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Proper 18 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 4 AND 10 SEP (Proper 18), year C

2019 - 08 September (13th Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 04 September (13th Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 07 September (13th Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 10 September (14th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 07 September (14th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 10 September (15th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 06 September (15th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Return now everyone from your evil way, 
and make your ways and your doings good.  (Jer 18:11c NKJV alt)

OR
The Lord has set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life so that you may live.  (Deut 30:19 NRSV alt)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O Lord, let your continual pity 
cleanse and defend your church; 
and because it cannot continue in safety without you, 
preserve it forever by your help and goodness; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord, in your constant mercy  
cleanse and defend your church. 
Guide it forever by your goodness 
because it cannot remain safe without you. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for guidance. [silence])
Guide and rule your church forever, Lord, 
so that we may walk warily in times of quiet 
and boldly in times of trouble. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray that we follow Jesus. [silence])
Jesus, our light and life, 
make us ready 
to turn away from everything else 
that claims our allegiance, 
and follow you as our only Saviour. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Jeremiah 18:1-11 The potter
Psalm 139:1-6,13-18
Antiphon: 
You knit me together in my mother's womb.  (Ps139:13b NRSV)

OR, 1b
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 A choice between life and death
(Begin: 'Moses said to the people of Israel:')
Psalm 1
Antiphon: 
The Lord watches over the way of the righteous (, but the way of the wicked will perish).  (Ps 1:6 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Philemon 1-21 A personal appeal to Philemon

ALLELUIA VERSE (Luke 14:27 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Jesus said:) 'Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple.' 
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 14:25-33 The cost of being a disciple
(If using NRSV, put 'Jesus' instead of 'him' in v 25)

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for giving up everything for us. 
Help us to love you more than anything else, 
and to follow you to the end. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Help us, Lord, 
to commit our lives to you, 
and willingly to offer ourselves and our possessions 
for your purposes. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
In the power of the Holy Spirit, and in the name of Jesus, let us pray to God our Father in heaven for the church, the world and all in need.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, we look to you for help.
Hear us in the name of Jesus.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the newly baptised and for all new converts to the Christian faith, that they may be strengthened against the attacks of the evil one
*	for our national leaders, that they may not turn their backs on the needs of the third world
*	for parish leaders, especially for the chairperson and church council, and for the elders
*	for those who have big decisions to make, that God would guide them and give them the power to carry out what they decide
*	for all in slavery or bonded labour, especially those who are children
*	for all Christians, that we carry the cross of Christ and never grow weary

Concluding prayer
Father, give strength to all who turn to you. Help us not to look back once we have set our hands to the plough, but enable us faithfully to carry out the great commission you have given us. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the fourth prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Jesus, our light and life, 
thank you for strengthening us in this sacrament. 
Make us ready 
to turn away from everything else 
that claims our allegiance, 
and follow you as our only Saviour. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love and obey the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Jeremiah 18:1-11
Hymns of repentance plus:
AT
354	Change my heart, O God

First reading (b): Deuteronomy 30:15-20
LHS
128	O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God* G5
129	Breathe on me, Breath of God G5
168	O blessed Sun, whose splendour G4
176	We come, O Christ, to Thee G9
290	O Bread of life from heaven* G3
294	O God, unseen yet ever near* G6
355	May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil* G3
358	Renew me, O eternal light* G3
471	Lord Jesus Christ, my life, my light G3
859	Seek, O seek the Lord
AT
41	Father, we adore you
250	Glorify your name
267	Bread of heaven
325	Sing to God with joy
TIS
401	O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God 
407	Breathe on me, Breath of God
464	Seek, O seek the Lord
526	Lord Jesus Christ

Second reading: Philemon 1-21
LHS
344	Our God is love, and all His saints* G6
381	O God our Father, throned on high (alt tune 391, G9)
859	Seek, O seek the Lord
AT
177	Love one another
503	Show me heaven
506	Oh, let's get up to love and serve
TIS
434	Where there is charity and love
464	Seek, O seek the Lord
587	Fold to your heart your sister and your brother
648	Help us accept each other

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33
LHS
336	'Come, follow me,' the Saviour spake* G3
349	Jesus, I my cross have taken G3
351	'Take up thy cross,' the Saviour said G9 (alt tune 270, G3)
361	Let us ever walk with Jesus* G5
371	O Jesus, I have promised G5
AT
265	Take us now, we are yours
372	Teach me your way
401	Follow me
413	The summons
506	Oh, let's get up to love and serve
TIS
583	'Take up your cross,' the Saviour said
595	O Jesus, I have promised

Psalm 139:1-6,13-18
For musical settings of Psalm 139:1-6,13-18, see Music Packages 4 and 9. See also TIS 88 O Lord, you have searched me out and known me.

The following metrical paraphrase of Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 by David Schütz could be sung to the tune 'Dir, dir, Jehovah' (LH 218). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

O Lord, you've searched me and you know me,
you know when I sit down and when I rise.
From far away you know my thinking;
you watch me where I walk and where I lie.
You know my ways and all the things I do,
before I speak a word, it's known to you.

On every side, you're all around me;
your mighty hand is always over me.
So great your knowledge - far beyond me! -
its height and depth too great for me to see.
For it was you who made my inmost being
and knitted me together in the womb.

I praise you for my wondrous making - 
I know that all your works are wonderful.
When I was hidden deep in darkness,
yet there you saw me and you made me whole.
And even then you numbered all my days -
my life unlived was written on your page.

Your thoughts, O God, are deep in mystery!
How vast they are is more than I can say.
Were I to count your thoughts, I'd stumble -
their number is far more than grains of sand!
If counting them, I were to fall asleep,
when I awoke you'd still be here with me.

Note that the songs AT 224 Where could I run from you, 394 Search me, O God, and 424 O God, you search me are song versions of Psalm 139.

PSALM 1
For musical settings of Psalm 1, see Music Packages 3, 5, 6, 7 and 9. For a hymn version, see TIS 1 Happy are they who walk in God's wise way.

The Iona collection Psalms of Patience, Protest and Praise contains a metrical version of Psalm 1 (p 4).

Note that the Iona Community is willing to allow a church or worship assembly to reproduce the words only of a song from these publications on a service sheet or overhead transparency that is to be used once only on a non-commercial basis, provided that the title of the song and the name of the copyright holder is clearly shown.

The following metrical paraphrase of Psalm 1 by David Schütz may be sung to the tune Ellers (LH 514). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm. 

Happy are they whose love is in God's law,
those who do not walk in ungodly ways,
those who don't stand among the the sinful crowd,
those who refuse to sit with those who scoff.

They meditate on God's law day and night.
They are like trees that grow beside a stream;
they will bear fruit at every harvest time,
they will not die, but thrive in all they do.

But the ungodly - they are not like this!
They are like chaff that scatters in the wind.
They cannot stand before the Lord their judge
in the assembly of God's righteous ones.

All those will perish who walk in the path
of the ungodly, following their way. 
But the Lord knows the way of all his saints,
who love his law and live in righteousness.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

JEREMIAH 18:1-11: In this reading the Lord determines to give an important and significant revelation through Jeremiah on the basis of his visit to the potter's workshop. The thrust of the revelation turns on the fact that the potter could rework the clay from a failed effort to make something else (another vessel). The clay is in the power of his hands to do as he wills. So with nations. God can build up or destroy. There is no absolute arbitrariness about God's guidance of history, though. If there is repentance (v 8) he can make a nation to prosper again. In respect to Israel (v 11), exile is the means by which the Lord has determined to achieve the end of remodelling Judah and Jerusalem.

DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20: In these words, Moses, as his life draws to a close, refers to the people of Israel's crossing of the Jordan River in which he cannot join them. He wants his words to go with them and therefore warns them of the choices that will determine their wellbeing in the promised land. These will be life and prosperity if the people remain faithful and obedient to the Lord. On the other hand, there will be death and adversity if they forget the Lord and stray into idol worship. He therefore urges them to remember the promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that their descendants will possess the land in order to bring blessing to the world. Their faithfulness will make them partners with God in fulfilling his promise.

PHILEMON 1-21: Onesimus, a slave of Philemon at Colossae, fled to Rome on proceeds gained from his master's unassented bounty. Having become a convert to Christ, he served Paul for a period during Paul's Roman imprisonment. Paul sent Onesimus back to his former master in order to make amends. This accompanying letter which Paul wrote and sent with Onesimus is a gem of tact and understanding, allowing Philemon the freedom to make decisions personally which would reconcile slave and master. Paul lifts the relationship even above this by his loving assumption that Philemon will now see Onesimus as a brother in Christ.

LUKE 14:25-33: Jesus had become a popular figure. He warned the crowd following him that no one should consider becoming his disciple without weighing up properly what it meant in personal cost. He called for a follower's first love even over and above the closest family relationships. The seemingly harsh saying about 'not hating father and mother' should be taken in the context of 'loving less' (compare Matthew 10:37). Discipleship may mean the thorns of suffering and even death. Two illustrations, the tower builder and the king going to war, bring home the reality that there is a cost to discipleship that must realistically be counted.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the first reading from Jeremiah could be accompanied by a picture of a potter at work; the first reading from Deuteronomy could be accompanied by a picture such as that in the TEV Bible for Deuteronomy 30:19; and the second reading could be illustrated by a picture such as that in the TEV Bible for Philemon 17.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the gospel could be two readers: narrator (the pastor) and Jesus.


CHILDREN

TALKING WITH THE CHILDREN
If using the first reading from Jeremiah, explain about the work of a potter. Try to have some clay as a visual support to what you are saying. If there is someone in the congregation or known to you who actually works with pottery (or better yet, is able to bring a potter's wheel to church), enlist their help. 

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Philemon and his runaway slave (Philemon)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year C, Semester 2, 16 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 18.

