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St Bartholomew
LCA Worship Resources - Minor festivals and other days

VERSION: 13 November 2001

ST BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE
(24 August)


ST BARTHOLOMEW
'Bartholemew is included in the lists of the apostles in all but John's gospel (where the name Nathaniel replaces Bartholomew). Beyond this nothing is known of his life. Tradition says he was flayed - skined alive - and so he is symbolically shown holding a knife.'
(Contemporary Worship 6: The Church Year, Calendar and Lectionary, 1973)


LITURGY

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Almighty God, 
as you have raised up for yourself 
a great cloud of witnesses: 
Grant that we may seek only your glory, 
and, with your servant St Bartholomew, 
find our names written in the book of life; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional 
Almighty God, 
you have raised up for yourself 
a great cloud of witnesses. 
Help us to seek only your glory, 
and, with your servant St Bartholomew, 
find our names written in the book of life. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
Almighty God, 
you have built your church 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets. 
Join us together in one spirit 
by their teaching, 
and make us into a holy temple pleasing to you. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, another alternative
Almighty and merciful God, 
you have instructed your holy church 
with the teaching of your apostle St Bartholomew. 
Do not let us be blown about 
by every wind of deceitful teaching, 
but build us up in the truth 
of the good news about your salvation. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Exodus 19:1-6 The Israelites at Mount Sinai

PSALM 
Psalm 12
Antiphon: 
The words of the Lord are pure words.  (Ps 12:6a NKJV)

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 12:27-31a Christ's gifts to his church

ALLELUIA VERSE
Alleluia, alleluia.
Nathanael said to Jesus, 'You are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!' (John 1:49 NRSV alt)
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
John 1:43-51 Jesus calls Nathanael (Bartholomew) a 'true Israelite'

Note: St Bartholemew is usually identified with Nathanael, the subject of the gospel for the day. This is because, in the list of apostles, John names Nathanael where the other gospels name Bartholomew.


HYMNS AND SONGS

BY ALL YOUR SAINTS
The hymn 'By all your saints in warfare' by Horatio Bolton Nelson may be used; the second verse focusing on St Bartholomew has here been modernised by David Schütz. It may be sung to the tune Nyland (LH 16), or to the original tune King's Lynn (LBW 177, 178; LW 193, 194; TIS 249). The first line of verse 1 could be changed to: 'By saints on earth who struggle'.

By all your saints in warfare,
for all your saints at rest,
your holy name, O Jesus,
forevermore be blest!
For you have won the battle
that they might wear the crown;
and now they shine in glory
reflected from your throne.

All praise for your apostle,
the faithful, pure and true,
whom underneath the fig-tree
your eye already knew.
Like him, may we be guileless,
true Israelites indeed,
and on your constant presence
may soul and body feed.

Then let us praise the Father, 
and worship God the Son,
and sing to God the Spirit,
eternal Three-in-one,
till all the ransomed number
fall down before the throne,
ascribing power and glory,
and praise to God alone.


VISUAL

COLOUR
The colour for the day is red.

SYMBOL
St Bartholomew's shield is decorated with a flaying or skinning knife.


