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ENROLMENT OF CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES

If your congregation is using the Ministry to Adolescents Program (MAP), you may consider using the 'Confirmed' program (a supplementary program to MAP, available from Openbook) during Lent to prepare young people for confirmation on Palm Sunday, or, more appropriately if possible, at the Easter vigil.

If so, you may wish to use a rite of enrolment for confirmation candidates on Transfiguration Sunday. Students will then begin their preparation on Ash Wednesday, with the Lenten call to discipleship and walking the way of the cross.

The following rite may be used or adapted.


RITE OF ENROLMENT

PRESENTATION
After the offering has been received, the candidates for confirmation come forward with their parents and sponsors. 
The minister says:
The rite of confirmation for N, N, and N will take place in this congregation on . . .

WORD
The minister says to the candidates:
St Paul says: 'It is God who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us, by putting his seal on us and giving us his Spirit in our hearts as a first instalment.' 

ENROLMENT
You have been baptised, and God wishes to confirm your confidence in him by his Holy Spirit, so that you remain in Christ, acknowledge him as your Lord, and serve him faithfully as long as you live. Therefore, I enrol you for confirmation in this congregation.

PRAYER
The minister says to the parents, sponsors, and congregation:
Parents, sponsors, and members of this congregation: As N, N, and N enter a period of preparation for confirmation, encourage them in their learning and pray for their spiritual growth. Let us now pray for them.

The minister begins and ends the prayer. Some of the parents and sponsors may make the intervening  or similar intercessions. 

We thank you, heavenly Father, for adopting N, N, and N as your children and anointing them with your Holy Spirit in holy baptism. Be with them and their families and sponsors as they prepare for confirmation, and make them strong in faith and hope and love. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

As they receive instruction in the Christian faith, protect them from the accusation of the devil and help them to renounce all his works and ways.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As they hear your holy word, help them to repent of their sins and receive forgiveness from you.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As they discover what you have promised to give them, teach them to pray for themselves and for others.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As they experience the power of the gospel, make them eager to listen to the preaching of your word in the divine service and courageous in confessing their faith before others.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

As they are taught about the Lord's supper and its benefits, prepare them to receive the heavenly gift of Christ's body and blood as a foretaste of the age to come.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

When they come to the day of their confirmation, empower them with your Holy Spirit, so that they may fight the good fight, keep the faith, and win the victory, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The minister faces the candidates and blesses them.
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit make you alert in prayer, firm in faith, bold in speech, and strong in love,+ now and always.
Amen.


