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St Andrew
LCA Worship Resources - Minor festivals and other days
VERSION: 9 April 2002

Festival of St Andrew, Apostle
(30 November)


ST ANDREW
Andrew, born in Bethsaida, a village in Galilee, was a fisherman, and the first apostle to follow Jesus (John 1:35-40). He brought his brother Simon Peter to Christ. According to tradition he was martyred at Patras in Achaia on 30 November. Tradition also says that he was crucified on an X-shaped cross, but this seems to have originated in the fourteenth century. He is honoured particularly in Scotland, Greece and Russia. (Information from Contemporary Worship 6: The Church Year, Calendar and Lectionary, 1973)

Propers for the day
The day of St Andrew sometimes occurs before Advent and sometimes in Advent. The propers used are those of the season the day falls in.


LITURGY

Sentences
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Jesus said, 'If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.' 
(Matt 16:24 NRSV)

OR, if the day falls in Advent, use the standard Advent Sentence in the document 'Advent season', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
EITHER, for apostles (modified)
Almighty God, 
you have built your church 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. 
Join us together in one spirit 
by the witness of St Andrew, 
and make us into a holy temple pleasing to you. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, traditional
Almighty God, 
you showed such love to your apostle St Andrew 
that he readily obeyed the call of your Son 
and brought his brother with him. 
You have loved us and called us by your holy word; 
may we follow you without delay 
and tell others the good news of your kingdom. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST Reading
Ezekiel 3:16-21 Ezekiel is commissioned as a watchman for Israel

PSALM
Psalm 19:1-6
Antiphon: 
Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.  (Ps 19:4 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Romans 10:10-18 How are they to believe unless someone proclaims the message?

alleluia verse (based on John 1:41)
Alleluia, alleluia.
The first thing Andrew did was to tell his brother Peter, 
'We have found the Messiah'. 
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
John 1:35-42 Come and see!

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Let us pray to the Lord, that his kingdom may come among us.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, in your mercy,
come and rule over us.

Suggested petitions
*	for family and friends who do not yet know Christ
*	for local mission (mission at home)
*	for the mission departments of the church, especially for the District mission directors

Concluding prayer
Almighty God, your holy apostle St Andrew used his knowledge of the truth to bring his brother Simon to Jesus. Give us also the courage and conviction to tell those with whom we live about the good news we have received, so that together we may inherit your everlasting promises. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SEASONAL Preface
If before Advent:
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

OR, if in Advent:
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
You fulfilled your promise to comfort your people 
by sending Jesus the Redeemer, 
and to make all things new through him 
when he comes to judge the world 
and set it right. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

Communion Invitation
Blessed are those who have been invited 
to the wedding feast of the Lamb. 
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

prayer after communion
If the day falls in Advent, for a post-communion prayer see the document 'Advent season', under 'Prayer after communion', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, use the following prayer.

Father, by the witness of the apostles
your Son has called us into your family.
As we have eaten at your table,
may our life and work together
help to bring in your kingdom.
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SEASONAL BLESSING
If the day falls in Advent, this seasonal blessing may be used together with (ie before) the usual blessing in the order of service.

(May) Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on you and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; . . .


HYMNS AND SONGS

JESUS CALLS US
The hymn of the day is 'Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult', LHS 366, TIS 589.

BY ALL YOUR SAINTS
Horatio Bolton Nelson wrote this hymn, which has various middle verses for various minor festival occasions. It may be sung to the tune Nyland (LH 16), or to King's Lynn (TIS 249). The first and last verses given below are as they appear in Lutheran Worship and Lutheran Book of Worship; the middle verse is by David Schütz based on Nelson's original. The first line of verse 1 could be changed to: 'By saints on earth who struggle'.

By all your saints in warfare,
for all your saints at rest,
your holy name, O Jesus,
for evermore be blest!
For you have won the battle
that they might wear the crown;
and now they shine in glory
reflected from your throne.

We praise you, Lord, for Andrew,
the first to follow you,
who called his brother, Peter,
who came to Jesus too.
'For we've found the Messiah,
God's true anointed one,
who'll rescue all his people.
The promised one has come!'

Then let us praise the Father, 
and worship God the Son,
and sing to God the Spirit,
eternal Three-in-one,
till all the ransomed number
fall down before the throne,
ascribing power and glory,
and praise to God alone.

PSALM 19:1-6
For musical settings of Psalm 19, see Music Packages 3, 5, 6 and 7.

For another version of Psalm 19:1-6, see TIS 7 The sky tells the glory of God. 


VISUAL

SYMBOL
The most common form of St Andrew's shield is a 'cross saltire', that is a white cross on a blue background in an 'X' shape, with its ends reaching to the border of the shield. Other symbols are those which proclaim his original occupation and his calling to mission: two fish (crossed), or a fishing net.

