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Proper 16 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 21 AND 27 AuG (Proper 16), year C

2019 - 25 August (11th Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 21 August (11th Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 24 August (11th Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 27 August (12th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 24 August (12th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 27 August (13th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 23 August (13th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

You have come to the city of the living God,
and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,
and to the assembly of the firstborn
who are enrolled in heaven.  (Heb 12:22,23 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Almighty and eternal God, 
grant that we may grow in faith, hope, and love; 
and make us love what you command, 
so that we may obtain what you promise; 
through your Son,  
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Almighty and eternal God, 
help us to grow in faith, hope, and love. 
Make us love what you command, 
and give to us what you promise. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray for faith to follow Christ. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God, 
your Son Jesus Christ 
is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Help us to follow him 
and walk along the way 
that leads to eternal life. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray that we please God with our worship. [silence])
Thank you, great and loving God, 
for bringing us into your presence 
with the angels and all your people. 
Fill us with joy as we come 
to receive good gifts from you. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Jeremiah 1:4-10 The Lord calls Jeremiah
Psalm 71:1-6
Antiphon: 
From birth I have relied on you; you brought me forth from my mother's womb.  (Ps 71:6 NIV)

OR, 1b
Isaiah 58:9b-14 The Lord calls on Israel to obey him
Psalm 103:1-8
Antiphon: 
The Lord forgives all your iniquity, and heals all your diseases.  (based on Ps 103:3 NRSV)

SECOND READING
Hebrews 12:18-29 Mount Sinai and Mount Zion contrasted

ALLELUIA VERSE (Psalm 107:19a,20a NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
They cried to the Lord in their trouble:
he sent out his word and healed them.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 13:10-17 Jesus heals a crippled woman on the sabbath
(If using NRSV, begin: 'Jesus was teaching . . .')

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, thank you for your love and mercy 
to people in need. 
Help us to have the same compassion for others. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Loving Lord, 
help us to trust in your care, 
and place ourselves and all we have 
in your hands, 
to use according to your wisdom and goodness. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
We have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God. So let us speak the prayers that are on our hearts and minds.

The regular response, OR
For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord,
hear our prayer.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it may honour all who show kindness and mercy
*	for local government leaders, that they may work to build up their communities
*	for those who are overworked, that they may find release by resting in God
*	for those who are spiritually oppressed
*	for those whose sickness prevents them from coming to worship in God's house
*	for the Jewish people, deprived of the temple, that they may come to worship in the name of Jesus
*	for all Christians, that they may be the presence of Christ to those around them

Concluding prayer
Since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, we give thanks to you, our God, and we offer you our worship with reverence and awe; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and merciful God, 
thank you for the body and blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Help us to follow him 
and walk along the way 
that leads to eternal life. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, and give thanks, for you are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Jeremiah 1:4-10
LHS
227	O Spirit of the living God G5
269	Speak forth Thy word, O Father G4
373	Lord, speak to me, that I may speak* G5
AT
103	Send your servant down the road
296	I, the Lord of sea and sky
305	Thuma mina
323	May the words of my mouth
448	Loving Spirit
TIS
405	O Spirit of the living God
417	Loving spirit, loving Spirit
658	I, the Lord of sea and sky
749	Thuma mina

First reading (b): Isaiah 58:9b-14
LHS
358	Renew me, O eternal light* G3
373	Lord, speak to me, that I may speak* G5
804	The Church of Christ, in every age G5
814	For the fruits of his creation G6
AT
272	Help, O Lord, the thrown away
292	Because we bear your name
301	Prayer of peace
308	We are called to follow Jesus
TIS
168	For the fruits of all creation
686	Lord Jesus, we belong to you
697	All the sleepy should have a place to sleep

Second reading: Hebrews 12:18-29
LHS
69	Glory be to Jesus* G6
191	The Church's one foundation G4
251	Only begotten, Word of God eternal* G6
445	Ye holy angels bright G8
456	The God of Abraham praise G7
501	God Himself is present* G3
504	To Thy temple I repair G5
507	Open now Thy gates of beauty* G3
AT
130	I am covered over
324	Saints of all time
345	Nothing but the blood
TIS
108	You holy angels bright
121	God himself is present
125	The God of Abraham praise
221	Glory to God on high
344	Glory be to Jesus
457	The Church's one foundation

Also J Kleinig's song 'Here we have come' (Music Package 9 pp 150,151) (words below)

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17
LHS
159	O for a thousand tongues to sing* G5
505	Father, who the light this day G4
817	O Jesus Christ, to you may hymns be rising G7
AT
-
TIS
210	O for a thousand tongues to sing
620	O Jesus Christ, may grateful hymns be rising

SONG 'HERE WE HAVE COME'
Below is a song by John Kleinig, based on Hebrews 12:22-24, to be sung to a tune by Sue Collyer (see Music Package 9, pp 150,151).

Here we have come to a place that is holy,
	the mountain of God,
	the city of light.
Here we cross over from earth into heaven,
	receiving by faith
	things hidden from sight.

Here we can join with ten thousands of angels
	who lead us in praise
	for what Christ has done.
Here we are part of a world-wide assembly,
	in which we are all
	joint-heirs with God’s Son.

Here is our Father, the judge of all people
	who pardons our sin
	and shows us his face.
Here we are close to the saints gone before us
	who rest in the light
	of God’s holy place.

Here we have Jesus, our one mediator
	who brings God to us
	and us back to him.
Here is the blood that makes us sinners holy,
	by giving us life
	and washing us clean.

PSALM 71:1-6 
For musical settings of Psalm 71:1-6, see Music Packages 7 and 9. TIS 40, In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge, is a version of Psalm 71:1-4,6-8.

The following metrical paraphrase of Psalm 71:1-6 by David Schütz may be sung to the tune of ATN 84, I want Jesus to walk with me. If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

I take refuge in you, O Lord.
Let me never be put to shame.
In your justice, come and save me,
bend to hear me, and rescue me.

Be a rock, Lord, where I can hide;
be a fortress to shelter me.
Only you can be my fortress,
and the rock where you set me free.

Rescue me, Lord, out of the hands
of the wicked and the unjust.
Since my youth, Lord, you have been my
only hope and my only trust.

Lord, I've always relied on you;
since my birth from my mother's womb,
you have helped me in my trouble.
So I always give praise to you.

PSALM 103:1-8
For musical settings of Psalm 103:1-8, see Music Package 9. Settings of verses1-13,22 are in Music Package 4, and a setting of verses 1-13 is also in Music Package 3.

The hymn 'O bless the Lord, my soul' (LH 452, TIS 64) is a paraphrase of Psalm 103:1-7 or 1-9. A paraphrased version of Psalm 103 from the Iona Community may be found in John L Bell, Psalms of patience, protest and praise on page 48.


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

JEREMIAH 1:4-10: The calling of a prophet. The eternal all-knowing and almighty God knows the course of events that will unfold from beginning to end. Thus even prior to his conception, Jeremiah was shaped in detail to be the agent and mouthpiece of God. His words were not to be his but God's. His doubts and objections were overcome by God's assurance that though he would not escape trial and difficulty, God would be beside him to deliver him. Nations would come under Jeremiah's prophetic office. The word of God would be initially destructive as it worked ultimately to restore repentant people to God-pleasing obedience and blessedness.

ISAIAH 58:9b-14: Isaiah was speaking directly here to people in times when evil had flooded in. Where people centre their prime attention on the pursuit of self-aggrandisement, riches and lust, their social conscience and care for the poor are forgotten. Isaiah addressed the nation with the reminder that the measure of physical care and relief directed in compassion towards the helpless and underprivileged would be given back more than amply by the Lord, even by material blessings. However, no one was to think that to be the sole concern in his call to reform. A return to steady, constant but sincere and joyful worship of the Lord on the designated day of worship would bring the highest blessings in the order that only God can give. Love to humanity flows from love to God.

HEBREWS 12:18-29: At Mount Sinai God revealed himself by means of terrifying phenomena. Smoke, earthquake, blazing fire, trumpet, and the voice of God paralysed the people (and even Moses) with fear. Christians, in contrast, have come to a vastly different mountain. The heavenly Jerusalem, built on the heavenly Mount Zion, reverberates with the joyous sounds of heavenly celebration. Angels, perfected saints and God himself loudly rejoice in what the blood of Jesus has accomplished. No one should ever think, however, than an accomplished salvation permits an easy-going or casual response. The Lord who shook Sinai will shake the earth when it passes away in the final judgment. The word of God survives everything else to reveal the new order. Christians accordingly will thankfully worship the Lord with a holiness befitting the higher law of love.

LUKE 13:10-17: The woman's affliction caused by a spirit had crippled her for 18 years in such a way that she could not assume straight posture. The word of Jesus set her free. The fact that she was able to praise God did not prevent the synagogue ruler's criticism that the Sabbath rules had been broached. Jesus' reference to the critics' hypocrisy could not be answered. People were moved by kindness to give their animals drink on the Sabbath, but the same kindness could not be extended to a suffering fellow believer. Rules which normally serve a God-given purpose need also to be placed under the higher law of love.


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the first reading from Jeremiah could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Jeremiah 1:9.

The second reading for the day could be illustrated with the help of the children. On a whiteboard or large pinup board, a picture could be built up composed of the following elements, as the reading is read:

*	a mountain
*	a city
*	angels
*	human figures dressed in white
*	a throne (or shining sun) with the word 'God' written on it
*	a picture of Jesus
*	a communion chalice 


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the first reading from Jeremiah could be read by two readers: narrator (Jeremiah), and the Lord; the gospel could be read by three readers: narrator (the pastor), Jesus, and synagogue official.


CHILDREN

CHILDREN AND THE READINGS
See above, under 'Visuals for the readings'.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'Jesus heals a woman on the Sabbath (Luke 13:10-17)'. Material for this story may be found in the revised RCL Edition, Year C, Semester 2, Proper 16.


OTHER MATERIAL

RITES FOR THE SICK
In today's gospel Jesus heals a crippled woman. There is also the suggestion that she was healed from spiritual oppression. This may be an appropriate day to consider using one of the church's rites with special focus on illness.

*	See Rites and Resources for Pastoral Care: 'Sickness' page 52, and 'Spiritual oppression', page 138
*	See Church Rites: 'Care of those who are sick', page 69

