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ANZAC DAY
(25 April)


NOTES ON THE OCCASION
Anzac Day is a civil occasion which could be remembered on either the Sunday before or the Sunday after, but of course it should not overshadow the main Easter focus on the resurrected Christ. The prayer of the church provides an opportunity for remembering those who have died defending their country, for intercessions for those who have suffered and are suffering because of war, and for prayers for peace.

A CAUTION
Liturgical scholars throughout Australia have commented on the way in which this civil celebration has begun to take on religious significance. Care needs to be taken when we bring the rememberance of those who died in war into the Christian service, so that the sacrifice of the soldiers is not confused with the sacrifice of Christ. Furthermore, we should be careful that the language we use does not glorify war or militarism. The following prayer is an example of what could be used. Other materials should be crafted locally to meet local needs.

PRAYER
Risen Lord and King, Jesus Christ,
you laid down your life so that we might live.
We remember those who died 
serving in the armed forces of our nation.
Preserve our nation in peace,
and in times of war
give your people strength and courage
to defend the cause of justice,
even if it may cost us our lives.
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

READINGS 
If a separate service of rememberance is held, the following readings may be considered.

Micah 4:1-4	Swords into ploughshares
Psalm 46	Be still and know that I am God
Revelation 21:3-5	Death will be no more
Mark 13:3-8	Wars and rumours of war

HYMNS AND SONGS
A hymn could be selected from the 'National' section of LHS (nos 569–577) or under 'National Life' in the index of subjects of Together in Song (page 1069, harmony edition).

The following songs from the 'All Together' songbooks are also appropriate:

20	Come, Lord Jesus, come
36	And every man neath his vine and fig tree
220	There'll be peace
240	My peace I give


