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Proper 28 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 13 AND 19 NOV (Proper 28), year C
SECOND-LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR

2019 - 17 November (23rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 13 November (23rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 16 November (23rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 19 November (24th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 16 November (24th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 19 November (25th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 15 November (25th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

The Lord says: I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.  
(Isa 65:17 NRSV)
OR
The sun of righteousness shall rise, 
with healing in its wings.  (Mal 4:2a NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O God, 
so rule and govern our hearts and minds 
by your Holy Spirit 
that, being mindful of the end of all things 
and the day of your just judgment, 
we may be stirred up to holiness of living, 
and dwell with you forever; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, 
govern our hearts by your Holy Spirit. 
Make us mindful of the end of all things 
and the day of your just judgment. 
Stir us up to lead holy lives, 
and let us live with you forever. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, another traditional, modernised
Almighty God, 
we cannot trust in our own goodness, 
so deal with us, 
not according to the severity of your judgment, 
but according to your mercy. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new (revised alternative)
(Let us pray to be ready for Christ's return. [silence]) 
Help us, Lord Jesus Christ, 
to wait for you, 
to wish for you, 
and to watch for you, 
so that when you come again 
you will find us ready. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Isaiah 65:17-25 God's glorious new creation
(Begin: 'The Lord says:')
Psalm: Isaiah 12
Antiphon: 
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid (, for the Lord God is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation).  (Isa 12:2 NRSV)

OR, 1b
Malachi 4:1,2a The day of the Lord
Psalm 98
Antiphon: 
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  
(Ps 98:3b NRSV)

SECOND READING
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 The obligation to work

ALLELUIA VERSE (Luke 21:28 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Jesus said:) Now when these things begin to take place, 
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near. 
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 21:5-19 Signs of the end of the age
(If using NRSV, put 'Jesus' instead of 'he' in v 5)

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, thank you for promising to be with us 
when we face times of trial. 
Help us not to be afraid, but to stand firm. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Great and merciful God, 
help us not to get tired of doing what is right, 
but to give of ourselves in serving you 
and helping others. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Jesus reminded us that for as long as this world continues, there will be all kinds of disaster and trouble. In his name, let us pray to our Father in heaven for all the people of the world.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, hear our prayer,
and come to save us.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may not be led astray by false messiahs
*	for the nations, that they may not go to war against one another but live in peace
*	for volunteers, that they may not grow weary of their service
*	for all workers, that their work may give them meaning in life and contribute to the welfare of our society
*	for those who do not want to work for a living, and for those who want to work but cannot find employment
*	for those who are persecuted, imprisoned or tortured for their beliefs
*	for those who are victims of earthquakes, famine, plagues and other natural disasters
*	for all Christians, that they may watch for the return of Christ

Concluding prayer
Lord God, you care for us so much that you have promised that not a hair on our heads will perish as we face the trials and tribulations of this world. Give us true faith in you, and trust that you will hear and answer our prayers. We ask this in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
If using the Service - Alternative Form, or any of the Sing The Feast settings, instead of saying 'Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again' after the words of institution, the following acclamation may be used:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, the following invitation may be used (if it has not been used for the memorial acclamation above):

As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the fourth prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Lord Jesus Christ, 
as we have proclaimed your death 
by eating this bread and drinking this cup, 
help us to wait for you, 
to wish for you, 
and to watch for you, 
so that when you come again 
you will find us ready. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, and stand firm in the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Isaiah 65:17-25
LHS
464	Songs of praise the angels sang G6
484	Blessed are the heirs of heaven G6
732	Comfort, comfort all my people GS
739	When the King shall come again G4
AT
25	Comfort, comfort all my people
254	I give you my joys and sorrows
480	On the day I called
TIS
647	Comfort, comfort all my people
663	Isaiah the prophet has written of old

First reading (b): Malachai 4:1,2a
LHS
1	Hark, a herald voice is calling* G7
33	Hark! the herald angels sing (v 3) G4
43	Gentiles, rise to greet the morning G7
185	Sun of righteousness divine* G3
215	Arise, O God, and shine* G9
488	That day of wrath, that dreadful day
528	Christ, whose glory fills the skies G5
576	Judge eternal, throned in splendour G9
AT
152	I have made a covenant with my chosen
214	The Lord is my light
217	Shine, Jesus, shine
262	Shine on me, Lord
TIS
128	Sometimes a light surprises
212	Christ, whose glory fills the skies
264	Hark! a herald voice is calling
303	Hark! the herald angels sing
675	Shine, Jesus, shine

Second reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
LHS
185	Sun of righteousness divine* G3
342	Watch, my soul, and pray* G4
346	Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go G5
348	Jesus, Master, at Thy word G8
383	O Lord, who hast my place assigned (alt tune 443, G7; alt tune 350, G9)
525	Awake, my soul, and with the sun G9
811	Praise and thanksgiving GS
813	For strength to work till close of day
844	Sent out by God's blessing G6
856	Give me oil in my lamp GS
AT
85	Give me oil in my lamp
168	Hear our prayer
230	Christ the worker
242	Son of the Father
294	God give you joy
297	Let us talents and tongues employ
TIS
531	Sent forth by God's blessing
537	Let us talents and tongues employ
557	Awake, my soul, and with the sun
571	Forth in your name, O Lord, I go
627	Praise and thanksgiving
634	All who love and serve your city

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19
LHS
4	Once He came in blessing* G4
134	Come, O come, Thou quickening Spirit* G3
181	Abide, O dearest Jesus* G5
197	Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy word* G5
244	Lord, pour Thy Spirit from on high* G5
340	Be thou faithful unto death* G8
353	Holy Father, Thou hast taught me* G5
731	Come, Lord Jesus, come GS
790	O Lord of light, who made the stars (alt tune 346, G5)
889	Each morning with its newborn light (alt tune 270, G3)
AT
20	Come, Lord Jesus, come
221	They were waiting
300	Practise love (v 4)
309	When the Lord returns
TIS
197	God's Son came to bless us
436	Lord, keep us steadfast in your word
451 	Pour out your Spirit from on high
551	O stay with us, Lord Jesus

IsAIAH 12
For musical settings of Isaiah 12, see Music Packages 7 and 9; for settings of Isaiah 12:2-6, see Music Packages 2 and 7. Two paraphrases of Isaiah !2:1-6 are given in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Canticles', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

Psalm 98 
For musical settings of Psalm 98, see Music Packages 1, 2, 4, 5, 7 and 9. See also TIS 56 O sing a new song to the Lord and 57 Sing to the Lord a new song.

The chorus of 'Sing a new song unto the Lord' (ATA 150) by Dan Schutte is based on Psalm 98. The song could be used for the psalm, although the verses are not really a translation of the psalm itself.

The following paraphrase of Psalm 98 by David Schütz may be sung to the tune Wir pflügen ('We plough the fields and scatter', LH 563, TIS 130). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Sing to the Lord a new song,
great wonders he has done!
For he has shown the victory
his mighty power has won.
The ends of earth have all seen
the saving acts of God.
Let all the earth shout praises;
ring out your song with joy!

Sing the Lord a new song,
from earth to heaven above:
'Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia.'

Sing psalms and play the harp, and
with music praise the Lord!
Come, blow the trumpet! Sound the horn!
Acclaim the Lord your King!
Let seas and all that fills them,
with earth rise up and roar,
let rivers clap their hands, and
let hills ring out their joy!


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

ISAIAH 65:17-25: The prophet points to a time when all evils which beset and afflict the believer, diminishing the joy of life, will be no more. In this promised new creation there will not even be a memory of tragedies which still reward human effort with a sense of futility. Christians see the resurrection of Christ from the dead as the proof of the victory over all evil and the guarantee of God's people's resurrection to life eternal together with their messianic King.

MALACHI 4:1,2a: After the return from exile, the morale of people sank. Instead of the promised prosperity, there was hardship from marauding enemies, famine and bad crops. People tended to doubt God's love and moral fairness. Malachi, a true prophet speaking as from God, called for their repentance. Their religious worship and morality once more invited the judgment of God. However, Malachi did not find his future hope in their repentance. Final salvation for the godly would come by the Lord's own intervention. On the great and terrible day of the Lord evildoers would be destroyed (v 1). In verse 2 he predicts the perfecting of the godly to live in health and healing, justified in the warmth of God's love.

2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-13: False views about the second coming of Christ had led a minority among the Thessalonian Christians to idleness. Yet these people were willing to live from the resources of others. Paul saw the matter as threatening to the reputation of the church and the integrity of the gospel. He accordingly used his apostolic authority to command in the name of the Lord Jesus that such people be isolated. Summary dismissal was not meant; rather that room be given for appropriate reflection and repentance. Paul himself had refrained from exercising his right to make his living by the gospel, lest it be thought that the gospel was merely a pretext for making money. He therefore commanded and urged everyone to make their own living and to do what was right.

LUKE 21:5-19: On leaving the temple, the disciples could not but help spontaneously to marvel at its beauty and grandeur. Jesus, not sharing their enthusiasm, solemnly told them that it would be utterly destroyed. To the Jews the temple was a powerful symbol of the lasting presence of God among them. Their question as to when this would be naturally included (according to St Matthew's gospel) the time of their Master's second coming. Jesus' answer took the two events in view and did not entirely separate the predicted preceding happenings chronologically. He referred to world disturbances, natural disasters and cosmic portents. There would be severe hatred and persecution both from civil authorities and from family circles ordained by God normally to provide peace and security. This would lead even to death. However, Jesus' believing disciples should always be assured of his personal presence and counsel to give effective witness to the truth. No eternal harm would come if they would endure faithfully to the end.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the reading from Malachi could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Malachi 4:2, or a symbol of the sun of righteousness (eg a stylised drawing of a round sun with rays, with IHC or JESUS written in the centre).


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the gospel from Luke could be read by three readers: narrator (the pastor), Jesus, and a disciple.


CHILDREN

TALKING WITH THE CHILDREN
Children could make/display/colour a symbol of the sun of righteousness. This could be the focus of a children's address, speaking about the way we wait during the night for sunrise and a new day. We know that it certainly will come, but sometimes it seems like a long time waiting. Other connections between Jesus and the sun could be thought of: eg warm rays, light, brilliance, rising/resurrection.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'The end of the world (Luke 21:5-19)'. Material for this story may be found in: 
Original Edition, Year B, Semester 2, Last Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 28.

