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Proper 22 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 2 AND 8 Oct (Proper 22), year C

2019 - 06 October (17th Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 02 October (17th Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 05 October (17th Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 08 October (18th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 05 October (18th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 08 October (19th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 04 October (19th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

The grace of God has now been revealed 
through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus.  
(2 Tim 1:10a NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O almighty and most merciful God, 
in your bountiful goodness 
keep us from all things that may hurt us, 
that we may be ready both in body and soul 
cheerfully to accomplish those things 
that are according to your will; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Almighty and merciful God, 
in your goodness defend us 
from everything that might hurt us, 
so that we may be ready in body and soul 
to do cheerfully what is according to your will. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray that we may live by faith. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God, 
you have ordered our earthly life 
that we must walk by faith and not by sight. 
Give us such trust in your fatherly care 
that we show our faith 
by our courage in the face of all perplexities. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray that we faithfully serve God. [silence])
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us, your unworthy servants, 
and make our faith stronger, 
so that we serve you obediently 
throughout our lives. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Lamentations 1:1-6 The deserted city of Jerusalem
Psalm: Lamentations 3:19-26 
Antiphon: 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.  (Lam 3:22a NRSV)
OR, this psalm: 
Psalm 137
Antiphon: 
How could we sing the Lord's song in a foreign land?  
(Ps 137:4 NRSV)

OR, 1b
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 The righteous will live by faith
Psalm 37:1-9
Antiphon: 
Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him.  (Ps 37:7a NRSV)

SECOND READING
2 Timothy 1:1-14 Encouragement to be faithful

ALLELUIA VERSE (2 Tim 1:10b NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
Our Saviour, Christ Jesus, has destroyed death 
and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 17:5-10 Faith and duty

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, that we can serve you. 
Increase our faith, 
and make us good servants. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, 
you have saved us and called us to a holy life. 
Let our faith be shown in service to you 
and love to other people. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
With the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, and in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus, let us bring our prayers to God our Father.

The regular response, OR:
Lord, increase our faith,
and hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for pastors, who have received God's gift for the ministry in the laying on of hands
*	for those who suffer for the gospel
*	for all baptised children and for those who teach them the faith
*	for grandparents
*	for those who work in business, commerce and industry
*	for all Christians, that their faith might be increased 

Concluding prayer
Lord, you have called us to be your servants in the world. Give us the faith we need for this task, and hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and merciful God, 
thank you for showing your love for us 
in this sacrament. 
As we walk throughout this earthly life by faith, 
give us such trust in your fatherly care 
that we show our faith 
by our courage in the face of all perplexities. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be strong in faith.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Lamentations 1:1-6
-

First reading (b): Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
LHS
16	Hail to the Lord's Anointed G6
310	Out of the depths I cry to Thee* (alt tune 404, G9)
321	Faith is a living power from heaven* G5
490	O Son of God, we wait for Thee* G3
731	Come, Lord Jesus, come GS
AT
20	Come, Lord Jesus, come
286	Sorrowing song
TIS
160	Father all-loving and ruling in majesty
275	Hail to the Lord's anointed
616	O day of God, draw near
657	God of freedom, God of justice

Second reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14
LHS
118	O Holy Ghost, to Thee we all pray* G3
119	Come down, O Love divine G9
121	Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord* G4
122	O Holy Ghost, Thou gift divine* G5
124	O Holy Spirit, enter Thou* G3
134	Come, O come, Thou quickening Spirit* G3
178	Dearest Saviour, hear my promise G3
197	Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word* G5
773	Filled with the Spirit's power G7
829	I was made a Christian G5 (baptism)
842	Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing G3 (holy communion)
845	Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands G5
860	When this earth was created GS
AT
99	Pentecost prayer
264	Spirit of God
448	Loving Spirit
TIS
140	Firmly I believe and truly
398	Come down, O Love divine
399	Come, Spirit of God, holy Lord
400	O Holy Spirit, enter in
411	Filled with the Spirit’s power
414	There's a spirit in the air
417	Loving Spirit, loving Spirit
422	Come, Holy Spirit, come
436	Lord, keep us steadfast in your word
496	Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands
562	I'm not ashamed to own my Lord
572	O Thou who camest from above
690	Beauty for brokenness
717	Give thanks with a grateful heart

Gospel: Luke 17:5-10
LHS
265	How blest are they who hear God's Word* G3
346	Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go G5
379	Lord of creation, to Thee be all praise G6
395	O for a faith that will not shrink* G7
499	Lord Jesus Christ, to us attend* G9
507	Open now thy gates of beauty* G3
AT
292	Because we bear your name 
357	Give us hearts to know you, Lord (v 4)
376	Faith, hope and love
TIS
169	Our God, we know your providence
571	Forth in your name, O Lord, I go
626	Lord of creation, to you be all praise
686	Lord Jesus, we belong to you

Lamentations 3:19-26
For a musical setting of the canticle Lamentations 3:19-26, see Music Package 9.

Or the song 'The steadfast love of the Lord' (ATN 153) may be used. The song may be used as a chorus or antiphon and the rest of the 'psalm' could be read by a cantor, or sung to a simple chant in the same key.

PSALM 137
For a musical setting of Psalm 137, see Music Package 9. TIS 85, By the Babylonian waters, is a version of Psalm 137:1-6.

Psalm 37:1-9
For a musical setting of Psalm 37:1-9, see Music Package 9. Music Package 7 also has settings of Psalm 37:1-11,39,40.

The following metrical paraphrase of Psalm 37:1-9 by David Schütz may be sung to the tune All Saints (LH 165). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm. 

Do not fret about the wicked;
envy not their unjust gain.
Soon they all will die and wither
like the grass upon the plain.
Long life in the land is yours,
when you trust in God the Lord.

Take delight in God, and he will
give you all that you desire.
Put your life into the Lord's hands,
trust and he'll do what's required.
He will make your justice bright,
clear as noonday's shining light.

So, be still and wait in patience;
in God's presence take your stand.
Do not fret about the wicked,
those who make their evil plans.
Anger, rage and wrath forget,
evil comes to those who fret!

Though the wicked shall be cut off,
those who wait upon the Lord
will receive the land of promise
as their birthright and reward.
Soon the wicked will be gone,
though you look, they won't be found.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

LAMENTATIONS 1:1-6: How desolate! This prophetical dirge laments the sacking of Jerusalem (here called by its holy name, Zion) by the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar in 387 BC. The city is pictured as a lonely and deserted woman, bereft of her children, her family, and her honour. The repeated prophecies of God's messengers have now tragically been fulfilled. Her former ill-chosen allies (here termed lovers) have deserted her and even joined the enemy. Her people have been led off to captivity, leaving the temple demolished, of no value for anyone to find the living God. All this has come about by the peoples' deliberate, repeated and long-standing rejection of the Lord, who had placed them in the land to be his special favoured people.

HABAKKUK 1:1-4; 2:1-4: How could it possible be?! The law of God had been restored by King Josiah but so soon the public morality flouted it, thus rendering it 'slack'. This kind of anarchy bred uncontrolled violence, the wicked getting the better of the righteous. The prophet himself felt that it was as if he were the one looking for trouble, at the behest of God. Habakkuk thus made complaint, but indicated that he would await the Lord's answer (2:1). The Lord's answer came to him as an injunction to record the answer with utmost care and precision and then to broadcast it (2:2). The vision which was given to the prophet would most surely come about, but at God's appointed time. Therefore wait! However, in the meantime the wicked will remain lost in their proud spirit, but the righteous will be preserved and prosper by their faith.

2 TIMOTHY 1:1-14: Paul is writing to the young pastor, Timothy, who was Paul's 'beloved child' through coming to faith and later in training for ministry of the gospel. Paul is a prisoner at Rome at this time and refers joyfully back to the past, making it an occasion for thanksgiving and prayer. He remembers how much both he and Timothy owe to their forebears in regard to the foundation laid for their faith. He urges Timothy that this faith may grow together with his spiritual gifts in unashamed witness for the gospel. God's power will provide this strength, just as God's grace from eternity had bestowed the faith in Jesus Christ and his free redemption, making certain their life in heaven. Neither of them needs to be afraid in their proclamation, despite even imprisonment, for God will surely guard and keep whatever is entrusted to him. Paul urges Timothy to maintain sound teaching in faith and love with the help of the Holy Spirit.

LUKE 17:5-10: The apostles (the twelve) asked the Lord, 'Give us more faith'. Hearing his previous teaching, they realised their need to produce a stronger love than their weakness allowed. The strengthening given in answer to their request came by Jesus' describing the power which accompanies a strong faith. The power he described is limited only by the power of God himself, who responds to that faith. Lest the apostles, or anyone else, should become self-satisfied over the astonishing power which may become evident, Jesus illustrates with a human example. A slave remains a slave even though he may on occasion attain a super-abundant performance of his duties. If it were possible for us to fulfil all our duties for God perfectly, we could still take no personal credit. After all, compared with God himself, or even at a lesser level the holy angels, we still remain worthless servants.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the reading from Lamentations could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Lamentations 1:1-2.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the reading from Habakkuk could be read by three readers: narrator, Habakkuk, and the Lord.


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'The fall of Jericho (Joshua 5:13 - 6:27)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year B, Semester 2, 14 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 22.

