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Proper 13 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 31 JULY AND 6 AuG (Proper 13),
year C

2019 - 04 August (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 31 July (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 03 August (8th Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 06 August (9th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 03 August (9th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 06 August (10th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 02 August (10th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Set your minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on earth,
for you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  (Col 3:2,3 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O God, since you declare your almighty power 
chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
Mercifully grant us such a measure of your grace, 
that we may run to obtain your promises, 
and share in your heavenly glory; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, you reveal your almighty power 
most of all in showing mercy. 
In your loving kindness 
let us run towards what you have promised, 
and share in your heavenly treasure. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for the bread of life. [silence])
Loving Father, 
your dear Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven 
to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world. 
Give us this bread, so that he may live in us 
and we in him. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new 
(Let us pray for wisdom in regard to wealth. [silence])
Thank you, loving Father, 
for giving us so many good things. 
Keep us from hoarding earthly riches for ourselves 
and neglecting the needs of others. 
Make us truly rich 
in knowing and following your Son. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Hosea 11:1-11 God's love for his rebellious people
Psalm 107:1-9,43
Antiphon: 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever.  (Ps 107:1)

OR, 1b
Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14; 2:18-23 Only in God does life have meaning
Psalm 49:1-12
Antiphon: 
No ransom avails for one's life, there is no price one can give to God for it.  (Ps 49:7 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Colossians 3:1-11 The old life and the new

ALLELUIA VERSE (Col 3:4 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
When Christ who is your life is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 12:13-21 The parable of the rich fool
(If using NRSV or NIV, begin: 
'Someone in the crowd said to Jesus . . .')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, thank you for caring for us 
and for blessing us so richly. 
Keep us from worry and from greed. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Generous God, 
teach us to use our possessions wisely, 
by offering them back to you 
and helping other people. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
It is so easy for us to become focused on collecting worldly wealth for ourselves. Since we have been raised up with Christ, let us seek the things that are above by coming to God in prayer in the name of our risen Lord Jesus. 

The regular response, OR:
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may not store up riches on earth, but riches in heaven
*	for the leaders of our nation, that they may use the resources of this land and its people for the good of all
*	for those who are driven by greed, that they may turn from their idolatry and put their trust in God
*	for the wealthy of the world, that they may learn generosity
*	for those addicted to any form of gambling, that they may be set free
*	for those who put all their trust in their earthly possessions, that they may seek the true riches that come from God
*	for the poor, that they may not lose hope in God
*	for those who are dying or about to die, that they may depart this life in the grace of God
*	for all Christians, that we may live the new life that is ours in Christ

Concluding prayer
Lord God, protect all your people from the idolatry of greed and trust in the abundance of their possessions. Pour out on us the great and generous riches of your grace and mercy, and hear our prayers for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Loving Father, 
your dear Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven 
to be the true bread 
which gives life to the world. 
As you have fed us with this bread, 
may he live in us and we in him. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to seek the things that are above.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Hosea 11:1-11
LHS
326	O how great is Thy compassion* G3
394	God is love, let heaven adore Him G9
431	My soul, now bless thy Maker* G6
439	I will sing my Maker's praises G5
440	Sing praise to God who reigns above G3
AT
225	Why do you love me?
TIS
110	Sing praise to God who reigns above
153	God is love, let heaven adore him

First reading (b): Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14; 2:18-23
LHS
346	Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go G5
407	If Thou but suffer God to guide Thee* G6
870	Lord of all hopefulness G6
AT
230	Christ the worker
242	Son of the Father
384	If we will trust in God to guide us
405	Lord of all hopefulness
TIS
554	If we will trust in God to guide us
571	Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go
613	Lord of all hopefulness

Second reading: Colossians 3:1-11
LHS
102	Hallelujah, Hallelujah!* G5
106	Since Christ has gone to heaven, His home* G3
109	Draw us to Thee* G5
114	See, the Conqueror mounts in triumph (v 5) G4
170	Chief of sinners though I be (esp vv 1,4) * G5
173	Before the throne of God above (esp vv 1,3,6) G5
177	O my Saviour, lifted G5
355	May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil* G3
358	Renew me, O eternal Light* G3
361	Let us ever walk with Jesus* G5
479	Jesus, my Redeemer, lives* G5
763	Now is eternal life (alt tune 176, G9)
798	Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round G6
799	In Christ there is no east or west G7
847	The Lamb's high banquet called to share G5 (alt tune 839, G7)
AT
101	Jesus, please watch over us
171	Dying you destroyed our death
264	Spirit of God
357	Give us hearts to know you, Lord
393	Real food, real drink
TIS
248	When Christ was lifted from the earth
366	Jesus, my Redeemer, lives
385	Now is eternal life
459	In Christ there is no east or west
475	If we have died to ourselves in Jesus (v 4)
600	O my Saviour, lifted
673	I set the Lord before my eyes

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21
LHS
239	Son of God, eternal Saviour G4
342	Watch, my soul, and pray* G4
357	O God, thou faithful God* G3
367	O bring to the Lord your tribute of praise* G6
372	We give Thee but Thine own G5
AT
34 	Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
265	Take us now, we are yours
358	Gift to the world
TIS
606	Son of God, eternal Saviour
611	God of grace and God of glory

PSALM 107:1-9,43
For musical settings of Psalm 107:1-9,43, see Music Package 9. TIS 67, Thus will say the Lord's redeemed, is a version of Psalm 107:1-5,23-26,28-31.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 107:1-3 by David Schütz is sung to Dominus regit me (LH 391, TIS 145). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

O thank the Lord for he is good,
his love endures forever.
Let this be said by those the Lord
redeemed from all their trouble.

Let those he gathered from the ends
of earth where they were scattered,
from north and south and east and west,
give thanks to him with praises.

psalm 49
For musical settings of Psalm 49:1-12, see Music Package 9.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 49 may be sung to tune 'Christum wir sollen loben' (LH 313). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

All mortals of the world, come near,
hear this, you peoples, and give ear
both low and high, and rich and poor,
to understanding wise and sure.

In times of trouble, do not fear
those who hold wealth and riches dear.
There is no price that they can pay
to save their lives from death and grave.

Both fool and wise will one day die,
and leave their riches where they lie.
The splendid way of life they spend,
will vanish when they meet their end.

Be not afraid of earthly wealth,
it brings no happiness or health;
for God alone in your last hour
can shield and keep you from death's power.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

HOSEA 11:1-11: This reading is among the jewels of Scripture which convey to us the deep, deep nature of God's love. Israel, here also called Ephraim because of that tribe's prestigious position in the northern kingdom, was delivered from abject slavery in Egypt to become 'God's son' in the promised land. However, the people denied this sacred and pre-eminent sonship through incessant idol worship. Hosea said that because this apostasy was so deliberate, they would inevitably earn God's punishment by means of the sword of the Assyrians and subsequent slavery in exile, reminiscent of Egypt. Yet the Lord, being their loving God and not a vindictive human, could not permit that punishment to stand forever. One day, perhaps even in the last times, he would bring them home as a lion summons its cubs.

ECCLESIASTES 1:2,12-14; 2:18-23: If what the world has to offer is the sum and substance, the be-all and end-all, of your existence, then all is futile, 'all is vanity.' Ecclesiastes, the writer of this book, seems terribly negative and defeatist. Yet he is taking the ultimate destination of secularism (ie worldliness which possesses people) to show that anyone going down that path must finally finish up in nothingness. Meaning and purpose for one's life can only be found in the context of knowing that everything is a gift from God and using it as such. Then one no longer works only for 'self' and what makes sense for 'self', but lives meaningfully with God.

COLOSSIANS 3:1-11: Paul here challenges the Colossian Christians to become what in actual fact God in his grace has made them to be in Christ. 'You are', he says, 'raised with Christ, therefore let your thoughts and actions rise to the same level'. He tells them, though, that despite the heavenly life which is theirs, they are still living with the tensions of the fleshly life in the sinful world. If they have stripped off the clothing of the old sinful self, then they have put on Christ. That means putting to death those things that belong to the death God will inflict on the heathen world they have left. The sins that belong to the old self are not compatible with the clothing of righteousness they have put on in Christ. The importance of overcoming disturbing differences from social and gender distinctions fits well into this same categorisation.

LUKE 12:13-21: Other readings today have touched on the futility of allowing covetousness and greed to take control of one's life. The man who came to Jesus was not interested in the joy, peace and pardon which Jesus offered, but solely in his own financial predicament in an inheritance dispute. The fictitious story of the rich fool, which Jesus told as a parable, illustrates the false values of too many people. Riches are not wrong in themselves, but when one forgets the giver, one's stewardship responsibility, and the fact that riches cannot give life as God ordains it, one is left in futility and empty vanity at death. When faced with God's demanding judgment, true value lies in the treasures that are eternal. Why ignore them? They are, after all, God's own free gift.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the reading from Ecclesiastes could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Ecclesiastes 1:14; and the gospel could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Luke 12:22.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the gospel could be read by three readers: narrator (the pastor), a man, and Jesus.


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'The parable of the rich fool (Luke 12:13-21)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year C, Semester 2, 11 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 13.

