’er I go, whate’er my task* G6
860	When this earth was created GS
AT
29	Wait on me
99	Pentecost Prayer
215	Even tho' it's often hard to cope
384	If we will trust in God to guide us
TIS
126	God moves in a mysterious way
198	I greet you my Redeemer sure
211	Jesus, lover of my soul
553	In all my ways, in every task
554	If we will trust in God to guide us
575	O Jesus, Saviour, grow in me
578	How firm a foundation, you people of God
626	Lord of creation, to you be all praise
754	You are my hiding place

Gospel: Mark 6:1-13
LHS
223	Look from Thy sphere of endless day G6
233	Lord of the harvest, hear (alt tune 127, G4)
247	Thou who the night in prayer didst spend*
AT
103	Send your servant
305	Thuma mina (Send me, Lord)
TIS
749	Thuma mina

IONA SONG
The following song from the Iona Community is suitable for today:

Volume 1: Heaven shall not wait
Names they called him 	page 78 (the gospel)

PSALM 48
For musical settings of Psalm 48, see Music Package 6.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 48 by David Schütz may be sung to the tune of 'Make my life to be', ATN 81. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Our Lord God is great,
greatly to be praised,
on Mount Zion, in the city of our God.
Everybody's joy
is his holy hill,
high and beautiful, the city of our King!
Inside its walls and towers, 
God is our sure defence;
when the powers of earth attacked it, they all failed!
They were put to flight -
running in their fear -
tossing up and down like ships caught in a storm!

So we now have seen,
just as we have heard,
in the city of our God, the Lord of hosts:
God has made it strong!
Victory is his!
In your temple, God, our thoughts are of your love!
Your name is like your praise,
we hear it everywhere,
everyone rejoices when your judgment's heard!
God will be our guide;
go around the town,
tell the children yet to come, this is our God!

PSALM 123 
For musical settings of Psalm 123, see Music Packages 3 and 6.

Music from Taize: Volume I has verses of Psalm 123 that may be sung to the ostinato response 'Misere nobis' on page 20.

The following paraphrase by David Schütz of Psalm 123 may be sung to the tune Veni, Immanuel (LH 2, TIS 265) or Melita (LH 578, TIS 138) or another 8.8.8.8.8.8 tune. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm. 

To you, O Lord, I lift my eyes,
to you, enthroned in heaven above.
As servants look up to their lord,
we lift our eyes to God the Lord,
until he turns his eyes t'ward us,
and shows his mercy and his love.

Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray,
for we are treated with contempt.
We've had more than our fill of scorn
from those who live in ease and pride.
O turn, O Lord, be merciful
for we have put our trust in you.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

EZEKIEL 2:1-5: The vision by which God appeared to Ezekiel to call him to be a prophet completely overwhelmed him. Even though he was a mere human creature (son of man), yet the Lord was raising him by his Spirit to be his mouthpiece. The 'impudent and stubborn' people to whom he was to go were at that time in captivity in Babylonia. They were nevertheless the remnant on whom God's future covenant plans rested. Regardless of their response to Ezekiel's message, they would know that Jahweh is God through the prophecy coming to full true fruition. 

2 CORINTHIANS 12:2-10: There were people demolishing the gospel in the Corinthian congregation claiming special revelation for their authority. Paul turns the argument away from human strength in the manner in which he refers to his own direct revelation of the third heaven (ie the direct presence of God). He had been given revelations which could easily beget pride and conceit. That, of course, would just as much hinder the gospel proclamation. God accordingly gave him some kind of severe suffering (the 'thorn' is undefined) which incapacitated him personally, which Satan naturally tried to exploit for his own purposes. However, God showed in this way that it was not Paul's strength which got the gospel out through Paul's prodigious efforts. It was obvious that God's strength was having perfect effect in spite of Paul's weakness, but also through it.

MARK 6:1-13: God always calls for humble faith and shows himself and his works in answer to it. When Jesus the 'local boy' came back to his hometown, faith was completely lacking. The people rejected him. Hence Jesus could not do the works of his Father. When Jesus sent out his disciples among the villages, he sent them with obvious lack of human resources. They were thus able to see from their own experience that it is also necessary for those who minister the word and the Spirit's power. Human approval of their message was secondary to simply proclaiming it. Demons were therefore subject to them, and many sick were cured.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading (1a) from 2 Samuel could be read by two readers: narrator, one of the tribes; reading 1b from Ezekiel could be read by two readers: narrator, voice of the Lord; and the gospel could be read by three readers: narrator (the pastor), one of the people, Jesus.

COMMISSIONING/BLESSING FOR HEALING
As today's gospel tells of Jesus sending out his disciples to cast out unclean spirits and to heal, it may be appropriate today to commisssion or bless those in the congregation who are 'sent out' for any kind of healing ministry. See Church Rites and Rites and Resources for Pastoral Care for various installation and blessing rites. Note also the suggestions in these LCA Worship Resources in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Blessings of people', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Before or after the prayer of the church, those involved could be invited up, and after a suitable word of God and a brief prayer, a blessing such as the following could be said as hands are briefly laid on each person: 'I bless you, N, for___/in___, in the name of the Father and of the Son+ and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.'


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'The exile'. Material for this story may be found in
Original Edition, Series B, Semester 2 (Pentecost 7)
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Series B, Semester 2 (Proper 9)


