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CHRISTMAS SEASON


GENERAL

THIS DOCUMENT
Please see the general worship guidelines and ideas given in the document 'General notes and resources' in this folder. This Christmas document supplements that document, containing additional suggestions for the season of Christmas as a whole. Material specific to each Sunday and festival day is given in the documents for those days.

WHAT IS CHRISTMAS?
Christmas is the fulfilment of the longing of Advent. During Advent we anticipate our Lord's coming; at Christmas we celebrate the fact that he has come. God is now with us; he became a human being, born as a baby to the Virgin Mary. Our Lord's incarnation (becoming flesh) begins the whole story of our salvation, and changes the way we see God and ourselves, other people and the whole world around us. We respond to this mystery with joy and adoration - which the children in the congregation can help the adults to express. 

The season of Christmas lasts 12 days (the 'twelve days of Christmas'). It begins at Christmas Eve, after sunset on 24 December (not some time in November with Christmas music and decorations in the stores!), and finishes at the end of 5 January, before Epiphany. Included in that time are either one or two Sundays after Christmas. Christmas Day (25 December) may of course occur on any day of the week.

WHICH PROPER TO USE AT CHRISTMAS?
Why are three propers (I, II, and III) are given for Christmas in the Revised Common Lectionary?

Originally, when Christmas was first celebrated, there was only one Christmas service, and that took place on Christmas morning. But by the beginning of the seventh century, the practice of having three official Christmas services was already in place: one in the night, one at dawn, and one later in the morning. It seems this was because in Rome these services were held at three different churches. The night service (later to become a midnight mass) was especially associated with the erection of a replica of the nativity scene in one of these three churches.

There was a fourth service - called the Christmas Vigil - which took place on Christmas Eve. It was probably in association with this service that the 'Glory to God in the highest' first came into use in the Western church. In German Lutheran tradition, the Christmas Eve service came to have great importance, and, perhaps because of the climatic conditions of northern Europe, this service was often celebrated in the late afternoon of 24 December.

The three propers provided in the RCL therefore relate to the three services of Christmas Day: midnight, dawn, and morning. However, it has been the practice of Lutherans in the past to use (what is now) Proper I for Christmas Eve, Proper II for Christmas Day, and Proper III for Second Christmas Day. Since Second Christmas Day is no longer observed, and some congregations are beginning to observe a midnight service, perhaps the most logical observance would be to use Proper I for Christmas Eve, Proper II for midnight, and Proper III for Christmas Day. In any case, how the propers are used is quite flexible.

WHAT SERVICE TO USE ON CHRISTMAS EVE?
Some have desired a greater variety of choice for the service on Christmas Eve. In the past it has generally been the practice in congregations of the LCA to have the children's Christmas presentation on Christmas Eve. In many places, however, this presentation is now observed on the last Sunday of Advent, due to the effect of holidays and travel on the availability of Sunday school children for the presentation. We suggest, therefore, that any of the following may be used on Christmas Eve:

*	Children's presentation (see the document 'Service with the Christmas story' in the 'Rites and services’ folder)

*	A festival of Christmas readings and carols (see the document 'A festival of Christmas readings and carols' in the 'Rites and services' folder)

*	Service with holy communion (any setting, but preferably including 'Glory to God in the highest' rather than 'This is the feast'). Consider using a 'midnight mass' (see suggestions below, under 'Midnight mass')

*	Vespers (see suggestions below, under 'Vespers for Christmas Eve')

'MIDNIGHT MASS'
The practice of having a service with holy communion at or near midnight on Christmas Eve is becoming more popular in Australian Christian churches, especially because of the longer daylight hours experienced in the southern states. If a 'midnight mass' is observed, here are some suggestions.

*	Use plenty of candles. Either the people may have hand-held candles, or the church may be decorated with candles. See below under 'Visual arts', 'Candles'.

*	Use the 'Glory to God in the highest'. This is especially important if the Glory has not been used during Advent. Introduce the Glory with the ringing of bells (see below under 'Drama', 'Bells').

*	Use parts of the liturgy set to Christmas carol tunes. See below under 'Hymns and songs' for some suggestions.

*	Use processions. It is appropriate to have an entrance procession at the beginning of the service (eg while singing 'O come all ye faithful') and/or at the gospel (see 'Gospel procession' below and also in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Liturgy', 'Gospel procession', in this folder). Consider also the possibility of having a procession to the manger scene (see below under 'Drama', 'Procession to the manger scene').

VESPERS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
The Order of Vespers in the Supplement to Lutheran Hymnal (page 47 pew edition, page 75 music edition) is very suitable for Christmas Eve, and can be made more so with a few festive additions. Here are some suggestions.

*	Sing and chant the service. A cantor or a choir can be trained to help with this if the pastor or congregation are uncertain of the music.

*	If it is dark, use candles. Either the people may have hand-held candles, or the church may be decorated with candles. See below under 'Visual arts', 'Candles'.

*	Use processions. It is appropriate to have an entrance procession at the beginning of the service (eg while singing 'O come all ye faithful'). Consider also the possibility of having a procession to the manger scene (see below under 'Drama', 'Procession to the manger scene') at the time of the prayers.

*	Use the Song of Mary. Two canticles are suggested for Vespers, but the Song of Mary is obviously the more appropriate one for Christmas Eve, especially when it is used with the suggested antiphon. If the congregation is open to the possibility, it is also traditional to use incense during the singing of the canticle. This may be lit during the verse before the canticle. For different versions of the Song of Mary, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Canticles', in this folder.

*	Use more than one psalm and only one reading. Services such as Matins and Vespers originally had more than one psalm and just a short reading from the Scriptures. Use all three psalms from the propers for Christmas (see the Music Packages for settings), and have the gospel from Proper I for the reading.

*	Use a seasonal response after the reading. Replace the usual response with one of the responses given below (under ‘Christmas responses’).

*	Pray the collects around the manger scene. This is suggested in the rite for the procession to the manger scene, but may be done even if a procession is not held.

*	Chant the seasonal opening sentences instead of or in addition to those given in the order. See the suggested sentences below (under 'Sentence') and in the documents for the days of Christmas.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
A Sentence may be said or sung entirely by the minister, or it may be said or sung as a responsive verse. See the document 'General notes and resources' (under 'Sentence') in this folder for suggested general Sentences and for some suggested places in the service for using a Sentence.

Here is a suggested Sentence for the Christmas season. Other Sentences are suggested in the notes for each Sunday or festival.

The Word became flesh and lived among us.
We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father's only Son.
[From the fullness of his grace
we have all received one blessing after another.]
(John 1:14,16 comp)

INTRODUCTION TO CONFESSION OF SINS
Various forms of confession and absolution are included in the Appendix material of the disk (or coil bound print-out) of Approved Worship Services. Note that it is often beneficial to leave a time of silence between the call to confession and the prayer of confession. If there is a silence, the minister can lead with the words of the confession after it.

During the Christmas period, one of the following introductions could be used:

Precede the regular invitation to confession with these words:
Friends in Christ:
Jesus says: 'I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.'
Then continue with the regular invitation and prayer of confession.

OR
Friends in Christ:
Let us confess our sins to God our Father,
because Jesus Christ came to earth as a human being for us, to take away our sins.
Then continue with the regular prayer of confession.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
For guidelines and variations of the 'Lord, have mercy', see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Liturgy', 'Lord, have mercy', in this folder. 

Here is a Christmas season introduction to the 'Lord, have mercy'.

Let us call on Jesus our incarnate Lord* and ask him to help us.
[silence]
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
(or one of the other regular forms of the 'Lord, have mercy' may be used after the silence.)

	* or our Lord who became human for us

One of the following variations of the 'Lord, have mercy' may be used during the Christmas season. The first version may be sung to the setting by Francine Schultz in Music Package 1. For further suggestions about the 'Lord, have mercy', see below under 'Hymns and songs', 'Lord, have mercy'.

Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, hear our prayer and save us.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus Christ, born of a virgin, hear our prayer and help us.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus Christ, born for us, hear our prayer and give us peace.
Lord, have mercy.

OR
Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, praised by choirs of angels,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, proclaimed by the shepherds,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, persecuted by the powerful,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, recognised by the wise men,
have mercy on us.

HYMN OF ADORATION
The hymn 'Glory to God in the highest', which is an expansion of the hymn that the angels sang to the shepherds, is most appropriate for Christmas. It may be highlighted by singing it antiphonally between the two sides of the church or between men and women as marked in the text on page 9 of the Supplement to Lutheran Hymnal. Bells may be rung before the singing of the 'Glory to God in the highest' on Christmas Eve. The setting of this canticle from setting one or setting two of Sing the Feast may be introduced for Christmas. For metrical paraphrases, see the document ‘General notes and resources’ in this folder, under ‘Hymns and songs’, ‘Hymn of adoration’.

CHRISTMAS SEQUENCE
The sequence is a hymn specially written for use on major festivals between the second reading and the alleluia verse. The Latin texts for these traditional songs grew out of the alleluia verse during the ninth and tenth centuries. Only two of these sequence hymns remain in use in the church, both of which have versions included in our hymnal: the sequence for Easter (Victimae paschali laudes, LH 91) and the sequence for Pentecost (Veni sancte spiritus, LH 1). Our Lutheran Hymnal also contains two versions of the sequence for the requiem mass Dies irae (LH 485 and 488), although even in the Roman rite this sequence is no longer used.

A number of other sequences were developed, however, including this one for Christmas. This translation, by David Schütz, is based on the 12th century text Laetabundus exultet fidelis chorus: Alleluia! by St Bernard of Clairvaux. It is sung to the tune 'Infant holy' (LHS 741, TIS 292).

Alleluia! Faithful choir,
come, rejoice, exult and sing!
See and wonder, how a virgin
has brought forth the King of kings!
Like an angel for our counsel,
like a sun born from a star,
never setting, always high,
always shining, always bright!

See the star shine forth its ray, and
see the Virgin show her Son.
He, her Maker, she, his mother,
but in human nature one.
Like a cedar bending earthwards,
to become a lowly plant,
so the Word takes on our form,
as a human child is born.

Human race, so poor and wretched,
why delay your happiness?
Turn and hasten, trust the prophet,
who foretold this great event.
Come, consider now the baby
whom the Scriptures teach and praise,
and believe in Christ the Lord,
Son of Mary and true God.

Here is another Christmas sequence, adapted from Luther's Latin mass. This hymnic version is sung to the tune 'Gloria' (Sing to Jesus 84; Together at Christmas 7) sometimes used for the song 'Angels we have heard on high'.

Now let's all give thanks to God,
by his birth he set us free.
Therefore with the angels sing
now and for eternity:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Now let's all give thanks to God,
for he shines his word on us.
By his blood he set us free,
therefore let's sing of his love:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

CHRISTMAS RESPONSES
These responses may be used after one of the readings as a response (this is especially appropriate in matins or vespers), or as a gradual (in the service with holy communion), or as opening sentences. The first response is particularly suitable as an opening response before 'In the name'. The second is from the Lutheran Hymnal with Supplement, page 77. If the responses are used as opening sentences, the 'Glory to the Father . . .' may be replaced by 'In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.'

To us a child is born!
To us a Son is given.
The Word became flesh and lived among us.
To us a Son is given.
From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.
To us a Son is given.

OR
The Word became flesh and lived among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

OR (from the 'Service with the Christmas story')
M: The people who walked in darkness
C: have seen a great light.
Reader(s):
They lived in a land of shadows,
but now light is shining on them.
You have given them great joy, Lord;
you have made them happy.
They rejoice in what you have done,
as people rejoice when they harvest grain
or when they divide captured wealth.
M: The people who walked in darkness
C: have seen a great light.

Reader(s):
A child is born to us!
A son is given to us!
And he will be our ruler.
He will be called, Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
	Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
His royal power will continue to grow;
his kingdom will always be at peace.
M: The people who walked in darkness
C: have seen a great light.
M: Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
C: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

OR (possibly with a child leading)
Child: Lord Jesus, you came to your own people, 
but they did not receive you.
All: Help us to receive you!
Child: Lord Jesus, there was no room at the inn for you.
All: Make room in our hearts for you!
Child: Lord Jesus, you had no place to call your own.
All: Let us live in you, that you may live in us.
Child: As you come to us in many different people,
All: help us to be aware of your disguise.
Child: As we see people homeless, rejected, or unwanted,
All: let us see you in them, and do what we can for them.
Child: As you come to live in us at Christmas,
All: remind us of our baptism, when you came to live in us always.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The acclamation may be modified as follows. If this is used, it might be a good idea to use it at every service throughout the Christmas and Epiphany seasons, so that the congregation gets used to saying it.

Glory to you, O Lord, Light of the world.

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ, Light of the world.

GOSPEL PROCESSION
The gospel procession may be used every Sunday, but it is particularly suitable on festival days such as Christmas that emphasise the incarnate presence of Christ among his people. If a nativity scene has been erected in the church, the gospel may well be read from the crib. For suggestions on how to do a gospel procession, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Gospel procession', in this folder.

CREED
The words of the Nicene Creed 'was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human' could be emphasised by repeating them (in response form), pausing after them, or highlighting them by means of trumpet, bell, or drum roll.

Instead of the Nicene Creed, consider using the last part of the Athanasian Creed, the part dealing with the incarnation and person and work of Christ, at Christmas. See the document ‘The Athanasian Creed in worship’ in the ‘Rites and services’ folder.

OFFERING PRAYER
For explanation see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Offering prayer', in this folder.

Here is a seasonal offering prayer for Christmas:

Heavenly Father,
you are the giver of all good gifts.
In this season of giving,
we offer you these gifts
as we thank you for the greatest gift of all,
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
For general guidelines and ideas, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Liturgy', 'Prayer of the church', in this folder. 

It is generally preferable to use a well-known response such as 'Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer' to the intercessions, so that congregations can respond readily without having to look at the printed order of service or bulletin, which can be disrupting. However, if a seasonal variation is preferred, the following may be used as a response throughout Christmas:

Lord, the giver of all good gifts,
be with us your people.

Reference could be made in the prayer to symbolism of the weather or geography etc of the local region, eg
Let the light of Christ illumine and warm our hearts as the summer sun warms our bodies.

The following intercessions are from the 'Service with the Christmas story', but are appropriate at any time of the Christmas season. The sentence before the petition in each case could be read by a different reader from the one who reads the petition itself.

We rejoice with Mary and Joseph, the angels, and the shepherds, at the birth of our Lord Jesus. Let us now ask him to help us.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
When the time was right, you came to earth as one of us.
Help those who wait for you to recognise your coming.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You have come to live among us, full of grace and truth.
Live in our hearts, and show your grace to others through us.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You have brought us pardon and peace with our heavenly Father.
Help us to please him by living at peace with each other.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
Your birth brought blessing to Mary and Joseph.
Bless our homes this Christmas, and make our families a blessing to others.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You gave up your riches in heaven, and were born among the poor here on earth.
Show those who are poor your love through us.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You are the Prince of Peace, and Lord of all.
Guide the nations of the world, and help them to work together for justice and peace.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You took on our human weakness.
Strengthen the weak, heal the sick, and comfort those who suffer.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You have brought great joy to all people.
Gladden those who are sad, lonely, and depressed.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
Your birth brings us light and life.
Comfort the dying with the light of your presence, and lead them through death to eternal life.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
As we travel on the journey to our heavenly home, let your light shine on us, so that we may see your glory and, together with the angels and all your people, praise our heavenly Father, now and forever.
Amen.

A LITANY OF INTERCESSION
This litany is for two readers (one could be the minister) and the congregation. It could also be used as the prayer of the church for the day.

A. 	We have celebrated Christmas with Mary and Joseph.
B.	We have rejoiced with the angels and the shepherds.
A.	We have celebrated the birth of Christ Jesus, our Lord.
B.	Lord, you came to live among us, caring, loving and healing us.
A.	Make us your arms, your hands and your feet.
B.	Use us to care for your people.
C.	Lord Jesus, be with us.

A.	Lord, you bring peace with God and pardon.
B.	Bring peace to our hearts and love to our homes.
A.	Guide the nations; let there be justice; let there be hope.
C.	Lord Jesus, be with us.

B.	Lord, you blessed the home of Mary and Joseph.
A.	Bless our homes this Christmas and make our families a blessing to others.
B.	You were born in a stable, then driven out as a refugee.
A.	Shelter the homeless.
B.	Open our hearts to those in need.
C.	Lord Jesus, be with us.

A.	Lord, you were born among the poor.
B.	You experienced hurt and pain and disappointment.
A.	Strengthen the weak.
B.	Care for the sick.
A.	Comfort those who are suffering.
C.	Lord Jesus, be with us.

B.	Lord, you bring joy to all people.
A.	Be a friend to the lonely.
B.	Lift up the depressed.
A.	Your birth brings new life to the world.
B.	Give life and health to all babies,
A.	to the unborn, and to those who are born this night.
B.	Go with the dying into their darkness,
A.	and lead them to resurrection.
C.	Lord Jesus, be with us.

B.	Be with us tonight/today and always.
A.	Be with us as we journey through this life and when our life here ends,
B.	so that we may see your glory in heaven,
A.	and with the angels and all your people,
B.	praise the heavenly Father,
C.	now and forever. Amen.

A PRAYER OF THANKS AND COMMITMENT
This thanksgiving prayer may be appropriate in some circumstances. Each prayer may be prayed by a separate person (including children).

We thank you, heavenly Father,
for all the human players
you assigned leading roles
in the drama of the birth
of your only Son.

We thank you for Joseph,
who obeyed your angel
against his own inclinations,
and took Mary as his wife.

We thank you for Mary,
who believed in the word:
Nothing is impossible for God,
when all reason shouted:
This can't be true!

We thank you for Caesar Augustus,
who proclaimed a census
which rippled its effect
down to this very day.

We thank you that ordinary people
like the shepherds
were the first to see
and to celebrate
the newborn Saviour,
Christ the Lord.

We thank you for those
who contributed to the story
of the child's growing:
Simeon and Anna who rejoiced over him,
and wise men concerned for the safety of his life.

For all who obeyed and trusted,
or unwittingly complied with your plan;
for those who preserved this story
and wrote it down,
and those who passed it
through the generations to us,
we thank you, heavenly Father.
Use us as your willing participants
in the continuing life of your only Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
the Saviour of the world.

SEASONAL PREFACE
The seasonal preface given in the documents for each Sunday and festival is a modernised text recommended for use by the Department of Liturgics with all forms of the liturgy (originally released with the Approved Worship Services disk, in the Service - Alternative Form and the Sing the Feast settings). However, at this stage, these modernised prefaces have not been set to music for singing by the presiding minister. 

The modernised text for Christmas is:

It is indeed right and good,
Lord God, holy Father,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
You have revealed your glorious presence to us
in a new way
through the mystery of the Word made flesh,
so that as we see you in your Son,
we are drawn to love you
whom we cannot see.
And so, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we adore and praise your glorious name:

Until music is made available for these modernised texts, those who sing the prefaces may either attempt to adapt the relevant chant to the new words, or use the original texts on pages 20 to 23 of the music edition of the Supplement to the Lutheran Hymnal (for the Service with Communion) or pages 101 to 103 (for the Service - Alternative Form). For convenience, these texts for the sung form of the seasonal prefaces for Christmas are given here:

For the Service with Communion:
It is truly fitting and right, 
and for our lasting good, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
For in the mystery of the Word made flesh
you have given us
a new revelation of your glory,
that, seeing you in the person of your Son,
we may be drawn to the love of those things
which are not seen.
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and magnify your glorious name, 
evermore praising you and saying:

OR, for the Service - Alternative Form
It is indeed right and salutary, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
offer thanks and praise to you, 
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory;
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

OR, if the Modern Liturgy  (originally from Worship Today) is used:
Who came to earth for us
in great humility,
and by his birth and life
has shown your love to all.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
If the eucharistic (thanksgiving) prayer from the Service - Alternative Form or Sing the Feast is used, the last sentence of its opening paragraph may be modified as follows.
. . . whose birth and life, whose death and resurrection, for our salvation . . .

If the prayer from the Modern Liturgy (Worship Today) is used, it could be modified:
. . . all that he has done for us in his birth and life, his death and resurrection . . . 

Or one of the following variations could be used.

A. A modified form of the prayer in the Service - Alternative Form (also in the Sing the Feast settings).

All praise and thanks be to you, eternal God, holy Father,
together with your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, who unites your people in love.
We thank you for creating all things.
We thank you for calling and rescuing your chosen people.
Above all we thank and praise you
for keeping your promise to the people of old
and sending your Son Jesus Christ as a human being,
born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit.
And so we remember his life, death and resurrection
for our salvation as he comes to us in this holy meal.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

B. A modified form of the prayer in the Modern Liturgy (originally from Worship Today).

Gracious Father,
we therefore remember the sacrifice of our Lord in celebration,
as we receive his body and blood
with this bread and wine.
We rejoice to receive all that he has done for us.
We thank you that he came into the world as a human being,
born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit,
to be our Redeemer.
Fill us with your Holy Spirit,
so that we who receive the body and blood of Christ
may live as true members of the body of your Son.
Amen.

COMMUNION INVITATION
The following invitation may be used before communion throughout the Christmas season. The congregation may respond with the words 'Thanks be to God' after the verse, before the invitation, 'Come . . .' 

Jesus says: 'I am the living bread
that came down from heaven.
The bread that I will give you is my flesh,
which I give so that the world may live.'
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Either of these two prayers may be used after communion during the Christmas season.

Heavenly Father, renew our lives
as we celebrate the beginning
of your Son's life on earth,
and strengthen us
who have taken his body and blood.
For he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OR
Father, in this good, beautiful world,
where chaos and disorder
sometimes threaten to overwhelm
all that you have made:
let us see in the cradle and the cross of Jesus
the proof of your endless care
and the extent of your faithfulness;
and thus, empowered by your commitment
to all that you have made,
may we continue to seek
and to do your will,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A PRAYER BEFORE THE BLESSING
This prayer may be used before the blessing, perhaps instead of the 'Let us praise the Lord' response.

We bless you, Christmas Christ.
Your cradle was so low that shepherds,
poorest and simplest of earthly folk,
could kneel beside it
and look level-eyed into the face of God.
We bless you, Christmas Christ.
Your cradle was so high that the wise men,
lords of learning and wealth,
could still come to it by a star's pathway
to place their gifts in your tiny bed.
We bless you, Christmas Christ,
that you grew to manhood among us,
worked as a carpenter,
lived in a common family,
enjoyed our joys,
suffered our sorrows,
and finally took our place on the cross.
Let us hurry to seek you, Christmas Christ,
to find in you the comfort
and the solace of the living God.
For you are here for all,
both low and high,
our God with us.
Amen.

SEASONAL BLESSING
One of the following blessings for the Christmas season may be used together with (ie before) the usual blessing in the order of service.

(May) Christ the Son of God give you joy and peace by his presence with you; . . . (the blessing follows)

OR
The Christ is born for us!
God's Son is given to us!
May joy and peace come to you
as you celebrate the birth of Christ; . . . (the blessing follows)

OR
Go from this holy place like the shepherds,
back to your ordinary work.
Take with you what you have seen and heard.
Make the child known,
and lift up the face of God; . . . (the blessing follows)

OR, a blessing prayer suitable for layreaders
God the Father, our maker;
God the Son, born among us;
God the Holy Spirit, calling us,
bless, protect and keep us
and all for whom we pray,
now and forever.
Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

SOURCES
The following are the main sources for suggested hymns and songs:

Lutheran Hymnal with Supplement (LHS)
The 'All Together' songbooks (AT)
Together in Song: Australian Hymn Book II (TIS)
Revised texts: Modernised 'Lutheran Hymnal' hymns (see the 'Modernised Lutheran Hymnal hymns' folder). These modernised hymns are usually indicated with an asterisk (*) and the words 'Modernised version available'.
Some new hymns/songs. 

Permission is given for the new songs/hymns and new versions to be reproduced by congregations for non-commercial worship purposes (with acknowledgment).

LORD, HAVE MERCY
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Hymns and songs', 'Lord, have mercy', in this folder for metrical paraphrases of the 'Lord, have mercy'. Below are two Christmas versions.

The following 'Lord, have mercy' may be sung to the tune of 'Once in royal David's city' (LH 632, TIS 312).

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, 
hear our prayer and rescue us.
Son of God and Son of Mary, 
Jesus Christ, in you we trust.
Lord, have mercy, 
Christ, have mercy, 
Lord, have mercy on us now. 

Here is a metrical 'Lord, have mercy' by David Schubert. It is to the metre 8.6.8.6, so there are plenty of available tunes, eg the Christmas carol tune of LH 624, TIS 299. Note that there is also a 'Lamb of God' (below, under 'Hymns and songs', 'Lamb of God') to the same metre, so consider singing the 'Lord, have mercy' here to the same tune as the 'Lamb of God' before communion, to help give a unity to the liturgy if hymnic parts are used. The pastor/cantor/choir could sing lines 1 and 3, or they could be sung by only men or only women, alternating verse by verse, and then the whole congregation could sing lines 2 and 4 in each verseas a repeated response.

Our Lord made flesh, we pray to you,
in mercy hear us, Lord.
Look down in pity on our needs,
have mercy on us, Lord.

Our Lord made flesh, we pray to you,
in mercy hear us, Christ.
Defend and help and comfort us,
have mercy on us, Christ. 

Our Lord made flesh, we pray to you,
in mercy hear us, Lord.
Be with your people, give us peace,
have mercy on us, Lord.

HYMN OF ADORATION
'Glory to God in the highest' is particularly appropriate for Christmas. For metrical paraphrases, see the document 'General notes and resources' in this folder, under 'Hymns and songs', 'Hymn of adoration'.

HALLELUJAH HYMN
One of these Christmas hallelujah hymns could be used after the second reading instead of the triple hallelujah (alleluia) or alleluia verse: LHS 20*, 28*, 32 (*modernised versions of 20 and 28 are available).

GOSPEL RESPONSE
The following verse of 'O little town of Bethlehem' (LH 633, TIS 316) may be sung as a response to the gospel. If a gospel procession has been used, this verse is sung as the procession returns to the sanctuary.

O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in;
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!

OFFERTORY
One of the following hymn selections may be sung instead of the offertory for Christmas.

LHS 626, verses 4, 5 (mod.)
Let's kneel with the shepherds, adore him today,
and worship and praise him as gladly as they,
rejoice that he comes as our Saviour from sin,
and join with the angels in singing to him.

Dear Christchild, we bring our own offering to you;
we give you our hearts; keep them loving and true.
O let us be holy, and make us all one
with you, our dear Saviour and God's only Son.

LHS 23, verses 8, 11 (mod.); TIS 296, verses 5, 7
We welcome you, O noble Guest!
Through you our sinful world is blest.
And my poor life you enter, too;
how can I give my thanks to you?

Ah, dearest Jesus, little one,
prepare a bed to lie upon,
a soft clean bed within my heart,
that you and I may never part.

LHS 623, verse 2 (mod.); tune of TIS 313
O Christ, come down in love,
I cannot rise above;
cheer my wearied spirit,
O pure and holy child.
Through all your grace and merit,
blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
draw me close to you,
draw me close to you.

LHS 633, TIS 316, verse 4
O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray.
Cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels,
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Immanuel!

LHS 634, verse 3 (mod.); TIS 318
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all your dear children in your tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

See also the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Hymns and songs', 'Offering hymn', in this folder.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
This 'Holy, holy, holy' may be sung to the tune of 'Hark the herald angels sing' (LH 33, TIS 303).

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
great and ever-present God.
Earth joins heaven as we sing:
Praise to our triumphant king.
In this place let us proclaim
Christ who comes in God's own name;
join with angels as we sing:
Glory to our holy king.
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
great and ever-present God.

Or the following paraphrase could be sung to the tune of LH 19 (TIS 295).

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
great and ever-present God.
Earth joins heaven as we sing:
Praise to our triumphant king

In this place let us proclaim
Christ who comes in God's own name;
Join with angels as we sing:
Glory to our holy king.

For other alternatives, see the document 'General notes and resources' in this folder (under 'Hymns and songs', 'Holy, holy, holy).

LAMB OF GOD
This 'Lamb of God' may be sung to the tune of 'While shepherds watched their flocks by night' (LH 624, TIS 299).

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God,
you take away our sin,
you take the sin of all the world:
have mercy, make us clean.

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God,
you take away our sin,
you take the sin of all the world:
have mercy, make us clean.

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God,
you take away our sin,
you take the sin of all the world:
grant us your peace. Amen.

OR, the following to the tune 'The first nowell' (LHS 744, TIS 301).

O Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world, have mercy we pray.
O Lamb of God, you take away
the sin of the world, have mercy we pray.
	Have mercy on us, show us your love,
	grant us your grace and peace from above.

POST-COMMUNION SONG
These verses from 'From heaven above' (LH 23 mod., TIS 296) may replace the Song of Simeon during Christmas.

We welcome you, O noble Guest!
Through you our sinful world is blest.
And my poor life you enter, too;
how can I give my thanks to you?

For you O Lord, created all,
and yet you have become so small
that you lie in a cattle shed
on straw, where cows and donkeys fed.

Ah dearest Jesus, little one,
prepare a bed to lie upon,
a soft clean bed within my heart,
that you and I may never part.

OR
Some of the hymn verses listed under 'Offertory' above may also be used in the place of the post-communion canticle (ie in place of the Song of Simeon or 'Thank the Lord'), especially the following (for modernised texts, see the offertories above):

LHS 623, verse 2
LHS 633, TIS 316, verse 4
LHS 634, TIS 318, verse 3

BLESSING
Aub Podlich's Christmas Blessing, ATA 194 or LHS 888 or TIS 779 (one verse only - Aub has requested that we do not use any other verses that may be getting around!), may be sung before or after the blessing.

ADDITIONAL HYMNS FOR CHRISTMAS
This hymn is by HR Bramby (1833-1917) from English Hymnal, no. 29, modernised by David Schubert. Possible tunes are LH 392 or 626.

The great God of heaven has come down to earth,
his mother a virgin, and sinless his birth;
the Father eternal his father alone;
he sleeps in the manger; he reigns on the throne.

A babe on the breast of a maiden he lies,
yet sits with the Father on high in the skies;
before him their faces the seraphim hide,
while Joseph stands waiting, unscared, by his side.

See, here is Immanuel, here is the child,
the son that was promised to Mary so mild;
whose power and dominion shall ever increase,
the prince that shall rule in a kingdom of peace.

The Wonderful Counsellor, boundless in might,
the Father's own image, the beam of his light;
yet now he is human and lies in a stall,
weak, helpless and speechless, in measure so small.

O wonder of wonders, which none can unfold:
the Ancient of Days is an hour or two old;
the Maker of all things is made of the earth,
a baby is worshipped, as God comes to birth.

The Word in the bliss of the Godhead remains,
in flesh comes to suffer the keenest of pains.
Then let us adore him, and praise his great love:
to save us poor sinners he comes from above.

The following Christmas communion hymn is by Stephen Pietsch, and is sung to the tune Regent Square (LHS 248, TIS 142) or St Helen (AHB 441, TIS 520).

Christ, who in a wooden manger
made your small and humble bed:
now upon this wooden altar
lay your body and your blood:

Refrain:
Alleluia, alleluia,
in this Christmas eucharist!

Christ, who once a little baby,
praised by shepherds and by kings:
small and great here kneel before you
to receive these holy things:

Christ, who cradled by your mother,
once received her loving kiss:
in our hands we hold your body,
taste your blood upon our lips:

Christ, once glorified by angels,
worshipped by the heavenly host:
gathered here around your table,
we share in their victory feast:

Christ, the child, once born among us
to make your creation whole:
here again in this communion
you are our Immanuel:

The poem 'The Lamb' written by William Blake has been recast by David Schubert as the following hymn, which may be sung to the tune Wollt ihr wissen (LH 163). It could be sung by a child or children holding a toy woolly white lamb (perhaps from the manger scene), with the questions addressed to the lamb. Perhaps the congregation could join in singing a repeat of verse 4.

Who has made you, little lamb?
Who has made you, little lamb?
gave you life and let you feed
by the stream and in the mead;
who has made you, little lamb?

gave you clothing of delight,
softest clothing, woolly, bright;
gave you such a tender voice,
making all the vales rejoice?
Do you know who made the lamb?

I will tell who made the lamb,
I will tell you, little lamb:
he is called by your own name,
for he calls himself a Lamb.
He has made the little lamb.

He is meek and he is mild,
he became a little child:
I a child and you a lamb,
we are called by his own name.
We are called by his own name.

Here is another song adapted from a poem by William Blake called 'On another's sorrow', which may be sung at Christmas time. The following tunes are suggested: Buckland (LH 607), Song 13 [Canterbury] (LH 131), or Vienna (LH 420, TIS 440). It also fits very well to Robin Mann's tune for 'From the air and from the light' (ATO 316) if every two verses are sung as one verse, but in order to fit properly, a final four lines are required at the end. We have suggested a possibility if you wish to use this tune.

Can I see another's woe,
and not be in sorrow too?
Can I see another's grief,
and not seek for kind relief?

And can he who smiles on all
hear the wren with sorrow small,
hear the small bird's grief and care,
hear the woes that infants bear,

and not sit beside the nest,
pouring pity in their breast;
and not sit the cradle near,
weeping tear on infant's tear;

and not sit both night and day,
wiping all our tears away?
O no, never can it be,
never, never can it be!

He does give his joy to all;
he becomes an infant small;
he becomes a man of woe;
he does feel the sorrow too.

Do not think you sigh a sigh
and your maker is not by;
do not think you weep a tear
and your maker is not near.

O he gives to us his joy
that our grief he may destroy;
till our grief is fled and gone
he does sit by us and moan.

If using the ATO 316 tune, add these final four lines. 
[He can't see another's woe,
and not be in sorrow too;
he can't see another's grief,
and not seek for kind relief.]

'TOGETHER AT CHRISTMAS'
Together at Christmas, published by Lutheran Publishing House in 1987, contains 100 carols and songs.

'ALL TOGETHER' SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS
The following 'All Together' songs could be considered for use at Christmas.

3	Good morning; peace
17	Emmanuel: God is with us
33	For unto us a child is born
37	Unto us a child is born
126	The light of Christ
128	I am the Light of the world
132	Anna's song
133	Jesus set us free (esp v 1 & chorus)
134	At Christmas time the birds all sing
141	Born in the night, Mary's child
190	The way is low
194	A Christmas blessing
217	Lord, the light of your love
221	They were waiting
227	Allelu! (vv 1,2, 6 & chorus)
231	A cry in the night (esp v 1)
242	Son of the Father (v 1)
244	We have see the Word of life (v 1)
261	The Servant King
262	Shine on me, Lord
317	Glory, glory, glory
318	Glory to God
338	God in human shoes (v 1 & chorus)
371	Singing glory
409	We are marching in the light of God

'TOGETHER IN SONG' HYMNS/SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS
Hymns and songs suggested for Christmas Eve and Christmas are listed in the Church's Year index on p 1090 of the harmony edition of TIS.

TAIZE SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS
Taize songs may be used in a separate service, or they may be used in the service with holy communion as meditative responses to readings, as replacements for the equivalent section of the liturgy (eg Kyries may replace the 'Lord, have mercy'), as simple chants to be sung during communion, or as sung responses to the intercessions. Here are some suitable for Christmas.

Music from Taize, volume 1
Adoramus te Domine II
Gloria I - III
Gloria tibi Domine
Lord, we worship you
Magnificat
Nunc dimittis
Sanctum nomen Domini

Music from Taize, volume 2
Gaudete
O poverty

IONA COMMUNITY SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS
Here is a list of some of the available volumes of Iona music and recordings, and those songs that are suitable for Christmas. Note that the Iona Community is willing to allow a church or worship assembly to reproduce the words only of a song from these publications on a service sheet or overhead transparency that is to be used once only on a non-commercial basis, provided that the title of the song and the name of the copyright holder is clearly shown.

John L Bell, Innkeepers and Light Sleepers
Contains seventeen new songs especially for Christmas. Available in both songbook and cassette.

John L Bell, Psalms of patience, protest and praise
Sung by Wild Goose Worship Group, available in songbook and cassette. Twenty-four songs from the Psalms, paraphrased and arranged by John Bell.

John L Bell & Graham Maule, Wild Goose Songs Vol. 1 Heaven Shall Not Wait 
Sung by Wild Goose Worship Group, available as songbook and cassette. Sixty-two songs of creation, the incarnation and the life of Jesus.

Suggested for Christmas
I am for you	page 12
The Word	page 42
The carol of God's choice	page 44
God's surprise	page 46
The carol of the nativity	page 48
Hodie	page 50
The aye carol	page 52
Cloth for the cradle	page 54
Once in Judah's least-known city	page 56
Deo gratias	page 58
God bless us and disturb us	page 60
Sing a different song	page 62
The son of Mary	page 83

John L Bell & Graham Maule, Wild Goose Songs Vol. 2 Enemy of Apathy 
Available as songbook. Contains sixty-two songs and chants for Lent, Eastertide and Pentecost.

Suggested for Christmas
O bless the Lord	page 122

John L Bell & Graham Maule, Wild Goose Songs Vol. 3 Love from Below 

Available as songbook and cassette. Contains sixty-two songs of discipleship and the church's sacraments and seasons.

Suggested for Christmas
Love from below	page 14 (baptism)

CANTICLES
For guidelines on using canticles as well as different versions of the texts, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Canticles', in this folder. Particularly suitable for Christmas are the following.

The 'Glory to God in the highest' is the traditional canticle at Christmas, as it is the song of the angels to the shepherds. 

The Song of Mary is also especially appropriate.

One of the canticles of Isaiah, especially in Isaiah 9:2,3, 6,7, may also be sung or said. The following text is modified from the New Revised Standard Version. If this is to be chanted, the tune for 'O come, let us sing to the Lord' (Matins, LHS pages 37, 38) may be used with the pointing as given below. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
	those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on thëm light has 		shined.
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
	they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, *
		as people exult when dividing plunder.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
	authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
	Everlasting Father, Prïnce of Peace.
His authority shall continually grow,
	and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and 		his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
	from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
	will accömplish this.

Note also that there are hymns and songs that include parts of this canticle: LHS 30 The people that in darkness sat and TIS 274 The people that in darkness walked, ATN 33, and ATN 37.

Here is ATN 37 with extra verses which will make it the complete canticle. Verse two is by Geoff Strelan; the rest have been added by David Schütz. This song may be sung as a round.

Over those who live in night, a great light has risen,
giving joy to all the earth, blessing to our nation.

Unto us a child is born, and a son is given,
his shall be the government, and the throne of heaven.

We shall know him by these names: Everlasting Father,
Prince of peace and Mighty God, Counsellor of wisdom.

His authority will grow, and the throne of David
will establish righteousness. God himself will do this!

CAROL SERVICE 
See the separate document, 'A festival of Christmas readings and carols' in the 'Rites and services' folder for a full Christmas carols service. This service is from the Approved Worship Services disk (and coil bound print-out).


MUSIC

REFERENCES
For various music resources and guidelines, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Music', in this folder. See also in this folder the document 'Indexes to Music Packages'.

BACH'S CHRISTMAS ORATORIO
JS Bach's Christmas Oratorio, particularly the first part, has a wonderful Christmas celebratory spirit. If any congregational choir and orchestra is ambitious enough to attempt the opening chorus, 'Jauchzet, frohlocket', at the beginning of the Christmas service, they might like to try the following metrical English translation by David Schubert. The words could be printed out in the service order or bulletin or projected onto the overhead screen for the congregation to follow.

Joyful, be joyful! Come, sing out with gladness.
Tell what the Highest has done here this day.
Do not be fearful, abandon all sadness.
Lift up your voices with praises and joy.
Serve the Almighty by singing his glory.
Let us all worship the Lord and adore him!


VISUAL ARTS

GENERAL
For general guidelines and ideas, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Visual arts', in this folder.

COLOURS
From Christmas Eve (traditionally sunset, or from the first service for Christmas Eve), and throughout the twelve days of Christmas until Epiphany, use white paraments and vestments. White symbolises joy, purity and glory. Gold is the most appropriate colour for fringes and designs on the white background. Gold and green may also be used to supplement white in decorating the church. White flowers are especially appropriate.

FLOWERS AND DISPLAYS
Flowers: 1) A large white arrangement with a touch of red. Or 2) A white arrangement in the shape of a star. Gladioli can be used for the points of the star, with smaller flowers such as daisies or carnations in the centre of the arrangement. This can be placed in a floral bat and attached to a stand. Or 3) A star, the shape outlined with umbrella grass, and white flowers placed inside. (There are two ideas for stars in Church Flowers with a Message by Agnes Ritter; however, the flowers for the star could be only white.)

Displays: 1) Use the floral arrangement in the second suggestion above with a white drape attached to the stand, and a nativity scene displayed beneath it. Or 2) A Christmas tree with the nativity scene beneath it. The nativity scene could be set up to resemble Bethlehem, with plants and so on added to make it lifelike.

SYMBOLS FOR CHRISTMAS
The following symbols may be used for decoration during Christmas, eg on banners or in bulletins.

Manger (with crown)
Candle
Heraldic angel
Chi rho  This consists of the first two letters of the Greek for 'Christ'. It can take various forms, and can be depicted in gold. The simplest form of chi rho looks like a 'P' with an 'X' superimposed on its stem. This can be elaborated by adding a cross-bar, which with the stem of the 'P' forms a cross. Or an alpha and omega may be added, and the stem of the 'P' made into an anchor shape, thus indicating that Christ is the beginning and the end and our hope.
IHC (name of Jesus)  These letters represent the first three letters of the Greek form of the name 'Jesus'. A modern equivalent could be JESUS (in capitals).
Messianic rose  This symbol, which can also be used for Advent, can consist of a five-petalled white rose. It is a symbol of the promised Messiah; see John 4:25, Isaiah 35:1, Song of Solomon 2:1; also LH 622 (TIS 294) Behold, a rose is growing.

CHRISTMAS TREE
The Christmas tree can help to highlight the festival and season of Christmas by featuring light and other Christmas symbols. Both the tree and the manger scene (see below under 'Manger scene') are especially significant for children (and for the child who continues to live in us all).

Here are some suggestions:

*	Put the tree itself up for the service on the Fourth Sunday of Advent.
*	Add the decorations after the service on the Fourth Sunday in Advent, in time for Christmas Eve - Chrismons could be used, although the traditional bright decorations are also appropriate.
*	Switch on the lights at the midnight candle-light service.
*	Leave the tree up until after the service on Epiphany.
*	Dispose of the tree or save the trunk and use it to make a cross for Good Friday.

MANGER SCENE
Here are some suggestions for the manger scene:

*	If there is a manger scene, try to have it elevated and clearly visible to the children in the congregation.
*	At some time over the Christmas season, invite the children to come and have a look, perhaps after the service or as part of the children's address time.
*	Consider making a life-size manger scene.
*	Erect the scene at the entrance to the church, where all may see it as they come into the church.
*	Use figures in the scene that have been made by members of the congregation or Sunday school.
*	Consider setting up the scene progressively. For example:
	Advent 1: Erect the stable
	Advent 2: Add the sheep and cattle
	Advent 3: Add the manger
	Advent 4: Add Mary and Joseph
	Christmas: Add the infant Jesus, the angels and the shepherds
	Epiphany: Add the wise men.
*	Use the suggestion given below under 'Drama', 'Procession to the manger scene', for a procession to the manger scene as a part of one of the Christmas services.

CANDLES
Carols by candle-light are a traditional part of Australian Christmas, even if it is still broad daylight when we are using them! If observing a Christmas Eve service after sunset, however, it makes good sense to take the opportunity to use candle-light. Here are some suggestions:

* Hand-held candles
A convenient arrangement for hand-held candles is to have a long thin candle inserted into a circle of cardboard with a hole in the middle to protect hands from drips. Candles for this purpose may be bought quite cheaply. As a quicker alternatives to the cardboard circles, paper serviettes may be used. Without unfolding the serviette, placed it over the curled hand (thumb on top), and the candle pressed down into the hand and clenched by the fingers. This causes the serviette to fan out around the candle and effectively catches the drips.

However, there are drawbacks with using long thin candles - for instance, they drip onto the carpet (always a concern for cleaners) and they cannot be put down. As an alternative, consider using the small cheap tea-light candles. Purchase inexpensive clear drinking glasses (which can be reused each year), and place the lighted tea-light into the base of the glass. This way, there are no drips, the candles can be put down safely, and the candle will last for a full service.

* Pew candles
Some congregations have discovered an effective way of decorating their church for festivals by making a set of candle poles that can be screwed onto the aisle end of each pew. The poles should be higher than head height (2 metres or more when fixed onto the pews). A spike can be fixed to the top of each pole for a candle to be inserted or a hole can be made. Small foil pie plates or nut bowls can be put on top of each pole to catch the drips.


DRAMA

GENERAL
For ideas involving drama and dramatisation, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Drama and movement', in this folder.

BELLS
Either the church bells or handbells may be rung during the singing of 'Glory to God in the highest' on Christmas Eve, Christmas midnight or early morning, or Christmas Day. Or bells (or a drum roll) could be used to highlight the saying of 'and became truly human' in the Nicene Creed or 'born of the Virgin Mary' in the Apostles' Creed.

'CHRISTMAS IN THE SCRUB'
The song 'Christmas in the scrub' by Leigh Newton (ATA 134) provides ample opportunity for children to sing and dramatise. Main characters are a kangaroo, a bandicoot, and a crow, but there are also birds, rabbits, lizards, cockatoos, platypus and kookaburras in this Australian-style carol.

'OUTBACK CHRISTMAS'
A full-scale production of Outback Christmas by Norman Habel and Robin Mann may be considered for the Christmas season. On the humpy hills of Bethlehem, a children's story by Norman Habel (Gloria series, Openbook, 1994), is also suitable for visual presentation, acting, reading, and representation of God's fire-cloud Gloria. This was done at St Stephen's, Wakefield St, Adelaide some years ago using slides and OHTs. Contact St Stephen's or Norm for more information.

'LET'S MAKE A SCENE'
Verena Johnson's plays in her Let's Make a Scene books (published by Openbook) contain a number of plays relevant to Christmas. 

A CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE 
This dialogue is adapted by David Schubert from an 11th century Christmas trope (ie a chanted Latin dialogue). The brief drama is conducted after the 'Glory to God in the highest', before the prayer of the day (collect). Because it is so short, it is probably best done with minimum props and costumes, and with as little delay before its performance as possible.

Scene: Mary, sitting at a manger. Shepherds approach the manger. Another person plays the part of the questioner.

Questioner: 	Shepherds, who are you looking for at the manger?
Shepherds: 	We are looking for Christ the Saviour. The angel said we would find the newborn Lord wrapped in swaddling-clothes.
Questioner: 	The child is here with Mary his mother. The prophet Isaiah said long ago: 'A virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel, God with us'. And now as you go, tell others that he is born.
Congreg:	Alleluia! To us a child is born! God has sent his own Son. Alleluia!

The players leave, but Mary could remain a while (eg to the end of the gospel).

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS SERVICE
See the document 'Service with the Christmas story' in the 'Rites and services' folder', which is suitable for use with children at Christmas Eve or some other suitable occasion. This order is from the Approved Worship Services disk and coil bound print-out.

PROCESSION TO THE MANGER SCENE
A procession to the manger scene such as the following may form part of the service on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. It may take place after the sermon or creed.

The minister or an assistant begins the procession by saying:
As the shepherds went to find the Lord Jesus in Bethlehem, let us go in procession to the manger, to present our prayers to the Lord.

The procession begins from the narthex and goes up the aisle to the place where the manger scene has been erected. Members of the congregation join the procession as it passes their pew. The procession may be led by the processional cross.

A carol may be sung during the procession, eg 'O come all ye faithful'. The people may carry lighted candles.

When all have arrived at the manger scene, the following responses are said.

Now God's home is with humankind!
He will live with them, and they will be his people.
God himself is with us. Alleluia.
Come, let us adore him. Alleluia.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, you have given us your only Son to take our nature upon himself, and to be born of a pure virgin. Bless this manger scene, that it may be a sign of his humble birth among us. As we have joyfully welcomed his coming on earth, strengthen us to greet him when he comes again in glory. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

The children may sing a carol, eg Away in a manger.

The prayers for the day may be said at this point, while the congregation is gathered around the manger scene.

The procession then returns to the altar, and the people take their places once again in the church. This may be done during the singing of a carol.

'FROM HEAVEN ABOVE'
The Luther hymn 'From heaven above' could be dramatised by having the various verses sung by different voices, and the 'Angel' and children could do a dramatised/mimed performance of the song (using the modernised version).

Angel(s) appears to the shepherds and sings:

Angel:	From heaven above to earth I come.
	I have good news for everyone.
	This story that I come to bring
	is wonderful, and makes me sing:

	To you this night a child is born,
	a chosen virgin's little son.
	This tiny helpless baby boy
	will be your great delight and joy.

	This is the Christ, our God most high,
	who hears your sad and troubled cry;
	for he will be your Saviour here,
	to set you free from sin and fear.

Shepherds go to the manger scene (where Mary and Joseph and the child are) and sing:

Shepherds:	Let's look inside this cattle shed.
	Who lies there in that manger-bed?
	Who is that lovely little one?
	The baby Jesus, God's dear Son.

The congregation joins the shepherds in singing:

Congregation:	We welcome you, O noble Guest!
	Through you our sinful world is blest.
	And my poor life you enter, too:
	how can I give my thanks to you?

	For you, O Lord, created all,
	and yet you have become so small
	that you lie in a cattle shed
	on straw, where cows and donkeys fed.

One of the shepherds, or another child, kneels before the manger and sings:

Child:	Ah, dearest Jesus, little one,
	prepare a bed to lie upon,
	a soft clean bed within my heart,
	that you and I may never part.

The same child, or another (perhaps one of the shepherds), sings this verse:

Child:	For joy, then, let me jump and sing
	and join the praise the angels bring,
	the only fitting lullaby,
	the sweetest song they sang on high:

The whole congregation joins in singing:

Congregation:	'Glory to God on his high throne
	for he has given us his Son!'
	And so the angels bring us cheer,
	to everyone a glad new year.

COMMUNION VESSELS IN THE MANGER
If the eucharist is celebrated at Christmas, the communion vessels could be placed in the manger at the beginning of the service, wrapped in a baby's shawl. At the offertory, the communion vessels are brought to the altar for communion, and after the distribution, they may be returned there. This emphasises the fact that Christ is still 'enfleshed' among us through the sacrament of the altar.


CHILDREN

GENERAL
For guidelines and general ideas on involving children, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Involving children', in this folder. A procession with candles and carol singing is an example of a dramatic rite which can speak to all people, including children.

CHRISTMAS INVOLVEMENT
Many of the suggestions above involve children, for instance:

Children's Christmas service 
Prayers, eg offering
'The Lamb' (under 'Additional hymns for Christmas')
Christmas tree
Manger scene
'Christmas in the Scrub'
'Outback Christmas'
Procession to the manger scene
'From heaven above'


