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Fourth Sunday of Advent C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Advent to Epiphany
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C

2018 - 23 December
2021 - 19 December
2024 - 22 December
2027 - 19 December
2030 - 22 December
2033 - 18 December
2036 - 21 December

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Advent season' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.  (Matt 2:6 NKJV)

OR
Elizabeth said to Mary: 'Blessed are you among women:
and blessed is the fruit of your womb'.  (Luke 1:42 NRSV)

OR, use the standard Advent Sentence in the document 'Advent season', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Stir up, O Lord, your power and come; 
and support us by your great might, 
so that, as we are hindered by our sins, 
your grace and forgiveness 
may help and hasten us on our way; 
for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Stir up your power and come, Lord. 
Support and help us, 
so that what is hindered by our sins 
may be hastened by your great mercy. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new (revised alternative)
(Let us pray for God to be with us. [silence])
Thank you, loving heavenly Father, 
for coming with power to the Virgin Mary 
and making her the mother of our Lord. 
Come to us with your Holy Spirit, 
so that we receive your saving word 
and rejoice in our Saviour. 
For he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING
Micah 5:2-5a The shepherd king to be born in Bethlehem

PSALM
Luke 1:(46b) 47-55 
(This is the Song of Mary (Magnificat). Omit the opening words 'Mary said'. For versions, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Canticles', in the 'General and seasonal' folder, and the Music Packages 2, 4, and 7.)
Antiphon: 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, eternal God, and Mary's son, we adore you forevermore.  (Vespers, LHS)
OR
My soul is praising the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. (Luke 1:47)

OR
Psalm 80:1-7
Antiphon: 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.  (Ps 80:7 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Hebrews 10:5-10 Christ came to do God's will
(Begin: 'When Christ . . . ')

ALLELUIA VERSE (Luke 1:45 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord. 
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) Mary visits Elizabeth
(Note: The optional verses are the Song of Mary (Magnificat). Read these verses only if not used as the psalm. If including them as part of the gospel, the minister (or a solo female voice or a small choir) could sing the words following 'and Mary said: . . . ' according to one of the available settings (eg from the order of Vespers).)

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus,
for coming to be born of Mary.
Help us to rejoice that you became a human being.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Lord God, help us to trust in your Son Jesus
and be ready to do your will as he was.
Fill us with joy and thankfulness,
so that we live as your people, 
made holy through the sacrifice of Christ,
and leading holy lives.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Our Lord remembers the promises he makes to his people, and does great things for those who call on his name. Let us pray to God our Father in the name of Jesus.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, help your servants,
and remember your mercy.

Suggested intercessions
*	for all Christians, that like Mary they may believe the word that is spoken to them
*	for those who are caught up in the material preparations for Christmas
*	for safe travel for those on holidays
*	for expecting mothers (and fathers), for mothers who have lost children, and for women/couples who want a child but have not been able to have one
*	for adoption agencies, orphanages, and those who take care of children
*	for peace among families gathering together at Christmas

Concluding prayer
Just as Mary heard your word, trusted you, and bore the fruit of your Spirit, lead us to hear your word and trust you, so that we may live fruitful lives, filled with the joy of your Holy Spirit. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

SEASONAL PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
You fulfilled your promise to comfort your people 
by sending Jesus the Redeemer, 
and to make all things new through him 
when he comes to judge the world 
and set it right. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

Communion Invitation
Blessed are those who have been invited 
to the wedding feast of the Lamb. 
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
For an Advent post-communion prayer, see the document 'Advent season', under 'Prayer after communion', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Thank you, loving heavenly Father, 
for coming with power to the Virgin Mary 
and making her the mother of our Lord. 
Be with us 
through the healing gift of this sacrament,
so that we receive your saving word 
and rejoice in our Saviour. 
For he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

SEASONAL BLESSING
This seasonal blessing is used together with (ie before) the usual blessing in the order of service.

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on you 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; . . .

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, for you have been made holy through Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading: Micah 5:2-5a
LHS 
42	Earth has many a noble city* G4
AT 
222	There'll be peace
TIS 
284	O bless the king of Israel
291	Earth has many a noble city

Second reading: Hebrews 10:5-10
LHS 
4	Once He came in blessing* G4
10	O how shall I receive Thee* G3
20	O Jesus Christ, all praise to Thee* G4
26	Praise God the Lord, ye sons of men G4
82	Jesus, in Thy dying woes (Pt 6) G5
AT
345	Nothing but the blood
TIS 
197	God's Son came to bless us
298	Let all together praise our God
502	Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast (holy communion)
525	You we praise, high priest and victim
568	O for a heart to praise my God
575	O Jesus, Saviour, grow in me

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45(46-55)
LHS
17	Come, Thou long-expected Jesus G6
490	O Son of God, we wait for Thee* G3
903	Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord G7
AT 
260	Magnificat (My soul is praising the Lord) G7
TIS 
161	Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
172	My soul gives glory to my God
173	My soul gives glory to the Lord
272	Come, thou long-expected Jesus
289	Christmas is coming
302	The angel Gabriel from heaven came

Song of Mary
For various versions of the Song of Mary (Magnificat), the first alternative 'psalm' for today, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Canticles', in the 'General and seasonal' folder. Musical settings are in the Music Packages 2, 4, and 7.

PSALM 80:1-7
For musical settings of Psalm 80:1-7, see Music Packages 1, 4 and 7. See also TIS 42 O shepherd od Israel.

Here is a metrical paraphrase which could be sung to the tune Nativity (LH 627 ,TIS 204) or Evan (LH 68ii). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Shepherd of Israel, hear us now;
you once were Joseph's guide.
Enthroned on cherubim, shine forth:
stir up your saving might.

Restore us once again, O God,
and show your smiling face.
O Lord of hosts, how long will you
be angry with our prayers?

You fill our cups with grief, and give
us bread of tears to eat.
Our neighbours laugh at us with scorn,
and smile at our defeat.

Restore us once again, O God,
and show your smiling face;
O God of power, O God of might,
show us your saving grace.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

MICAH 5:2-5a: In this remarkable prophecy, Micah sees beyond Israel's political defeat of his own day. The ruler whom he predicts is the Messiah who will achieve mighty leadership above and beyond that of any earthly ruler. He will come, like David, from Bethlehem but with origins stretching back before David to the beginnings of time. No mere human being, this Messiah figure will gather his people and care for them to the very ends of the earth. Though the people of God would be 'given up' for a time, they will 'live secure' with all the future redeemed under God's everlasting rule of peace. 

HEWBREWS 10:5-10: Psalm 40:6-8 is quoted here as the words of Christ when he came into the world. These words indicate that the burnt offerings and sin offerings made as animal sacrifices, although directed by God for his people's worship, were not God's prime wish so much as the perfect obedience and sacrifice of his Son for the sin of the world. This latter sacrifice would be counted by the Father for the eternal benefit of those who would believe these gospel promises. This wish (or will) of God, carried out perfectly by Christ the Son, results in the holiness he bestows on his believing people.

LUKE 1:39-55: Elizabeth's greeting to Mary directs our minds through these words prompted by the Holy Spirit to the miraculous origin and future divine purposes for both these women's as yet unborn children. Often called 'the Magnificat', this 'Song of Mary' emphasises the magnitude of God's goodness in using her humble servanthood in carrying out his plans of salvation. That is, of course, consistent with the way God relates to people universally. He blesses and uses for his own purposes those whose earthly pride and power will not stand in the way of his glorious bestowal of mercies. The history and prophecies of God's people from of old richly bear this out. Mary predicts that the Messiah will bring all of these promises to fulfilment.


VISUAL

visuals for the READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, during the gospel a picture of Mary greeting Elizabeth may be displayed.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. The gospel could be mimed or acted out. The pastor could read the part of the narrator, and an older woman could play the part of Elizabeth. A younger woman - or even perhaps a member of the congregation who is pregnant - could play the part of Mary. If verses 46-55 (the Song of Mary) are included in the reading, the woman playing Mary could sing these verses (see suggestions above, under 'Gospel'), or the congregation could sing or say them responsively.


CHILDREN

children and the READINGS
The gospel could be mimed by two girls as it is read, instead of adults as suggested above.

TALKING WITH THE CHILDREN
Waiting for a new baby could be discussed with the children.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is now available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is: 'The birth of Jesus'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, 4 Advent, year C (in 3rd Series B book)
OR
Revised RCL Edition, same

