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Proper 5 A
LCA Worship Resources -Year A, Time after Pentecost
Sunday BETWEEN 5 and 11 June (if after Trinity)
(Proper 5), year A

2020 - 
2023 - 11 June (2nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2026 - 07 June (2nd Sunday after Pentecost)
2029 - 10 June (3rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2032 - 06 June (3rd Sunday after Pentecost)
2035 - 10 June (4th Sunday after Pentecost)
2038 -  

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

Sentence
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.  (Heb 11:1 NRSV)

OR
The Lord says: 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice, 
and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.'  
(Hos 6:6 NKJV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
O Lord, since you never fail to help and guide 
those whom you bring up in your fear and love: 
Give us continual fear and love 
for your holy name; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord, you never fail to help and guide 
those you bring up in your love. 
Lead us always 
to worship and love your holy name. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new (revised alternative)
(Let us pray for daily renewal. [silence])
Thank you, Lord God, 
that you have cleansed us from sin 
and saved us from the power of the enemy 
through the death and resurrection of your Son. 
Keep us drowning our sinful self 
by repenting day after day, 
and bring to life in us each day 
a new self to live with you forever. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Genesis 12:1-9 The calling of Abraham
Psalm 33:1-12
Antiphon:
Happy are the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.  (based on Ps 33:12)

OR, 1b
Hosea 5:15 - 6:6 God desires mercy, not sacrifice
(Begin: 'The Lord says:'. If using NRSV or NIV, also insert 'The people say:' before v 1 and 'The Lord says:' before v 4)
Psalm 50:7-15
Antiphon:
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving (and pay your vows to the Most High).  (Ps 50:14 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Romans 4:13-25 God's promise to Abraham received through faith

ALLELUIA VERSE (Matt 9:13b NKJV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Jesus said:) 'I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.'
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Matthew 9:9-13,18-26 Jesus calls Matthew, heals a woman, and raises a child

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
for helping and healing people in need. 
Lead us to accept and help others. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Thank you, Lord, for all the good things 
that you have given us. 
Make our lives dedicated to you in response. 
Use us and our gifts to help those in need. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Call to prayer
God shows his great love to us in his Son Jesus Christ. So let us pray to our Father with confidence.

The regular response, OR:
O gracious God,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may grow in faith
*	for the nations of the world and their rulers, that God's will may be done
*	for trade, communications, international corporations and organisations, UN, Red Cross, Amnesty International, Community Aid Abroad, Australian Lutheran World Service
*	for the homeless, children from broken homes, young people in trouble.

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, you love us and have promised to hear us. Answer our prayers according to your wisdom and love, and bring us closer to you. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Thank you, Lord God, 
that you have cleansed us from sin 
through the death and resurrection of your Son 
and have assured us of your forgiveness 
in this healing sacrament. 
Keep us drowning our sinful self 
by repenting day after day, 
and bring to life in us each day 
a new self to live with you forever. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace and follow the Lord.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Genesis 12:1-9
LHS
346	Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go G5
348	Jesus, Master, at Thy word G8
393	O God of Bethel, by whose hand*
456	The God of Abraham praise G7
877	When we walk with the Lord (Trust and obey) GS
AT
114	The promised land
200	One more step
294	God give you joy
295	Here I am, Lord
403	God of Abraham (vv 1,6)
408	May the Lord bless you today
TIS
125	The God of Abraham praise
564	O God of Bethel, by whose hand
571	Forth in your name, O Lord, I go

First reading (b): Hosea 5:15 - 6:6
LHS
305	Today Thy mercy calls us* G3
313	With broken heart and contrite sigh
314	Turn, Lord, Thine anger, and in mercy spare us G4
401	When in the hour of utmost need G3
408	Beloved, it is well*
850	O Father, my Father, I call on your name GS
859	Seek, O seek the Lord, while he is near 
875	There’s a wideness in God’s mercy G9
AT
6	O Father, my Father
322	Lord, where have we left you?
325	Sing to God with joy
331	Turn to me with all your heart
332	We are sorry
354	Change my heart, O God
368	Shelter
398	A child of God
439	Forgiven
TIS
136	There's a wideness in God's mercy
464	Seek, O seek the Lord, while he is near
577	Come, let us to the Lord our God
618	What does the Lord require

Second reading: Romans 4:13-25
LHS
321	Faith is a living power from heaven* G5
322	Dear Christians, one and all rejoice* G3
324	Salvation unto us has come* G5
327	Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness* G3
456	The God of Abraham praise G7
787	Jesus was born for us GS
788	Lord, who left the highest heaven G8
791	O love how deep, how broad, how high G5
852	God loved the world so that he gave G5
AT
143	Jesus dying on the cross
171	Dying you destroyed our death
214	The Lord is my light
336	Faith is
502	Patiently waiting for you
TIS
114	Blest be the everlasting God
116	Begin, my tongue, some heavenly theme
125	The God of Abraham praise
139	O love of God, how strong and true
154	Great is your faithfulness, O God my Father
194	O love how deep, how broad, how high
195	Salvation now to us has come 
196	Dear Christians, one and all rejoice
198	I greet you my Redeemer sure, who lives

Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
LHS
161	How sweet the name of Jesus sounds G5
165	One there is, above all others* G8
305	Today Thy mercy calls us* G3
317	Jesus sinners doth receive* G5
336	‘Come, follow Me,’ the Saviour spake* G3
366	Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult G7
401	When in the hour of utmost need G3
852	God loved the world so that he gave G5
875	There’s a wideness in God’s mercy G9
AT
308	We are called to follow Jesus
311	Be still and know
401	Follow me
413	The summons
441	Jesus was sent
TIS
136	There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
223	How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
472	Father of mercy, God of consolation
589	Jesus call us! O’er the tumult
661	Woman in the night (v 2)
665	Jesus Christ is waiting
692	Sometimes a healing word is comfort
693	Come as you are
737	Lord Jesus Christ, lover of all

psalm 33:1-12 
For musical settings of Psalm 33:1-12, see Music Package 3.

This paraphrase of Psalm 33:1-12, by David Schütz (revised after suggestions from Keith Stiller), may be sung to the tune: Lobe den Herren, LH 442. 

Ring out your joy in the Lord God, all you who love justice!
Sing a new song with the harp, shout, and praise him with music!
His word is right, and all his actions are true.
He loves both justice and fairness.

His love fills all of the earth and his word made the heavens.
He put the seas in their place and he shored up the oceans.
At the Lord's word, earth and its creatures were formed.
Let all creation revere him.

The Lord destroys all the plans and the scheming of nations;
but what he plans in his heart stands unchallenged forever!
Happy are they who worship only the Lord.
He blesses his chosen people.

PSALM 50:7-15
For a musical setting of Psalm 50:7-15, see Music Package 3.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

GENESIS 12:1-9: The history of God's reconstituting his relationship with humankind, broken at the Fall, commences with an arrangement of trust built upon promise. Around 2000 BC God commanded Abram to leave the country of his birth, his family and friends, his culture and livelihood, to take his retinue and possessions to a land yet unknown to him. Abram was 75 years old and Sarai, his wife, being a similar age, was unable to have children. God's word of command was accompanied by the promises of territory to belong to descendants yet unborn. In these descendants Abram would be great and would bring blessing to the people of the whole world. Abram marked his trust by building altars where he worshipped God.

HOSEA 5:15 - 6:6: In the first three verses of this reading Hosea parodies the peoples' shallow and glib resolution to return to the Lord. Their desire for God's restoration seems to be a preoccupation with the material advantage of rains that regenerate fertility of crops and herds, rather than a genuine repentance. In verses 4-6 Hosea presents God's painful response. Because of the empty inadequacy of their love, they have experienced the word of God's judgment. He desires sincerity in repentance rather than empty ritual formality. Our Lord quotes this passage to the Pharisees in today's gospel.

ROMANS 4:13-25: Abraham's relationship with God is cited in this reading from St Paul to illustrate the vital and essential role faith plays in our salvation. The promises which God made to Abraham had no seeming foundation in fact - rather the opposite. Abraham's and Sarah's age, their lack of parenthood in their mature years, the lack of territorial ownership were all insurmountable obstacles which Abraham ignored. His unshakeable trust was counted by God as righteousness which Abraham could never in himself attain. Similarly we who trust in the death and resurrection of Jesus on our behalf to pay for our sins receive God's free gift of accredited righteousness.

MATTHEW 9:9-13,18-26: Matthew, a tax collector, belonged to the class of people considered to be 'sinners'. The religious leaders despised them because these people didn't observe the strict adherence to the law that the Pharisees demanded. Their carping criticism of Jesus for his social association with such people was met by the Lord's quotation of Hosea 6:6. Those who think they are self-sufficient to attain personal righteousness never consider themselves spiritually sick and therefore do not need a doctor. The two people healed in verses 18-26 display the simple trusting faith which leaves all to the Lord and accepts his will and grace in its entirety.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading (1a) from Genesis could be read by two readers: narrator and God. The alternative first reading (1b) from Hosea could be read by three or four readers: one to announce and close the reading, one as the Lord, one or two as the people. The gospel could be read by five readers: narrator (the pastor), Jesus, Pharisee, leader of synagogue, woman.


CHILDREN

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Jesus calls Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year A, Semester 2, 3 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year A, Semester 2, Proper 5.


