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Proper 19 C
LCA Worship Resources - Year C, Time after Pentecost
SunDay between 11 AND 17 SEP (Proper 19), year C

2019 - 15 September (14th Sunday after Pentecost)
2022 - 11 September (14th Sunday after Pentecost)
2025 - 14 September (14th Sunday after Pentecost)
2028 - 17 September (15th Sunday after Pentecost)
2031 - 14 September (15th Sunday after Pentecost)
2034 - 17 September (16th Sunday after Pentecost)
2037 - 13 September (16th Sunday after Pentecost)

Note: For explanations and suggestions on the various resources provided, see the documents 'General notes and resources' and 'Time after Pentecost' in the 'General and seasonal' folder.


LITURGY

SENTENCE
See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder for suggestions on using a Sentence.

The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  
(1 Tim 1:15 NRSV)

OR, use one of the general Sentences in the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Sentence', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

INTRODUCTION TO CONFESSION
The following may be said before the confession of sins.

Friends in Christ: 
Jesus said: 'There is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents'. 
Therefore, . . .
Continue with the invitation to confession as in the order of service.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)
Traditional
Lord, we pray that your grace 
may always go before and follow after us, 
so that we may continually be devoted 
to all good works; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, modernised traditional
Lord, let your loving kindness 
always go before us and follow us, 
and lead us continually to do good. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, alternative
(Let us pray that we may depend on God's mercy. [silence])
Loving heavenly Father, 
it is by your mercy that we are redeemed. 
Help us always to remember 
that you have forgiven and accepted us 
only because of Christ, 
and not because of ourselves 
or anything that we have done. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

OR, new
(Let us pray that we show compassion to others. [silence])
Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, 
thank you that like a shepherd 
you search for those who are lost, 
to bring them safely home to God. 
Give us the same care and concern for others 
as you have shown for us. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

FIRST READING AND PSALM
Note: There are two sets of first readings (with accompanying Psalms) given for the Sundays after Pentecost: (a) a new semi-continuous set, and (b) a set related thematically to the gospels (as in the earlier form of the lectionary). It is intended that either one of these two sets be used throughout and that they not be mixed.

1a
Jeremiah 4:11,12,22-28 The coming destruction of Judah and Jerusalem
Psalm 14
Antiphon: 
The Lord looks down from heaven on humankind.  (Ps 14:2a NRSV)

OR, 1b
Exodus 32:7-14 Moses pleads for the people and the Lord relents
Psalm 51:1-10
Antiphon: 
(I will arise and go to my father and will say to him,) Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  (Luke 15:18 NRSV)

SECOND READING
1 Timothy 1:12-17 Gratitude for God's mercy

ALLELUIA VERSE (Luke 15:7 NRSV)
Alleluia, alleluia.
(Jesus said:) 'There will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.'
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 15:1-10 The lost sheep and the lost coin
(If using NRSV or NIV, put 'Jesus' instead of 'him' in v1)

PRAYER AFTER THE GOSPEL
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, 
thank you for loving and caring for each one of us. 
Lead us to repent and to show love to others. 
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER
Loving Father, 
you sent your Son to save us lost sinners. 
Teach us to give of ourselves in gratitude. 
Use us and our possessions, 
so that other sinners may be found and saved. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Call to prayer
Like a Shepherd, God guides his people. Let us pray for all who have lost their way, that they may find their way home.

The regular response, OR:
For all who are lost,
hear our prayer, O Lord.

Suggested intercessions
*	for the church, that it would continue the work of Jesus in seeking out and saving those who have lost their way
*	for all those children have been baptised, but whose parents have not fulfilled their vows, that the Spirit of God would guide them home to his people
*	for those who have become 'lost' in the world: those who are homeless, addicted, unemployed, uneducated, sick, or rejected in any way
*	for those who travel, that they may return home safely
*	for young people who live on the streets
*	for those who blaspheme God's name, and persecute his followers, that they may be enlightened with faith in Christ 
*	for all members of our congregation who have ceased to gather with us for worship, that we may seek them out and invite them to return

Concluding prayer
Heavenly Father, the angels in heaven rejoice when even one person ceases to stray from your will and returns to your way. Hear our prayers, and bring all your people to their heavenly home, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PREFACE
It is indeed right and good, 
Lord God, holy Father, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(On this day)* 
he overcame death by his resurrection 
and opened up for us 
the way to eternal life with you. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we adore and praise your glorious name:

* The words 'on this day' are used only on Sundays.

COMMUNION INVITATION
For a choice of communion invitations, see the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Communion invitation', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
See the service order for a standard post-communion prayer. Alternatively, use the fourth prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Jesus, the Saviour of sinners, 
thank you that like a shepherd 
you search for those who are lost, 
and that you have again come to us in love 
in this holy meal. 
Give us the same care and concern for others 
as you have shown for us. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

BEFORE THE BLESSING
The following may be said before the blessing. Alternatively, ATN 42 may be sung at this point.

To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, 
the only God, 
be honour and glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, for Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
Thanks be to God.  OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.


HYMNS AND SONGS

FOR THE READINGS
Please note:	* =	Modernised version available
	G3, G4 . . . =	Guitar chords available in the Music Package 3, 4 . . . 
	GS =	Guitar chords in the Supplement to LH

First reading (a): Jeremiah 4:11,12,22-28
LHS
314	Turn, Lord, Thine anger, and in mercy spare us G4
431	My soul, now bless thy Maker* G6
500	Blessed Jesus, at Thy word* G5
AT
332	We are sorry for the foolish things we do
357	Give us hearts to know you, Lord
TIS
437	Blessed Jesus, at your word

First reading (b): Exodus 32:7-14
LHS
131 	Holy Ghost with light divine* G5
170	Chief of sinners though I be* G5
314	Turn, Lord, thine anger, and in mercy spare us G4
440	Sing praise to God who reigns above (esp v 5) G3
850	O Father, my Father GS
AT
6	O Father, my Father
TIS
84	Give to our God immortal praise
110	Sing praise to God who reigns above

Second reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
LHS
4	Once He came in blessing* G4
170	Chief of sinners though I be* G5
317	Jesus sinners doth receive* G5
852	God loved the world so that he gave G5
AT
31	God forgave my sin, in Jesus' name
376	Faith, hope and love
446	Mercy
455	All this I believe
TIS
84	Give to our God immortal praise
143	Immortal, invisible, God only wise
197	God's Son came to bless us
213	Father, whose everlasting love

Gospel: Luke 15:1-10
LHS
144	Lord God, to Thee we all give praise (esp v 3) G6
165	One there is, above all others* G8
170	Chief of sinners though I be* G5
305	Today Thy mercy calls us* G3
317	Jesus sinners doth receive* G5
391	The King of love my shepherd is* G9
424	Prayer is the soul's sincere desire (esp v 3 - v 2 in mod) * G5
465	Praise my soul, the King of heaven G7
841	O welcome, all you noble saints of old GS
851	Amazing grace, how sweet the sound GS
AT
77	God and man at table are sat down
131	Amazing grace
TIS 
129	Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)
134	Praise, my soul, the King of heaven
145	The king of love my shepherd is
233	I will sing the wondrous story

PSALM 14 
For musical settings of Psalm 14, see Music Packages 6 and 9.

PSALM 51:1-10
For musical settings of Psalm 51:1-12, see Music Packages 5, 6 and 9.

TIS 31, Have mercy on us, living Lord, is a paraphrase of Psalm 51, and TIS 32, Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness, is a version of Psalm 51:1-4a,10-12,15.

The following paraphrases of the psalm are by David Schütz. Note that verses 11 and 12 have been added in both cases to complete the verse structure. If reproducing either of these versions, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm. The first is sung to the tune Aus tiefer Not (Luther), LHS 310.

Have mercy on me, O my God,
according to your steadfast love;
wipe my transgressions from your sight,
according to your gen'rous grace.
O wash me from iniquity,
and cleanse me from the stain of sin;
for I know my transgressions.

I've sinned against you, Lord, alone,
and done what's evil in your sight,
so you are right to sentence me,
and blameless when you judge my sin.
Indeed, a sinner I was born,
but you seek truth within my heart;
so make me know your wisdom.

Purge me with hyssop, make me clean; 
O wash me, make me white as snow. 
Let me hear sounds of joy again; 
and give me gladness in my soul.
O let the bones you crushed be healed. 
and turn your face from all my sins, 
blot out all my transgressions. 

Create in me a clean heart, God, 
and let my spirit be renewed.
Don't cast me out away from you, 
or take your spirit from my heart.
Restore to me the joy I knew
when first you saved me from my sin.
Uphold me with your spirit. 

This second version may be sung to the tune Delay not, LH 304. Note that verse 13 is added to complete the song verse

Have mercy upon me, O God, in your love;
blot out my transgressions, O merciful God;
O wash me and cleanse me from all of my guilt,
for I know my sin and I know what I've done.

Against you, O Father, alone, I have sinned, 
and done what is evil, condemned by your law.
I know that your judgment is righteous and true;
I know I am guilty, that's how I was born.

But you look for truth in my innermost thoughts;
so give me your wisdom deep down in my heart.
Oh, purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean,
and wash me and make me far whiter than snow.

That I may be glad, let me hear your good news;
and let me rejoice when my bones have been healed.
Don't let your eyes rest on the sins I have done;
blot out from your memory the things I've done wrong.

Create a clean heart within me, O my God, 
and put a right spirit within me, O Lord. 
Don't chase me away from your presence, I pray,
and don't take your life-giving spirit away. 


NOTES ON THE READINGS

See the document 'General notes and resources', under 'Notes on the readings', in the 'General and seasonal' folder.

JEREMIAH 4:11,12,22-28: These words of judgment, proclaimed by Jeremiah to hardened people of Judah and Jerusalem, are perhaps no less difficult to accept now than they would have been then. The very winds which were of welcome assistance to winnow wheat for food would become a storm wind so strong as to disperse the nation (vv 11,12). In verse 22 the Lord himself comments on the unbelievable foolishness of his people in their stubborn self-deceit and apostasy. The devastation which would inevitably occur (vv 23-26) is couched in language descriptive of the chaos existing before creation and at the end of all things. While the Lord would most certainly punish severely, yet it would not be the end for Judah, even though the experience of the nation would be black.

EXODUS 32:7-14: The stipulations of the law were still in the process of being revealed when the people did not simply complain, but actually rebelliously fell away from the God who had brought them miraculously out of Egypt. The degree of their apostasy moved them to manufacture their own god who would act more quickly than the God on whom they were waiting. God's anger over sin, in this case so blatant and open, resulted in his determination to destroy the nation and to start all over again to raise a people through Moses and his descendants. Moses' intercessory prayer reminded the Lord of his investment of care for Israel, the opportunity this would give the Egyptians to mock, and the promises he had made to their forebears. That God repented is a humanly expressed picture of his willingness to alter his threatened course in answer to prayer, but not, of course, his long-term purpose. 

1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17: Among encouragements for the young pastor Timothy, Paul repeats his own experience of salvation. It begins with his confession of former blind sin connected with hard unbelief. Christ nevertheless showed mercy and extended his amazing grace to turn Paul around and entrust him with service in the gospel. This brings us one of the most memorable sayings of Scripture, right alongside of John 3:16, namely, 'Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.' Paul says that this grace was given also to encourage sinners in all places over all ages that through free forgiveness there is the sure gift of eternal life. What better comment could be made than the marvellous doxology that concludes the section!

LUKE 15:1-10: These two much-loved parables of Jesus came in response to censure from the Pharisees that Jesus was befriending sinners. The teaching that Jesus conveyed through them is firstly that quite clearly sinners are lost. In other words, sin separates people from God. The second great teaching is that God grieves over that separation to the point that he goes looking for those sinners who are lost until they are found and restored. This truth is extended to one sheep out of the hundred, or one coin out of the whole house. Note the joy Jesus expresses over the profit God sees in this recovery of a human soul. The angels join in the celebration in heaven! Do we always give God this joy?


VISUAL

VISUALS FOR THE READINGS
Pictures or visual symbols could be displayed on banners or the overhead screen during the readings. For instance, the reading from Jeremiah could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Jeremiah 4:13. The reading from 1 Timothy could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for 1 Timothy 1:15. The reading from Matthew could be illustrated by a picture like that in the TEV Bible for Matthew 18:12.


DRAMA

'MEGA DRAMA'
See a drama for the day in Mega Drama resources (Openbook Publishers), originally included in these worship resources when they were released on disks.

dramatising the READINGS
The readings can be read by more than one person to make the dramatic meaning of the text clearer. For instance, the reading from Exodus could be read by three readers: narrator, the Lord, Moses. The gospel could be read by two readers: narrator (the pastor), Jesus.


CHILDREN

TALKING WITH THE CHILDREN
Retell in simple words the parable of the lost sheep or the lost coin, or talk about losing something valued, or about being lost oneself.

'COME AND SEE JESUS'
The Come and See Jesus curriculum published by Openbook Publishers has a wealth of material and ideas that may be adapted for use in worship. Please note that a new edition of this material is currently available for the Revised Common Lectionary.

This week's story is 'The parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15: 1-10)'. Material for this story may be found in 
Original Edition, Year 2, Semester 2, 17 Pentecost
OR
Revised RCL Edition, Year 2, Semester 2, Proper 19.


