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Proper 8 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 26 June AND 2 JULY (Proper 8),
year C

2019 - 30 June (3rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 26 June (3rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 29 June (3rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 02 July (4th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 29 June (4th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 02 July (5th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 28 June (5th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
If we live by the Spirit, 
let us also be guided by the Spirit.  (Gal 5:24,25 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

INTRODUCTION TO CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The following may be said before the confession.

Friends in Christ: 
The works of the flesh are obvious: 
fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousy, anger, 
quarrels, dissensions, factions, 
envy, drunkenness, carousing, 
and things like these. 
St Paul warns us: 
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Therefore . . .
Continue with the invitation to confession as in the order of service.

After the prayer and questions of confession, before the absolution, the following may be said:
The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. 
There is no law against such things.
Continue with the absolution as in the order of service.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O God, since you have prepared 
for those who love you 
such good things as pass our understanding: 
Pour into our hearts such love for you, 
that we may love you above all things 
and obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord God, you have prepared for those who love you 
good things beyond our understanding. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you 
that we may love you in all things 
and above all things, 
and obtain what you have promised, 
which is more than we can desire. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative:
(Let us pray for power to endure. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God, 
your dear Son willingly endured 
the agony and shame of the cross 
for our sake. 
Give us courage and patience 
to take up our cross and follow him. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray that we are led by the Holy Spirit. [silence])
Christ our Saviour, 
thank you for setting us free 
from slavery to sin 
and the condemnation of the law. 
Make us alive by your Spirit, 
and ready to follow and serve you. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
2 Kings 2:1,2,6-14 Elijah taken to heaven
Psalm 77:1,2,11-20
Antiphon: 
The voice of your thunder was in the whirlwind.  (Ps 77:18 NKJV)

OR, 1b
1 Kings 19:15,16,19-21 The call of Elisha
(Begin: 'The Lord said to Elijah . . .')
Psalm 16
Antiphon: 
Lord, you are my inheritance.  (based on Ps 16:5,6)

SECOND READING
Galatians 5:1,13-25 Freedom in Christ to live by the Spirit

ALLELUIA VERSE (Luke 9:60 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Jesus said:) 'Let the dead bury their own dead; 
but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.'
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 9:51-62 The cost of following Jesus
(If using NRSV, put 'Jesus' instead of 'him' in verse 51)

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, 
thank you for giving up everything for us. 
Help us wholeheartedly to follow you. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Help us, God, 
as followers of Christ 
to offer ourselves and our possessions 
for your service. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Guided by the Spirit, let us come in prayer to our Father in heaven in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The regular response, OR:
Have mercy on us, Lord.
Have mercy on us.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may live by the Spirit
*	for those who have given up everything to follow Christ
*	for those who have answered God's call, that they may be strengthened to endure
*	for those whose love of the world keeps them from loving God
*	for the Queen and the government
*	for respect for human rights throughout the world
*	for all Christians, that we may show the fruit of the Spirit in our lives

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, we belong to your Son, Christ Jesus. Hear our prayers in his name, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. 

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and merciful God, 
your dear Son 
willingly offered up 
his body and blood on the cross 
for our sake. 
Give us courage and patience 
to take up our cross and follow him. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): 2 Kings 2:1,2,6-14
-

First reading (b): 1 Kings 19:15,16,19-21
-

Second reading: Galatians 5:1,13-25
LHS
58 	Lord, little can I offer (Pt II) G3
130	O enter, Lord, Thy temple* G4
295	O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee and adore Thee* G3
296	My maker, be Thou nigh* G5
379	Lord of creation, to Thee be all praise G6
381	O God, our Father, throned on high G7 (alt tune 391, G9)
773	Filled with the Spirit's power G7
774	Holy Spirit, ever dwelling G6
775	Let every Christian pray G7
814	For the fruits of his creation G6
855	Brother, let me be your servant GS
AT
156	He sets us free
184 	Love is the law
191	The servant song
192	Spirit of peace
264	Spirit of God
481	Free to dance
TIS
168	For the fruits of all creation
250	O Christ, when for us you were baptized
410	Holy Spirit, ever dwelling
411	Filled with the Spirit's power
420	Holy Spirit, go before us
563	Let him to whom we now belong
601	O Master, let me walk with Thee
626	Lord of creation, to you be all praise
650	Brother, sister, let me serve you

Gospel: Luke 9:51-62
LHS
151	Jesus, Thy boundless love to me* G5
336	'Come, follow me', the Saviour spake* G3
361	Let us ever walk with Jesus * G5
371	O Jesus, I have promised G5
385	With all my heart I love Thee, Lord* G7
788	Lord, who left the highest heaven G8
AT
307	Walking in the light
372	Teach me your way
401	Follow me
413	The summons
TIS
561	Who would true valour see
595	O Jesus, I have promised

PSALM 77:1,2,11-20
For musical settings of Psalm 77:1,2,11-20, see Music Package 9.

PSALM 16
For musical settings of Psalm 16, see Music Packages 2, 6 and 9.

The following paraphrase by David Schütz may be sung to the tune: 'Now thank we all our God', LH 437, TIS 101. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm. 

Protect me, Lord my God,
in you I find my refuge.
I say, 'You are my Lord;
I've no good thing without you.'
And as for all your saints,
the righteous in the land,
they are the noble ones
in whom is my delight.

Those who choose other gods
will end their days in sorrow.
I will not speak their names,
or share in their blood off'rings.
The Lord maintains my lot,
my portion and my cup.
My future's safe in him,
my heritage is good.

I bless the Lord my God,
who always gives me counsel.
At night he teaches me
and guides my heart to wisdom.
I let God lead the way,
and follow in his steps.
With God close by my side,
I never will be moved.

Therefore my heart is glad,
in you my soul rejoices.
My body rests secure,
when death and grave seem final.
For you won't give me up
nor let me see decay.
You show the path of life
to joy with you always.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

2 KINGS 2:1,2,6-14: Elijah and Elisha both had premonition of Elijah's departure, as did the sons of the prophets (trainee prophets). The striking and parting of the waters of the Jordan is reminiscent of the entry of Israel into Canaan under Joshua. For Elijah it suggested imminent entry into the glory of the heavenly Canaan. For Elisha, it later suggests his entry into important work validated by God with the same sign. The fiery chariot merely separated Elijah from the view of Elisha and the more distant sons of the prophets. He was taken to heaven in the whirlwind. Elisha's cryptic exclamation was probably in recognition of what he saw being greater in power than the chariots and horsemen of Israel.

1 KINGS 19:15,16,19-21: After the events described in last week's reading, Elijah continues to fulfil the commission of the Lord. His first mandate is to enlist Elisha as his helper and successor and to anoint two kings whom God will use later for his purposes. Instead of anointing Elisha, Elijah throws his mantle over him. It is obvious from Elisha's answer that he understands what this means. The 'party' which Elisha gives expresses his complete break with former life which has been entirely his own until now.

GALATIANS 5:1,13-25: Christ has set us free to be truly free. This freedom, though, is not to be confused with the human perversion of freedom, which tends rather to unrestrained license. It is sin and evil which really enslaves. In the new creation, the Christian finds satisfaction in denying those things which enslave, and giving freely those services which express Christ-like love. Of course there is a tug-of-war that needs to be recognised between the flesh and the Spirit. Therefore believers permit the Spirit to lead them out of the fleshly desires which enslave, and to guide them into that harvest of ways which belong to Christian freedom. This cannot be achieved under the regulations of law, but only under the new power of the indwelling Spirit.

LUKE 9:51-62: Samaritans and Jews regarded each other as erring religiously to the extent of exclusion from God's fold. Jesus' response to the disciples' anger over rejection shows that force has no part in the service of the gospel. There may well be another occasion still open in the future for repeated opportunity. In verses 57-62 it becomes clear that the most important work to be done here on earth is to preach the gospel. Mundane pressures which occupy us day by day will always be there, but so will people’s inevitable destiny to hell. To save people for life eternal must surely then be given its due priority. Anyone who is called to special service in the kingdom, but wishes to serve both Christ and the world, is not fit for the kingdom of God.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the first reading from 2 Kings may be illustrated by a picture like the one in the TEV Bible for 2 Kings 2:12. The second reading could be illustrated by a picture of broken shackles. The nine fruits of the Spirit could be illustrated as a list on a scroll, or as a nine-pointed star with one of the fruits written on each point, or as a nine-petalled flower with one of the fruits on each petal. See also the suggestion for children's participation below, under 'Fruits of the Spirit'.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading from 2 Kings could be read by three readers: narrator, Elijah, and Elisha. The first reading from 1 Kings could be read by four readers: narrator, the Lord, Elisha, and Elijah. The gospel could be read by five readers: narrator (the pastor), James/John, first man, second man, third man.


CHILDREN

FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT
Nine children, each with a placard on which is written in large letters one of the fruits of the Spirit, line up as the second reading is read, and as the fruits of the Spirit are mentioned hold up their placards. The placards could be cut in the shape and colour of fruit: for instance, apples, pears, strawberries.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'The fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22,23)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year C, Semester 2, 6 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 8


